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Looks into Books.

Hisrony or Conirrsax Doornixng: by George G. Fisher D.D., L.L.D,,
Price 2.60, New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons: 1800.
Toronto, Willlam Brigge.

This is the fourth itsue of tho * Theological Internationsl
Library " ; tho preceding volumes being Driver’s Iotroduction to
tho Literaturo of the Old Testamont,” *¢ Christian Ethics” by
Newman Smith and *‘Apologetics” by Profossor Bruce. The
“ Library * is deafgood to cover tiio whole field of Christian
Theology, and to furnish a rocord of theological inquiry up to
date. Tho volumes of the Library will all bo prepared by ablo
scholars, and will troat theology—it is promised—in a Cathelio
spirit and in the interests of Thoological Seience.

In addition to the four volumes issued, fiftcen are already
provided for. Someo of tho swriters aro advanced theologians, o fow
are consorvative, and somno like the distioguished author of this
voluime, hold an intermediato porition.

Those who are acquainted with tho Historical and Apologetical
writings of Dr. Fisher aro prepared to expect from his hand »
valuablo treatiso on the History of Christian Doctrine. Ho
acknowledges specinl obligations to Neander avd Baur and to
Harnack, Loofs and Thomasins. The history of Christian thought
is brought forward to the present day, and docs not stop at tho
Reformation, which is tho terminus of 80 many works of a similar
kind ; and it differs from Shedd’s woll-known treatise in not
limiting itsclf to leading topics, which are made the subjoct of
somowhat extended discussion. Hagenbach's work is rather s
reportory of facts than a history, and is of tho nature of a
conglomerate.

This work is dividod into threo parts : of which tho First treats
of Ancient Theology and of Patriotic Theology in the East and the
West ; tho Second Part of Medinval Theology, and tho Third Part
of Modera Thoology. This lzst begins with the Theology of the
Reformation. As would bo expocted, much more relative promio-
cnce is given to Eogland and America than Dovner gives in his
valuable History of Protestant Theology; though tho Esstern
Part is brief in comparison with Dovner’s work.

Refcrence may fitly bo made to Fisher's account of Jonathan
Edtwards, which is written with great insight and sympatby and is
a just tribute to that remarkable man.

Perhapa no part of Dr. Fisher’s work will prove moreinterest-
ing to most readers than tho last five chapters, in which we have
an account of Theology as affected by Modern Philosophy and
Scientific rescarch. .

1Wo can commend this book as an impartant contribution to the

History of Doctrine. In a field so wide it is impossible to have

minute and dotailed statement in regard o the several doctrines

as theso have been presented from ago to sge, and in the various
acclosinstical organizations. Nor is it to bo capected that any
class of readers should bo able to cndorze, without qoalifications,

all tho views and opinions cxpressed. But thero will be nearly s

consensus of opinion that this instalment of tho International

Library is the product of an ablo and upright micd, that it con-

stantly aims at preserving accurscy and impartiality, and that it

over sccks to keep the function of the historian distinct and apart
from that of the advocate.

Tho spirit of the book is scicntific, and yet alwaya reverent and
devout.

Tus Preacnxr’'s Courrets Hositeric CoOMMENTARY oN THE NEW
TrstauenT (with critical and excgetical noter,) by wany dis-
tingaisbed Biblical scholars, Vol 1., Matthew. By Ror. W.
Suaderland Lowis, 2. A., and Rov. Heory M. Booth. Cloth,
Svo0, 679 pp. $3. Now York, London and Toronto: Funk &
Wsgoall's Company.

This is the first volame of an extensive work of oleven volumes
on tbe New Testament, printed from imported plates obtained
from the publishera in London, where the entite work has batn
issuod after years o preparation. The present work is a compan-
ion to the Complete Homiletio Commentary oa the Old Testament
which reseived such a sabstential weloomo. More tharn 8,000
subscribors for the latter (in ull denominatione) have asxionely
awaited tho complstion of the New Testament portion of this
valoablo wock. Tho expressions of satisfaction that have ccme to
tho pobliskers Irom theusands of preachers who are nsing tho Old
Tostam, .ot prtion are remarkable, and an cqually bearly welcomo
for t=o Now Testament volomos is confidently expected. In this
Commontary, by varions anthore, is foond & sermon oatlino or
homiletic suggestion on overy paragraph or versa of the New
Testament that cap e turned 1o unis in the preparation ol »
sormon.  Abundant choics eclections of illustrations, etc., from
many eminend sonrces other than tho antbors of the volames, are
also given.  Excep! insome introduotesy, oritical, and axplanatery
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notes proceding sach chapter, no forvign words, sach sa Hebrew
or Grook, are used. Tho t;pois large and olear, and the books
conveniont to handle,

Counsidoring tho exhaustive character of this Commentary,
inssmuch as it opens up for homiletio use every svailable verso or
paragraph ot the New Testamond that can bo turned into use for
bomilotical purposos, it is impossiblo to overestimate ite import-
ance. It is a great grapary of seed for homiletio thought and
illustration,

The olorgyman of tho bigkoest culture is most famlliar with the .

fact that many of tho rich deposits of srath are hidden oven from
tho most diligent workman, that ho must use all means possiblo to
disoover theeo ; and how ofton there comos totks devoted culiured
mind an illumination that shows the treasares lying in a text or
passage hitherto rogarded as almost barrep. The most happily
constituted individual bas but limited powers of insight and inter-
protation ; bat in this Homiletical Commentary we have the
united labora of the great workere in the field.

Tho clergyman need not foar thas be will sacrifice his own
indopondonce of research by examining a text in tholipht reflected
by othors, tho texte are not depleted by elucidations, but on tho
contrary, the olucidations acrve to suggest trains of thought which.
in tho eubtle play of action, other minds will frequently lead op
to ideas which eluoded even the commentators. Moreover, this
work furnishes o digest of the best comamentaries. It hasa great
variety of suggestive bints and ontlines.

This work is not of the nature of a labor-saving machine. Iis
purpors is to furnish fructifying germe, calling for abundance of
labor, but designed to rendor tho labor in the highest degreo
{rritful. It develops and siimnlates originally in those who ase
it, but is no resting-place for msotal indolence.

¢Tne MeeriNe-Prace or Groroax AND Hisrors,” by Sir J. W.
Daweon, LL. D., F. R. 8. London. Tho Religious Trao$
Society, pp. 223. Price$1.25,

In'these days of  bigher critioism,"” and startling scientifie dis-
oovery, the unlearned often find themselves bewildered beiween
the desire to retsin old and cheriehed soriptural beliefs,and at the
same tims, dispose of the apparent contradiction of recent reseach.
To such tho writings of oor honored Cavadian author, Sir Wm.
Dawson, come like the visit of a wiee friend in a day of trouble.
At onos a Saientist of acknowledged eminence, a Hebrew scholar,
and a devoot beliover in inspiration, it is a relief and delight tosee
how be osn read the pages of the books of nature and revalation in
tho fall light of modern critical resen.~h and find no irreconcilablo
oonflict, but instead an abundancs of nelpfnl harmony, while
many a presnmptious difficulty is relegatedto the limbo of exploded
theories, or unproved speculaticns.  Thess procesaes arastrikingly
illustrated in our anthor's treatment, in tho above recent iesus
from his pen, of tho Noabio deloge. Modern scicace now recog-

nises & corresponding cataclism in the history ol oor world, with .

the help of such an interpreter, shows us how to read the Genesis
narrative more intelligently than ever, it only we be willing to
part with renlly groundless traditionsliem. So too with the die-
persion and confusion of tongues which followed, With much
satisfaction wo learn that it has bedu-the tendency of modern
Geclogical and Archaceolegical ditcovery to attach more snd more
valoe and importance to the ancient records of the human raoe,
and espeoially tothose previons documents which bavo been pre.
served to our timo in the book of Genesis. Tho Tract Society has
given us a good book, fres from nesdlsrs techincatilies and help.
fally illustrated with numerons cuts and tabalar summaries ol re-
ceived resulte.

T AWERICAN COXFERESCE OX INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION. Largo
Octavo, boards, pp, 258. New York, The Baker & Taylor Co.
Price $1.50.

This Conferenoe, the anthorizod rocord of which is contained
in this beantifully printed volume, was convenel at Wsshington
in April last, and was attended by hundreds of repreientativo men
who bad come from all parts of tha Union. Its purpose was to
promots the catablishment of & psermanent eystem of arbitration
bstween the United Statea and Great Britain, snd tho sddresses
delivorod by Hon. John W, Foster, Bon. Carl Schurz, President
Patton, Prosident Angell, President Gates, President Elios, Bishop
Keane, st3,, eto., ars well worth preserving, Tho volume contains,
in addition, a valnabls Appendix, wherein aze fonnd much soggoe-.
tive corzrespondence on the subject, and an elaborate survey of the
cmploymeont of tribunals of arbitration ia ancient and modern
timos. Tna word: this book is a perfect thesanrus of informaticn
touching the themool whichit trosts, and cannos 1ail to aid grealy
in socdring,—not for the Uaited Btatos and Great Britain only,
but for tho civilized world,~somo compotent and psrmanens sys-
tem of International Arbitration,
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