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this tact adequatcly r.ccounted for-at assy rate ne far as its
snbject moatter in coneerncd. For although it abounds Nvith vain
concoits, obldiuh and incrediblo atories, and absurd and tar.
fetoheod intorprotations of floly Sanipture, mingled in glanions
confusion and iutorsporeed with not a few indecent allubions, yet
it unaoubtediy contains a mino o! wiaaom ana iearning and piro.
oerves the boat thoughsts ef a succession of romarkable mon
omsinent for their wiedom and pioty.

But the iight whiah ie in it in filful, now uhining brightiy and
unon going out in uttor darnesu. It bats in it no progressive
toaohing, ne graduai revolation of knowlodge. Il in a mare
niedlosy, net a wiso book, ao much ais a mis.3ellaneenus collection o!
wiso uttoranoos on a great varioty of oubjoote, seoular and rali.
glane. It bau ne climax, bas ne contrai or dominant truth,
outabliehee ne doctrine. It je liko an Indian jungle, f ull e! inter.
minable and intriosto pathivays whih Issa te nowhere. It je
utteriy unike tho Ring'u hlghway, the open path te fleaven, in
xvhich the wayiting maxi tbeugh a bool, need net arr.

May it net bo that the Talmud bas shared tho negleot whiah
tho Jewish people themselves hava experienced at the bande of
tho worid ! May il mot ba that the roterence o! tho propheoy ef
Ieisiah in te tbis vory book?~ for it cannot bc the in3>ircdi Ilwitsem"
of whicb the prophet epeake whon ho sys, IlTho wiedaoms o! thoir
%vis eon sahal perisb, and the underutanding of thoîn prudent
mien shall bc hid." Ilow remarkabiy bave theso ivords been fnl.

fluicd in the histony of tho Talmud 1 To tho vast majerity of
Chrietians and aven cf Jowu, il je - hidden," ana itu vcry memory
faaea.

«Unlke the clasase language, refined theugbt, sublime aupir.
ationse and poulie descriptions et inspired Scriptural which of
themelvos have attraata tho admiration of the xçonld, the
Talmudiatangua bas ne cbarmo etuylo, noeymmetry o! grammar,
ne eleganco ofthoughtanud expression. Its Janguago lucoarso and
vulgar, and its toute low. Its natural homes wouid bc the place of
coucours of the people, net tho Academies of the iearned.

Thoras ie a Lemicon te tho Talmud, ontitlod IlAruch," tho
signification of which je I set in erder.'l It in attributed tz, a
certain Rlabbi Nathan, about whom, hower, very little je kueun,
the date at which ho iived boing uncertaju, althongh tradition
places hini in the oleveuth century as J3nler o! tho Synagogue at
Rame.

Whon tho laie leanc aud devont jew, Emmanuel Deutch, et
the British Mîuseum, wrete bie celebrated article on tho Talmud,
whicb appeared in the Qssarlerly Reoic.v, very groat internst, net
te say euibusiasm, was awakeucd. Many turued te the study o!
Hebrow with tho intention o! reading the Talmud fer tbomnelves,
whilo genoral rentders feilowed the elaqueut writcr wsth deiight, as
ho unfoidod te thein gaze the mystenianu boek which ravealed tb;
mind and heart, the hepes and fearu, tho aine and sufleringu, tho
goednos and nobloeus of Ierael for ihirty gonorations of their
troubled ana chcquorod lie. But the oracle sean became sioent.
Tho channi aaed away whon; il wau found Ihat, notwithustauding
its intrinsiia mente and its historia intorest, iL dcucrihed a litc aud
empresse moae e! thought pecuhianly its own. Il was found te
have ne message for tho xvorld, uotbîng in cemmen with modern
thought.

Froinca seyclopeau a îverk as tho Talmud, a vcritableo dia
podTida et phiiosophy, natural and mental, astronosny, lair, mcdi.
cime, antI what not, it je almsost impossible ta maka soiections or
quotatiens, as illustrations of thc gcncral character of the b>ook.
Somaof the sentences and t.he maxims et ventrablo rabbî's arc
venitable pearns and werthy et bcing rescued tram the mass of
pucrilities iii which they arc imbeadc. Thus the renowned
Rtabbi Ililiel says, Il c net liko servants scrving Goù for lsire.">
IIn a doubtul inaLter obstain." 1,Consider threo thinge and

v'on wiil mot transgrcss-an o secs yen, an car hecarts yen, and
your acta arc recomded." IlTrust net in youraelf till yenr dcath."1
IJudge anothier inhan thon art:in hie place." Ticet aud a vast

isumber ot similar aphorisme arc suroly %vords of the irise, likcnsed
by the PLrcacicr " te goads ana nails ixcd by masters of setn.
blies,"1 andi inasmuch au thcy ivcro, as Renuan Baya " Current coin
ot the Synagogue" can hardly tait of having preduccd a couusider.
able moral affecct upen the people at large.

Tho word Tanmud. simply mneaia " 'doctrine." Thcre arc tire
Talmuds, eue knewn as the Jiabylenian, the other au tho Jcnsisaent.
Of theso, the foriner je hold in the highcst ecsm, and is rcgarded
as "1The Talmud " Par excellence. Each Talmud in dividcd ino
.Mishna ana Gemara, tho former bniup tho embodimcnt 0f tho oral

traditions et tho nation, thmo latter heisng a ccnimentary, acholien
or expansion et tise former. Tie.\Mislàia ins bath Talmuds le tho
ainme. Tito (leniaras differ. Tito (Cenara ot tise Jerusalotîn Talmutd
wasaddlcd iitiasecond enitury thatetof Bblne nts its

Tite Tahinud, likts the Tabernacle of aid, lias threo voUls, antd te
itis day, wien 1%ioscs le rcad, tho val je isponi tIsa heartu et laie.
Nevertlielcss, wheu it sahal turn te tise Lord tise vail elissl bo
takien away. May the Lord lsasfen iL inii 1e time !-Seectd.

It je probably ovvisg chicily te the Tabsnd tîsat the Jewsu, as a
nation arce till outaido tise toit of Christ. Ilow, thecî, cati tho
book tait te attract the attention ef tise Christians solicitoit. for
te spiritual %velfarc of lerael? It is nirvelleuse for hio%' inany

lsuindrcd years Luis teioe miîne et Joewishi larning ivas unexplored
by tise ieartied et other nations. Miassy icarncd mou, indeed, frein
the daya of Maîmouides te titose of tise laIe E~mmanuel D)eutsch,
have endoavourcd te dispel tIse darkusens of this mysterioue bonk.
But sudsi autisers as lVoIf, and lIartolocai, fluxtort, andi Eisen-
manger are net exactly as tasiiian, aven among students, a liouse-
hold ivords. Net usait afLer tho doîs'îî et tise RefermiaLion tiid tise
literati of Europe consider tise wraters ot this vencrablo tounitain et
Jeii tisouglit ivorth drinking. It ivasseon discovercdl, isowover,
tisat the> had been usistaken in ucgiectissg tise prodluctions et tise
aucient Rabbits, sud as the knexvledgcet flobrow increascîl, a car-
rcsponding oont et attention iras hestowcd on Talinudlc
atudice

Our owsis brandi of tha missionary esîterpris takes sic meanu
positiosn in titis groivth asd devolopinont. A teîv yeoru since tise
loto Dr. Dolitzsch coinmunicatcd witis overy social>' devotcd te
Jeiie muissions, se as te accure suds atatistîcai information as ha
coulîl conimand. Ila touud that LIsera wec ne les tson .17
P'rotestenst nîlesssar>' sooicties engogea in Jcwieh isisions, iiaviug
le)5 stations, .17 agents, aisd a total inconme et about £WO,0O0;
whilst as Le direct resuis, heutimatel tisat nt iaast 100,000 Jeans
have received Chnistiau baptiatus dutinu thea preseiit cent iry.

W. F. M. S. Presenitations.
A mîeeting of the W.F..NI.S. was heid rccstly in Chaiuers

Cîsurch Gnolpis. The choir wvas eccupicd b>' Mrs. Barclay, i'resi-
dcet tise Society. A very interesting lettcr wras reaul train Msrs.
Jcfl'ray, Sccrctary of elotiîing supplices, Tronte, respac.Lisg the
suppiy'ef ciotbing for tho Northscst Territories. 11ev. lDr.
IVarlrpe, ias tihoi calicd ipon te deiii ct: aits nddrcss, su whicti ho
rcvieîvcd tise %vork et the society in Guelphs aitice its organizatien
auî'l on belialf of the ladies ci thea auxiiory, prestentd sINrs. Jas.
Watt, tisa muei estcamcd ex presideut, %ith o lite menibership
rertiticate isrs. Watt mode an caret repI> in vhsicîs she ox-
presscd lier tbanktunns and apprediatiun of tshe irbîci lied
hcen conferrcd on liser. Nlrs. Jas Ilitelsie %vas thesi prcscntcditli
a basosise rockissg chair, by tue ladies, for lier faithulnens anI
snaîîy acte o! tiervice ius the past. Rter, I. J. M. Giasetord rcphced
on belsalf of NMrs. Riteii, thsauking the ladics for tiseir kîndusese
in rcmcmbcringg lier? Atter tise conîclusion ot business about ona
isuudrcd ladies esijo> cdi a social cssp o! tca, anti oe of tua ment
deligliti ni meetings of the isnxisary iras brouglit te a close.

Rerv. Dr. G. T. Dillard writes te tha Soitlherit 1resbylerias
"The tcrritory whicls 1 hava charge of covcrs Virginia, North

Caroline, South Carolina, Georgia, and Floridia. Thîsc are cight
Sabbath Scîsool M issionaries of tue Northmu l'resbytcnian Circi
laboring in thseso States. Threo in North Carolino, two in Virgina
oue in Sentis Carolina, cise in Gcorgia, ansd oe iii Fierida. 0f
course thiee arc colercdl Sabbath Sciîool 'Missionarica iaborng for
thoir people. Tho duty et these men le te erganiza î>reby!cniasi
Sabbatti Scheele and in that and ail otîser lawnEul waya extenul tisa
blcssed Zion înith îçhich tise> arc associatcul, Theo are mon>'
other dutica dischargod b>' tisa MNissienarios but the aboya le tise
neet important and signilicant. Freintwclva toeigiteccuSabbath
Schoele are organizea annualiy by cach et tise Missionarica, tha
great suaoent>' et iviich are I'rasbytcnian. lu mn>' instansces
tîsese Scheels grovin te ilreshyterian Chiurches-abou. tire thirdas
or oue liait. Anully there is helul a Couference compostd of
thcsa Missicuaries. Iu this Contcrcncc thasuccesses, tailurca andi
the osîtloox arc discusscd andi plais !,r tho future suggestcd a-id
thorougly cosseidered. Theoe gatherlugh -ire greatly stisnulaîing
aud enconraging ta ail the men. WVe have net esîteroti Mississippi,
L.ouisiana, Alabassîs, and sonne other.Sositiieru States, bust I thsink
plans ara nsîaturng, looking terirard ta tho taking of Lîse States
by our mon fon tisa Lord Jasus."
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