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vanced and labor is practically at » premium.
No tradesman necd he idle, and in some
lines, especinlly those associated with build-
ing, tho acale of wages has increased from
82 and $2.60 a day to &3 and £3.50, with
workmen scarco oven at that figure. Em-
ployors and employees thus exporience jointly
thy bleasings of Canada's ¢ growing time."

In considering the proportions of this
year's trado in oxcess of that of former
seasons, it should be born in mind that 1898
was A particularly good year for Victuria
manufacturers, owing to the stimulus given
by the sudden opening up of the northern
trade. So marked was this advauce that
some firms moro than doubled their output.
Tho volume of this year's business, there-
fore, while in niost cases in excess of that of
Iast year, represonts an advance of from
ufty to 130 per cent. on the trade of an
vrdinary year.

Iarly in the season the City Cour.cil set a
good exampls by advancing the wages of a
number of tho clerical staff at the City Hall.

The iucreaso of business of the B.C.,
Blectric Railway Cumpnny may be judged
from the fuct that the earnings of the road
are far in excess of the earnings in 1898,
From April 1st to July 3lst the receipts
from the road were 854,220, as compared
with 846,856 for the samu perind last year.
The oflice s1aff has been incrensed, the track
gang augmented, and the wagos of the latter
advanced without solicitation.

R. Dunsmuir & Sons have increased the
number of their omployeos both in tho mines
aud an the E. & N. Railroad to an almost
phenomenal degree. In tho Extonsion cosl
mine alone six hundred men aro employed,
where none were working last year. Work

in connection with the extension of the road

and the construction of coal bunkers at
Oyster Bay has led to the addition of about
two hundred and {ifty men to the pay roll of
last yoar.

During tho last two yenrs the development
of trade in connection with the Albion lren
Works has beon littlo less than phenomensl,
In 1896 the company were employing about
ninety meon. ‘Lu-day they have about 260
wmen on their pay roll.  In addition to this
they have within the last two years added to
their plant, mvolving an expenditure of!
375,000, For the Inst two months they have
had shifts working night and day in order to
keop pac s wath their orders. '

The Victoria Muchinery Depot, while not
as oxtensive a busmess as the Albion Ca, !t
has onjoyed a prosperous year. Here, t00.|
the men have been obliged to work over-
time, tho output having advanced twenty-five
per cent. Tho working stafl’ has been in-
creased about twenty per cent.

Of the prosperity of the Pendray Soap
Co. and British-American Paint Co, proof is
furnished by the imposing building now being
erected to accommodate the works. Early
in tho year Mr. Pendreay acquired the busi-
ness of the Canada Paint Co. and amalgamat-
ed it with the large soap business which ho
has buile up. A Jarge brick building, four
stories high, and 130x90 feet in dimensions,
is rapidly nearing completion, and will be
employed for the nccommodation of the paint
manufacturing plant. The entire business
hus increased thirty per cent., while, in
addition to putting on a number of unskilled
workmen, several high-salaried assistants
have been added to the staff.

At the Victoria Chemical Works trade has
increased this year fifty per cent., with tho
staff' of employees advancing accordingly.

*‘By 8pocial Warrant

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT.

Recognizing the importance to the
manufacturing industries of Canada of ail
matters touching Export Trado we have
docided to open a Burcau of Information
embracing every point of interest con-
nected with this subject, and which Bu-
repu is avallable to all our many patrons.

The vex&w roat experience of thig house
in this and in all commercinl affairs an
exporience extending over onc hundrod
yocars, and our connection with the British
consuls throughout the world, enables us
to extend to our patrons information both
valuable and reliable—for instance:

To give them the names and addresses
of ACTUAL BUYERS in any line of trade,
and in any country in the world.

To answer special inquiries of every
character relating to trade interests.

To give PRIVATE information of a Com-
merefal nature,

To quote Tariffs, Imports and Exports
of any country, and leading industry of
any Oity in the World.

To give Rates of Frelght and Marine
Insurance., and to advise as to the manner
of shipping goods and collecting accounts,
ete., and wo cordially snvite our Patrons
to malke use of thig Bureau of Information
free of charge, and also to make full use
of our oflices in Toronto and abroad. and all
other reasonable information and services
to promote the export of Canadian manu-
factures,

KELLY'S DIRECTORIES, Limited
28 Vietoria St., Toronto, Ont.
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