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man, 50o this Ark exceis that. That saved only eýq7t persons-this "a great mul-
titude wbich no nian can number," 11ev. vui. 9. '£hat fromn ioatr-this from,
Ileverlasting burnings," lsa. xxxiii. 14. That only a temporal deiiverance.-tllis§
ei'crtas(ing, Il having obtained eternat redemption for us," IIeb. ix. 12 ; Isa. xlv.
17. That froni some ovils-this frorn everýy evii, "lthat ho might redeem us from
ail iniqcuity," Titus ii. 14; Col. ii, 10 ; Nuni. xxiii. 21. That rested on Mount
Ararat-thia ou the everlasting his wbither hoe aseended, "'far above ail prinol-
pality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that i8 named not
only in this worid, but altso in that which is to corne,>' Eph. i. 21. "lThe moun-
tain of the Lord's bouse shall ho estabised on the top of the mountains, and
shall bc exalted above the hbis, and ail nations shall flow into it,"1 Isa. ii. 2.
There remainoth, therefore, a rest for the people of God, lob. iv. 9. IlWho ean
be eon-pared unto the Lord?" P,-. lxxxix. 6. "lAil the things thou eanst desire
are note to bo eompared unto hini," Prov. iii. 15. "But now thus saith the Lord,
that creftted thee, 0 Jacob, and hie that formed thee, 0 Israel, Fear flot:- for I
iiav%4 redeomed thee, I have called thee by thy naine; thon are mine. Wheu
tio't pftssest through the waters, I will be Nvith thee ; and through the rivers,
tbey shahl not overflow thee; when thon walkest through the fire, thon shait not
be burned; neither shall the flame kindie upon thee. For 1 arn the Lord thy
~.-d,. the IIoly One qf Israel, thy Saviour,> Isa. xliii. 1-3; 11ev. ii. il ; Phul. iv.
13. "lThine eyes shail eee the King in his beauty; they shail behold the ]and
that is very far off," Isa. xxxiii. 17. "Itnd lhere was no more sea," 11ev. xxi. 1.
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"And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or to i'etnrn froni following after
thee: for 'wbither thon goest, I wiili go; and where thou iodgest, I 'will lodge: thy
people shall be my people, and thy God xny God."-Ruth L. 16.

The history of Ruth the Moabitess is one of the shortest but at the sanie
tirse orie of the most interesting portions of the Old Testament Seriptures.
It is distinguished for its extrenie sixnplieity and beauty, for its deightful
images of pastoral and rural ';fe, for the insight which it gives us into the
usagyes and customis of a very remote period of the world, and for the useful
and practical instruction with which it abounds. That part of the book to,
which we would more particularly invite the reader for a very littie, br.ngs
under our notice the great attachment which existed between the two princi-
pal female characters of the narrative. Naorni, the eider of the tiioe wns a
Jewish niatron, who, with lier hushand Elimeleoli, bad beif driven by famine
froni the land of their nativity, and had gone to sojourn in the country of
Moab. At tlie tume of their removal the faîniiy consisted of four persons-
Naomi ' ber husband, and two sons-a goodly family thougli small, and one
that bade fair to hand dowa tlieir common name to future generations. But
"O od's ways are not as our ways, neither are his thouglits as our thouglits."
Frirst, the bond of the household was romoved by death, and suhsequently
lier two sons died niso, both of whom had marriod Moabitish women, now
ieft widows and ehlldless. These dispensations were very trying, and, there-
fore, we need hardly wonder at Naomi's excliming tînt the Lord had deait
vcry bitterly with lier. On resolving te rotura to ber native country, Nuomi
advised ber daughters-in-law to romain bohind her with their kinsfolk and
friends; and ber arguments prevaiied with Orpah, whio, we are infornied,
kissed lier mother-in-law and returned unto ber people and lier gods. It was
otherwise with R1uth, tho chief character of the storv. She steadfastly re-


