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It is most confidently charged against the Old Testa-
ment that its spirit and morality arc in maniv places incon-
sistent vrith tlîosc of the Newv. Thei New Testament, wc
are told, breathes love and mercy in every page, whilst
stern, rueertless jur tice is the' characteristic of the Old. Nor
is it merely that love is less pronxincnt, for the Old Testa-
nment frcquently presents conceptions of God, and ascribes
ta Hi-n acts îvhicli ire quite at variance with the character
and doings of the God of the Newv Te'stament. In the Old
Testament God repents, is wrathful, jealous, and revengeful,
instigates mcn to do evil, and thcn punishes theni for so
doing, orders the destruction of whole tribes and nations
that He may put His favorites in possession of their hiouses
and lands. There is no species of bad morality character-
istic of the dînes whicli the God of the Old Testament, we
are told, lias not approved or winked at.

In past tinies this conception of the Old Testament was
often afrirmed by avowcd opponents of revealed religion
and of the Scriptures, but in aur day large numbers of per-
sons who profess to regard the Bible as the Word of God,
and as inspired, endorse almost cverythiag which Uihe
enemies of revelation were wont to allege against the earlier
portions oi it. The presence of the humait. element in
Scripture is supposedl to accounit nlot only for innumerable
inaccuracies-greater or less-in matters of fact, but also
for the imperfect morality of the early ages, which is
expressly approvcd, or rclated without any disapproval.

That there is a provisional. element in the morality of
parts of tie Old Testamnvnt may bc freely admitted. l'he
Lord lias told us that Moses "suffered " certain things in
the Israelites owing ta " the bardncss of their hearts." They
were allowed to do what wvas nlot a &soluiely best, as a con-
cession ta the trnes and circumstances in which bhey were
placed. But the Lord never said-tbe New Testament
never says-that Mtoses ever enjoined anything which was
nlot best under existînb conditions. God leads His Church
gradually iorward, and reveals iiimsclf more perfcctly, as the
knowledge of spiritual truth can bc appropriatcd ; and even
when Christ 'vas about to asccnd, He told His disciples
that Hie had many things to say ta thern which they coulti
not yet «"bearY" The devclopment of morality bas often
been set Forth in a way to which we cannot subscribe, but
there is a sense in which the ethical development ni a people
conditions the instruction and the laws which are suited to
their improvement.

A general vindication of Old Testament morahity cannot
be here attempted, but, in addition to wliat we have just
stated regarding a pravisional clcmnît in morality, the
following positions must be kept in remnembrance,-that
the Old Testament records, 'vîthout accompanying words of
disapprobation, many things which lt cannot be held ta
approve, and which its etluical teachings in other places
clearly sl: ow to bc wrong ; Chat in order to fulfil its purpose
as a prepuratory dispensation-as a schoolmaster ta lead to
Christ-Mosaism sets forth wîth terrble emphasis the
rightcous judgmcnt of God against wickcduiess ; that under
a blîeocracy many thiîîgs wlîich are not now visited with
temporal penalties were necessirily sa visited then ; andi
that anly in cases of feaiful and incorrigible wickedness,
were severe measures sanctioneti agaIinst nations andi coni-
rnunitits.-tbe alternative being whether these peopleshoulti
bc cut off or whether the infection of their dcpravity shoulti
imperil the future ai the Church andi ai human socîety.

Nothing ca'h bc more unjust than the comparisons which
art sonietimes instituteti between the spirit of tic Olti
Testament and that of the New. It has been saiti, e.g-,
that we sec the temper of the Old Covenant in Elijah's
calling doiçn lire from heaven upon the captains ai fiuies
and their fitties, whilst the Lord rebuketi James andi John
for desiring to cail down fire from heaven.' But surely this
is ta forger that if the soldiers who would apprehendtheUi
praphet %verc destroyed, it was the God of lsracl and not
Elijahi who sent dovn the fire. Had Elijali, from pique or
peevishness, prayeti for lire ta descend, there would have
been no ansver from i eaven. Whosoever rcads the Old
Testament without prejudice wilI find in it nothing regard-
ing Goti inconsistent with the proclamation ai His name ta
Moses: -lThe Lord, the Lord God nierciful andi gracious,
long-sufiring and abundant ini goodnffs and ini truth, for-
gis'îng iniquity, transgresion and sin, and who will by no

nicans clear the guilty; " andi in the New T.astalnent,
spoken by che lips of the Saviour, are the most aiwful words
that have ever been ubtered regarding the punisbment of
the wicked. We must flot niake too strong the antithesis
between the Scriptures af tie Old Covenant and those of
tic New.

But the vindication of the Jewish Scuiptures from unjust
charges of misreprescnting the cliaracter of Goti and lending
sanction to immoraliby will not prevent us fromt thankfully
rccogniztîg the superiority of the New Dispensation andi of
the Christian Scriptures. God bas in these latter days
spoken to us by His Son. We sec ivhat kings and prophets
desircd to see andi were nlot permitted. The law made
nothing perfect : it was only the introduction of a bebter
hope. The moral code is noiv perfected-so Far, nt least.
as the eartlily state allows. Iii the person and work, of His
beloved Son, the Father is fully revealed. Perfect love in
union with absolute justice shines forth in the liCe andi death
of Jesus Christ. The more careiully we study the Olti
Testament as the great evangelical preparation, the better
shal vie comprchend the wvork of thc world's Redeemer.
The more thoroughly we sbudy the New Testament and
imbibe its spirit tie less difllculty we shall find ini flh spirit
and morality of the Olti.
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Christian missions were planteti in Scotland in the
end of the first century just when the flrst wave of Christ-
ianity was rolling over the habitated world. The earliest
was foundeti at %Vhitchom; in Galloway, which county in
covenanting tumes became the slaughter-house of the
bloody MaclCenzie. Another was foundeti nt Glasgow
then a small hamlet on the banks of the Clyde, but now
the second city in the British Islesý, andi for religious and
commercial enterprise andi municipal government, second
ta none in the world. Atiother was foundeti at Melrose,
a prctty place not far from the river Tweed and the Chueviot
Hilîs, and whose atmosphere enjoys much af the sunshine
andi clouti of Sir Walter Scottsý genius. Melrose became
bhe mission ccntrc of a very cxtended influence rcacbing
many parts of Northumberland. Other mission centres
were fountici but do flot deserve the saine historie notice
as those mn'ioned, on account of their weakness or short
duration. The foundation ai the Scottish Church proper
was the mission at lona foundeti by Columba in 563 A.D.

So well did Columba anti his co-Presbyters carry out
the programme ai their new Church that in a short time
the whole west of Scotlanti was converted to Christianity.

The polity of the Columbite Churcb was essenbially
Presbyterian and its doctrines were purely those whieh
constitute the Conft'sion of Faith. The pastors or
Culdees taught the depravity of human nature, tlie vicarjous
death of Christ, justification by Faith witiiout works, andi
that the Sacraments were inerely signs of the grace which
is through Christ.

The Presbyterian Church remained in a pure state
until the i 2th Century when the Romîsh Church began ta
vitiate its doctrines and change its polity. And sa weil
did the dirlcest and cruclcst enemy of the humant race do
lier work, that in tbc end of the Century sic poised herself
as the Church of Scotland andi beld lier seven etigeti sword
or ignorance and superstition andi blasphemy andi zdultery
andi fornification andi blood and dcath over the nation
until the beginning ai the ii5th Century when God's freshzt
of mercy began ta cleanse the rchigious and moral and
civil andi social hades of corruption. Scotiandiwas neyer so
dari, as were obher Rornish countries: for tbe Presbyterian
Church, began from an carly date to cstablish, elementaty
and gramrnar schools andi Universities, îvhich were the
moral and inteliectual aurora boreahis in the Romish dark
winter sky until the morning light of the Reformation
fillet ei homes and the hilîs and the woods andi the lakes
and the glens ai bonny Scotland-the ]and of aur caven-
anting forcfathers rnuch of whosc blooti, under thc sh6t
anti sword ai that Ramîsh-born the so-calleti Scottish
Epispopal1 Churcb, reddened the rnountain streams anti
crizti alouti ta the patient Goti in Heaven to spare a
reniant andi give ta their belaveti country religious, civil
anti social liberty; and He hcard tlicir czy and maide
Scatdant te become the worlti's pioncer of freedomn.
Romanisni andi Episcopacy arc not indegenaus ta the
Scottsh soil; andi Scotianti bas bail more than enough of
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