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ST, PETER*S BASILICA.

IFritlen for the Nor*-Wester

To essay a desoriptive narrative of
St. Poter’s Bagilica in Rome 18 indeed
a hazardous task, for the human mind
is incapable of comprehending the
grandeur of that greatest of christian
temples. So vast, 8o wonderous, so
harmonizing are all the adjuncts of
this lordly edifice, that omne fevls be-
wildered oven in the contemplation of
thoe most beautiful monument, which iy
forever the masterpiece of the genius
of western nations. To appreciato the
richness and beauty of St. Peter’s, one
must visit it, and rovieit it, ** breaking
to pieccu-meal the great whole, and
making them separate objects of con
templation ;" but to form any adequato
idon of its immensity, it is necessary to
botake oneself far from the maddening
crowd, to some distant spot, where the
eye, no longer discerning puny struc
tures, will be freo to embrace within
its vision the gigantic whole.

The writer recalls with thrilling re
membrauce the glory, with which St.
Peter's cupela burst in upon his view,
when far out upon the Lleak and
deserted Compagnia, whose now de-
solate plains were in former ages the
glories of ancient Rome, wbose fields
are strewn with pieces of white marble,
the shattered fragments of friozes,
columns and tombs, like *¢bones
bleached on the-battle field,” knceling
down in reverential fear before the
towering cross, wiich surmounts the
¢« vast and wonderous dome," he beheld

for the first time thet monarch of the
wilderness. The feeling was akin to
that which the mariner experiences on
seeing land after a temptuous voyage,
or which fills the soul of the weary
pilgrim from the east, who, journey-
ing to Jerusalem, bows down before
the city of thecrucified Christ. There
it stood, towering heavenward, re-
splendent in the golden rays of the
getting sun, proclaiming to the universe
the conquest of Christianity over
paganism and idoltary.

With wonderous eyes the visitor ap-
proaches the grand piazza leading to
St. Peter's. It ig impossible to desire
anylhing more majestic and impo<ing,
and more calculated to throw the
basilica into bold relief. Of oval
shape, circumferenced by a superb
portico, with four ruws of massive
Corintbian columns surmounted with
statues larger than life, it forms a
fitting entrance to the precincts of the
church. In the centre of this spaceis
placed one of the largest of Egyptian
obelisks, at either side of which twe
fcuntains shoot their waters upwarls
in silver streams to a distance of some
eighty feet, which, when retursing in
cascade form, produce s marvellous
effect, exhibuiting all the varicus tints
of the rainbow. A gradual ascent is
commencedabout seventy fivefect from
the vestibule of the church. Here the
magsiveness begins ; the mind seems
already lost in the maze of architectual
symmetry and rebels against crediting
the surroundings with their just pro-
portions. The Bagilica is entered !

* Its grandeur overwhelms thee not,

s And why? It is not lessencd, but thy mind,
* Expanded by tho genius of the apot,

* Haa grown coloexal.”

Six bundred and thirteen feet from
the spot on which the visitor is now
standing is the cheir of St. Peter,
some 225 feet of aisles and a nave are
at either side of him, while raising his
eyes he 15 dazed with the glittering
panels of the gilded roof, extended 150
feet high in air, to be carried to the
still more wondrous altitude of 434
feet when 1mmedately under the
dome. This then is the immensity of
St. Peter's, 618 fect long, 150 feet
high in the nave and aisles, 484 fect
under the dome, and 450 feet wide at
the transept. The awe-stricken visitor
seems paralyzed by the effect, and re-
maining motionless for some minutes,
vainly endeavors to encompass within
his weak intellect the immensity be-
fore him, Unconsciously he moves,

« .+« . *Butincreasing with the advance,
Like cllmhln;'z somo great Alp, which still deth move,
Decelved by its gigantie elegance,”

ho beholds
* Vastuess which grows, but grows to harmonlize.”
Botaking himself to the Baldachino,
which surmounts the high altar, and
neath which are buried tho Apostles,
Snints Poter and Paul, a flood of
light breaks in upon his soul, and
looking aloft he views,

*Tho deme, the vast and wondreus dome
To which Diana’s marvel wag a vell,
Lhirist a nighty shninse aboro His saartyr's tomb *

It is impossible for the human
mind to concaive the mighty grandeur
of the dome of St. Potor's. Words
fail to picture it.  All deseription falls
ghort of it. It is too coloseal in its
propurtions, too gorgeous in its glit-
tering mosaic work to Lo portrayed in
narrative. A Pantheon lifted high in
air, this is what St Peler's dome is,
tlug 18 what Michael Augelo intended
it to be. One hundred and ninety-
five feet in diameter, four bundred
and thirthy four feet in height, adorn.
«d with the richest wnosaics, it forms
a fitting canopy for the tombs of the
holy apostles.

The interior decorations of this
 vatshining and- overwhelming edi-
fice " are in keeping with its im.
raensity. :

** Rich marbles, ticher Sxinungv. shiines where femo
tho lamps of gold.”

all arc centred in this grandest of
Christian temples. It were useless to
make a tour of the church, for the
mind is unable to drink in at one
draught such a beauteous grandeur.
Twenty-nine altar pieces, cach costing
more than $20,000 ; 185 statues. and
twenty monuments, some of which cost
$30,000; 100 immense pillars, and a
floor paved invariegated marbles, price.
less mossics, costly getns, all combined,
make St. Peter's at Rome the grandest
achievement of modern times. Truly
doth Byron sayin his **Childe Harold,”

** But thou of tomples old or altars new
Standest alone, with nothing like to thoe,
Worthicst of God the Hoty and the true
Towor, rlory, strength and beauty, all are ulsled
In this eternal ark of worship undeliled.”

It may be of interest to briefly men-
tion the history of 8t. Peter's. The
spot on which the Basilica is located
was in the time of Nero given up to
heathen saperstitions; justly is it

i spoken of as * infamibue locis.”” The

early Christians deposited the bodies
of their martyred disciples in & grotto
near to the imperial oircus. The
body of St. Peter was placed in this
grotto, and Pope Anacletus erected an
oratory, where for three centuries the
faitbful assembled to pray. Constan
tine resolved to change the oratory
1nto & more noble temple. This work
of the great emperor remained for
eluven centuries. In 1450 Pope Nich
olos V. began the reconstruction of
the present edifice. At his death it
wag not raised more than five feet
above the pavement. Paul IL coo-
tinued the work after several modifi-
cations. Paul IIL. committed the
completion to Michael Angelo, who
altered the design to the form of a
Greek cross. The cupola was finished
under Sixtus V. by James Della Porta.
Under Paul V., Carlo Maderno execut-
ed a Latin Cross, according to the
original designs of Bramante. Pius
V1. perfected the work and on Novem-
ber 18, 1626, Pope Urban VIII, con-
secrated the Buasilica. Thus 176 years
were spent in completing it, at a most
fabulous expenditure,

There is probably no Christian edi-
fice in existence to-day, not even
ex~epting St. Paul's of London, which
is noted for so many historical hap-
penings as is St. Peter’s. Four times
did Charlemague worsbip there; there
the son of Pepin received the Troperial
crown from Leo IIL. ; Alfred, King of
England, was crowned in it by Leo
1V.; Charles the Bald by John VIII,;
Otho 1. by John XII., and St. Hepry
by Benedict VIII.

A large number of popes are inter-
red within the chnrel’s wells, and the
sculptured monuments over many of
the tombs, would alone render St.
Peter's a gem in an artistic point of

view. It is indoed diffoult to realize
the immensge proportions of tho build-
ing. 'The wonderful harmony which
pervades everything makes the
vastness incomprohensible, and only
bfv surveying part by part cau one at
all arrive at any just idea of the whole.
For instancoe, t{o dowe is erected upon
four large columng; whero theso
merge into its encircling limits are
placed four medallion mosaios, repro.
sonting the four ovangelists. On be-
ing viewed from tho pavement below,
those medallions appear not moro
than eighteen or twenty inches in
diameter, yet the pen which St. Luke
bolds in his hand measures in actual
length seven feot! Ono of the best
and perhiaps tho only correct method
of formng an estimatoe of the building
i to take notico of somo devout reni-
tent kneeling mn tho church. Stand-
ing at the doorway and viewed from
the lngh sltar, s man seems but a
spesls on the floor. There aro no pews
or bonches in St. Peter’s. Auy one of
the side chapels can contain a thou-
sand or more people, and the church
iteelf would not seem crowded if 75,-
00Q spectators assembled within its
walls, It would be a pleasing task to
conduot the reader to the summit of
the dome on this occasion and to treat
him to s panoramic view of the city of
the Cwosars. But for the present it
were better that he remain witkin, for
already his mind is opening to the
grandeur before him and

“Growing with Its growth ho thus dilates
His spirits to the #:25 of that ho contemplates.”

s Lea Faw.”
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PUREST, STRONGEST, BEST.

Contains no Alum, Ammonis, Lime,
Phosprates, or any Injuriant,

E. W. CILLETT, Toronto. Ont,

Trusts Gorporation

OF ONTARIO

And Safe Deposit Vaulls,

Bank of Commerce Build ing, King St.
TORONTO.

Capital Authorized, $1,000 000.
Capital Subscribed, $800,000.
How. J. C. Arxixs, ¥.C., - - President.

Hox. SmR.J. .CAnmram‘,} K.C.3.G.,
Hox. 8. C. Woop, Vice-Presidents.

The Corporation undertakes all mannor
of TRUSBTS ond acts as EXECUTOR,
ADMINISTRATOR, GUARDIAN, COM-
MITTEE, TRUSTEE, AS8SIGNEE, LIQ-
UIDATOR &c., or as AGENT for any
of the above appointments. Estates man-
aged. Money Invested. Bonds issued and
countersigned. Financial basiness of all
kinds transacted.

Doposit safes torent all sizes. Valuables
of kinds recoived and safe custody
Guaranteod and Insuroed.

N.B.—Solicitors bringing business to tho
Corporation are rotained in the professiona

case of same.
A. E. PLUMMER, - Managor.

HAPLE LEAF HOTEL.

CLANCY BROS,.

Beg o inform their friends acd the Lgubl!c gonenaily
that they have openod their

New sotel, Nos, 771 to 775 Quesa st, B

Corner Saulter strect,
Where thoy will kcep a First-class Stock of Wines,
Liquors and Cigars.
Bass's Ale and Guinness's Stout
ALBO IX RTOCX.

Toronto_General _
rustsGo.

sarg peposte J [USIS L

VAULTS,
=== CORNER —

YONGE AND COLBORNE STS,,
TORONTO.

Capital, « - .« - $1,000,000

Quaranteo and Reservo Funds, $225.000

————

flon, Ed. n:ake’ Q~Co, "Lcno, Preetdent.
E. A. Meredith, LL.D., )
Johin Hosklo, Q.C., I.L.l).,} Vice-Pres'ts.

AND

Chartered to act sa EXFCUTOR, ADMINISTRA-
TOR, TRUSTEE, GUARDIAN, ASSIGNEE, COM.
MITTEE, HEQEIVEH, AGENT, cte, and for the
fasthiiul performanco of all such dutica'ita capital and
surplus aro Hable,

ALL SECURITIES AND TRUST INVESTMENTS
ARE INSCRIBED IN TUHE COMPYNY'S BOOKS IN
THE NAMES OF TIl® ESTATES OR TRUSTS TO
WHICH THEY BELUNG, AND APART FROM THE
ASSETS OF TIHE COMPANY

Tho protecticn of the Conpany a vaults for tho pro.
scrvation of WILLS offcred gratnitoudy

SAFES IN THEIR BURGLAR PROOF
VAULTS FOR RENT.

Tho scrvices of Sollcitors who bring cstates or
|} to tho Lompany atc retained.  All business
ontrusted to tho Corupany will bo economically and
prourptly a:('cndcd to.

W. LANCMUIR,

DMaxaceRr.

BUILDING SALE.

ONTRACTORS have com-
G menced work on No. 172
Yonge st., and it will not be
very long before this large ad-
dition will be added to our pre-
sent premises. We have other
plans on building lines that
will rapidly unfold themselves
right along. Our Nos. now
read—170, 172, 174, 176, 178
Yongestreet,and around Queen
street taking Nos. 1 and 3- - a
big stretch of store room, isn't
it?

CARPETS,

Tapestry Carpets, 10¢, worth 2%, 25¢, worth 35¢,
2lc, worth 37¢ ; 32ic, worth 40c; 40c, worth
50c ; 50¢, worth 65¢.

Union ag;eu. 25¢, regular prico 85¢, S0¢, regu.
1ar prico 374~ ; 35¢, regular prico 60c; 45¢,
regular prico G0c.

All-wool Carpets, 50c, worth 75¢ ; 65¢, worth 85¢;
70¢, worth $1.

Brusscls Carpets, 75¢, with § bordez, wurth 81;
85¢, worth §1: 90¢c, worth $1.20; §1, worth
£€1.25. Hall and Stalr, 3 wide, 75¢, worth

81.15.

English Linoleums, 81 per square yard, worth
£1.%0 ; 7bc, worth $1.25,

Best Ollcloth, 60v por square yard, worth §0c;
45¢, worth 6507 SSc, worth £00; 20c, worth

S0c.

Chenille Curtaine, $2.60, worth §3.25, £3.25,
worth 84.25; £3.50, worth 24,75 ; 85, worth
£6.50 ; £0 50, worth §8.76.

Lace Curtains, 25¢ palr, worth 8% S0¢, worth
450 ; 38¢, worth 60¢c; cream and whito lace,
3} yards long, ¥5¢, worth 81.23.

R. SIMPSON,

8. W comner Yongo and } Entranco Yongo st
Quocn st , T to. | E sen gt .
New Annex, 170 Yongo

" i Oiario Carpet Clearing Co’s
STEAN CARPET CLEANER

GIVES BEST SATISFACTION.
TE8:—Clesning and laying Brusscls, bc. +d
BA W OB AT 08 Wilkon,” o T

Cleaning only, 3. ¢
UPHOLSTERING $n all its Braprhes
v, O'CONNOR, who is a practical Upholsterer
with fiftecn years expotience, attends nally Lo
all work. ONTARIO CARPET CLEANING CO.

¥, &'CONNOM,
Telephono 3311, 10 Mazlborough Ave,



