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this fact adequately nccounted for—at uny rato so far as its
subject matter is concerned. For although it abounds with vain
oonceits, ohildish and inorediblo storics, and absnrd and far.
fotohed intorpretations of Holy Boriptare, mingled in glorious
confogion and intersperged with not a few indecent allusions, yot
it nndoubtedly contains a mino of wisdom and learning and pre.
sorvos the bost thougbte of a succession of romarkable mon
eminent for their wisdom and piety.

But the light which is in it is fitful, now shining brightly aud
anon going out in uttor darkness. It has in it no progressive
toaching, no gradual revelation of knowledge. It is a mero
medloy, not a wise book, g0 much as a missellansouns oollestion of
wigo utterances on a groat variety of subjeots, seoular and roli.
gious, J: has no climax, bas no central or dominant truth,
establishes no dootrine. It is likean Indian jungle, full of inter-
minable and intricato patbways whioh lead to nowhero. It is
utterly unlike the XKing's highway, the open path to Heaven, in
which the wayfaring man though s fool, need not err,

May it not be that the Talmud has shared the neglect which
the Jewish people themeselves havs experienced at the hande of
the world! MMay it not bo that the referonce of tho propheocy of
Teaiah iato this very book ? for it caunot be theinspired « wisdom
of which the prophet speaks when ho says, * Tbe wisdom of their
wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent
men shall bs hid." How remarkably bave these words been fal-
filled in the history of the Talmud! To the vast majority of
Christians and cvon of Jews, it is * bidden,” and its very momory
faded.

Unlike the olassio language, refined thought, sublime aspir.
ations and poetio dezcriptions of inspired Scripture, which of
themselvea have attracted the admiration of the world, the
Talmudio tonguo has no charm of style, nosymmetry of grammar,
no elegance of thonght and expression. Its Janguage is coarse and
vulgar, and its tone low. Its natural home would be the place of
concourse of tha people, not the Academies of the learned.

There is a Lexicon to the Talmud, entitled ** Aruch,” the
signification of which is * set in order.” It is attributed to a
certain Rabbi Nathan,about whom, however, very littls is known,
the date at which he lived being uncerlain, althoogh tradition
places him in the eleventh century as Ruler of tho S8ynagoguo at
Rome.

When the lato learncd and devout Jew, Emmanuel Deutch, of
the British Museum, wrote his celebrated article on the Talmud,
which appeared in the Quarterly Review, very great interest, not
to say enthusiasm, was awakened. Many turned to the study of
Hebrow with the intention of reading the Talmud for themselves,
while goneral readers followed the eloguent writer with dolight, as
ho unfolded to their gaze the mysterious book which ravealed ths
mind and beart, the hopes and fears, tho eins and sufferings, tho
goodness and nobleness of Isracl for thirty gonerations of their
tronbled snd chequered lite. But the oraclo soon became silent.
Thko charm faded away whoa it was found that, notwithstanding
ite intringio merits and its historio interest, it described & lifo and
expressed modes of thought peculiarly its own. It was {found to
bave no messago for the world, nothing in common with modern
thought.

From 8o Cyclopean a work as the Talmud, a veritable olla
podrida of philosophy, natural and mental, astronomy, law, medi-
cine, and what not, it is almost impossible to make aelections or
quotations, as illustrations of the gencral character of the book.
Somo of tho sentences and the maxims of venerablo rabbi’s are
veritablo pearls and worthy of being rescued from tho mass of
puerilities in which they are imbedded. Thus the ronowned
Rabbi Hillel says, * Be not liko aervants serving God for hire.”
“In a doubtful matter abstain,” ¢ Consider threo things aud
vou will not transgress—an cye sces you, an car hearts you, and
Syour acts aro recorded.” “Trust not in yoursclf till your death.”
¢t Judge nnother when thou art jin his place.” Thesc and a vast
number of aimilar aphoriams aro surely words of the wise, likened
by the ¢ Preacher " to goads and nails fixed by masters of assen.
blies,” and inasmuch as they wero, as Renan says ** Curront coin
of the Synagogue” can hardly fail of having produced a consider-
able moral effect upon the people at large.

Tho word Talmud simply moans ** doctrine.” Thero are two
Talmuds, ono knownas the Babylonian, the other as the Jerusalem.
Of theso, the former is hold in the highest csteem, and is regarded
as ¢ The Talmud” par excellence. Each Talmud is divided into
Mishoa and Gomara, tho former baing tho embodiment of tho oral

traditions of tho nation, the laiter boing & commentary, scholion
or expansion of the former. The Mishina in both Talmuds is the
snmeo, The Qemaras differ. Tho Gemara of the Jerusalom Talmud
wasadded in thosecond century that of tho Babylonian in the fifth.

The Talmud, like the ‘Labernacle of old, hias threo veils, and to
this day, whon Moses is read, the vail is upon the hearts of Isrel.
Nevertheless, when it shall turn to the Lord the vail shall bo
taken away. May tho Lord hasfon it in His time !—Selected.

1t is probably owing chielly to the Talmud that the Jews, asa
nation are still outside tho fold of Chriat. 1low, then, can the
book fail to attract the atteation of the Christian solicitous for
the spicitunl welfare of Iaracl? It is marvelloue for how many
hundred years this deop mino of Jowish learning was unoxplored
by tho learned of other nations, Many learned men, indeed, from
the days of Maimounidos to thoso of thoe late Emmanucl Deutsch,
have endeavoured to dispel the darkness of this mysterious book.
But such authers as Wolf, and Bartolocoi, Buxtorf, and Eisen-
mengeor are not exactly as familiar, oven among students, as house.
hold words. Not until after the dawn of the Roformation did the
literati of Europe consider tho waters of this venerablo fountain of
Jowish thought worth drinking. It wassoon discovered, howover,
that they had been mistaken in neglecting the productions of the
ancicnt Rabbis, and as the knoswledge of Hebrow increased, a cor-
responding amount of attention was bestowed on Talmudic
studics

Our own brauch of the missionary enterprise takes no mean
position in this growthand dovelopment. A few years since the
late Dr. Dolitzsch communicated with overy socioty devoted to
Jewish missions, 80 as to securo such statistical information as he
could command. 1o found that there wecre no less than 47
Pratestant missionury sociotics engaged in Jewish missions, having
135 stations, 377 agents, and a total income of about £90,000;
whilst as to direct results, he estimated that at least 100,000 Jesus
have reccived Christias baptisw durine the present century.

W. F. M. S. Presentations.

A meoting of the W.F.M.S. was hold rccently in Chalmers
Church Gnelph. Tho chair was occupied by Mrs. Barclay, Vresi-
dent of theSooiety. A very interesting letter was read from Mra.
Jeflrey, Secretary of clothing supplics, Toronto, respecting the
supply _of clothing for tho Northwest Territories. Rev. Dr.
Wardrape was then called upon to deliver an address, in which ho
reviewed the work of the socioty in Guelph siuce its organization
aud on behalf of the ladies of the auxiliary, presented Mrs. Jas.
Watt, the much esteemed ex president, with a hifo membership
certificate  Nrs. Watt made an earnest reply in which she ox.
pressed her thankfulness and appreeiation of the honor which had
beea conferred on her.  Mrs. Jus Ritchie was then presented with
a handsome rocking chair, by the ladics, for her faithfulness and
many acts of sorvice in the past.  Rev, R. J. M. Glassford replied
on behalf of Mrs. Ritchie, thanking the ladices for their kindness
in rememberingg her?  After the conclusion of business about one
hundred ladies cnjoyed a social cup of tea, and one of the most
delightfolmeotings of the auxihary was brought to a close.

Rov. Dr. G. T. Dillard writes to tho Southern Presbytcrian :—
“The territory which I have charge of covers Virginia, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgin, and Florida. Therc are cight
Sabbath School Missionaries ¢f the Northern Presbyterian Church
laboring in theso States. Threo in North Carolina, two in Virgina
one in South Carolina, ono in Georgia, and ono in Fiorida. Of
courso these arc colorcd Sabbath School Missionarics laboring for
their people. Thodatyof theso men is to organize Presbyterian
Sabbath Schools and in that and all other lawful ways extend tho
blessed Zion with which they aro associated, There aro many
other dutics discharged by tho Missionaries but the above is the
most important and significant. From twelve tocightcen Sabbath
Schools aro organized annually by cach of tho Missionarics, tho
great majority of which are I'resbyterian. In imany instunces
these Schools grow into Presbyterian Churches—about two thirda
orono half. Annually thero is held & Conferonce composed of
theso Missionaries. In this Conference thoauccesaes, failures and
the outlook arc discussed and plans for the future suggested and
thoroughly considered. These gatherings aro greatly stimulating
and encouraging to all tho men. Wahave not entored Mississippl,
Louisiann, Alabama, and somc other Southern States, but I think
plans are miaturing, looking forward to tho taking of thosc Statos
by our men for tho Lord Jesua.”



