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Calendar for tho Week.

Aug. 24—Bt. Bertholomerw, Apostie.

26 8t. Lows, Confessor.,

W Rt Zephyrinus Pape and Martyr

47—Fourtcenth Runday after Pente-
cust, The Most [ ure Heart of
tho Blessed Virgin Mary

28—8t, Augustine, BislLop, € onfessor
and Doctor.

20—The Bohcading of St. Johun the
Baptist.

30—8t. Rose of Lima, Virgs,
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Philosophical Talks.

ABOUT RIGHTS,

We are glad to meet our frionds
again in the pages of Tur Carthowric
Rroisten, Wo thought it well to give
them a rest during the summer heat
and the Sunday car contruversy.
Philosophy is not exactly the thing
for o summer holiday, and Sunday car
controversialists scom to profer The-
ology, poetry, aucient and modern
history, with a mixture from contribu-
tors like Dr. Carman, of ignoranco,
prejudice, bigotry and—bosh.

But now, when ordinary people are
beginniug to keep cool, and popular
orators and newspaper editors will
have time to listen to resson, a hrtle
philosophy may be in order again.
Indeed, as this Talk will come in be-
fore the Sunday car contest 15 ended,
it may help to uphold the right, even
at the end of the contest. For this
Talk is to be all sbout Rights, and
about the rights of all—men, women
and children.

Hitherto we have talked about
Duties. In speaking of human aots
duty comes before right. The first
thing for an intelligent creaturs is to
know what he ought to do. The next
thing is to know what he may do and
what he may demand. Shakespeare's
hero had the true idea of human right
when he said: ** I dare do all that
may become & man. Who dares
do more is none.” What is called
* modern morality "' confounds right
with might, I may with I can. Right
with the teachers in this school is no
longer a matt -~ of reason and free
will, but an affair of physical force,
numerical majorities, or military
strength. Their principle secems to be

** That thoy should take who bave the power,
And they should kecj. who can.”

It is true indesd that right is a
power, but it is a moral power, a power
residing in a person, and upheld by
reason and free will. A right is that
in virtue of which a person calls any-
thing his owm, to the exclusion of
others. Everyove, of course, calls
himself his own. He bhas a right to
himself, and a right to his actions,
becaure he is his own. He is free,
under God, to dispose of himselfand
his actions as he i_kes within the hmits
of law. His duty, as we havo seen in
former talks, is to act upto his rational
nature, and his right to claim as his
own what such rational nature re
quires: and as justize is to give every-
one his own, others are bound to

are connatural and acquired.

respect Lis an a1 lease him free
to oxerciso his right.

But man is not self suflicient, Ilis
nature needs many things outside of
itself to attain its duo perfeotion, and
honce man‘s right not only to do, but
to »+-  His self hood is the founds
tion of hia right to do, his right to
freedomn, personal, socinl, civil, and
religious.  His self insufliciency and
his progressive social naturo aro the
foundaticn of his right tc possess, his
right of property. Tho righ's of man
The
pbilusophy of the famous Declaration
of Independence was protty correot
when it said . ** Man has o connatural
right to life, liberty and the pursuit of
koppiness.” Acquired rights dopend
upon human action. Such are the
rights to property duly seoured by law,
and all rights that come by contract.
Some rights & man may not resign,
such ns the right to life; and these
rights are called invlienable, The right
of a parent to educate hisohild is an
inalienable right. He may indced
communicate his right to a teasher,
but ke cannot surrender it even to the
State. This goes to show that man
has rights in relation to tho State, and
prior to, and indepondont of, the State.

In relation to God man has no
rights, only duties In the presence
of the Suprome Bei1g man is not his
own; heis not a person, not master
of lnmself, he is the property of the
Divine Master and Owner of all things.
It is sometimes said that man has a
right to choose his own religion. He
has, in relation to his fellow-man.
Ho has not in relation to God. Agam
it is said tuat man has a right to have
no religion if he likes—false philoso-
phy as .7ell as bad theology. Man i3
a rational creature and as such is
essentially bound to acknowledge his
entire, complete and perpetual de-
pendence on his Creator, and to
worship that Creator and Sovereign
Lord by praise, revarence and service.
It is only when man comes into rela-
tion with his fellow-man that bhis
rights really begin. Here his right to
life, hberty and happiness is absolute.
Man has no right to determine the
kind of worship he gives God Sunday
morning. That is a matter for God
to se.le. But man has a right to
determine the kind of rest he will
take Sunday evening, and how he will
take it, and this right all other men
are bound to respect, It is as absurd
for his fellow-man to presume to dic-
tate to him about his rest or recreation
as 1t is about his religion ; and if such
dictation takes the form of a majority
vote, might rules right in civic or
social slavery. Majorities may indeed
regulate and even determine acquired
rights; but when they dare to touch
the connatural, inglienable rights
of the individual, they abuse their
power in the worst form of tyranny.

Rights and duties are correlative
terme. That 18, whenever one man
has & right his neighbor has a duty to
respect that right, as he has a duty to
respect the rights of his neighbor.
Yet there are duties without rights,
and rights without duties. It may be
o duty to give alms to a beggar, who
bas no right to one’s money, but has a
claim on one’s charity, Infants and
idiots have rights, but no duties. Yet
it is our duty to give them their rights;

|

and it is woll to remember that the
rights of infauts begin with their
lives, and tho rights of idiots and
insanu porsons ond only with their
aeatas,

As all porsons hiavo rights, and as
women aro persons, of course womon
have rights! Indeed all that has
been hero said about rights applies
equally to men and women. Woman's
most distinctive, highest and noblest
right is the right to be reapeoted,
roverenced aud loved. This right
thoy will bost protect by keoping vut
of politics and away from polling
booths, even when the juestion to be
sottled is Bunday cars.

B

R Bilver Jubileo.

a————

No moro fitting oceasion can be
fcund in the lifo of o priest upon
which he is mado the recipiont of tho
esteom of his brother priests end of
his people than tho twenty-fifth anni.
versary of his ordination. A triple
blessing from God has rested upon his
lifo and laborg. There is the blessing
of being spared until that time, for it
is not granted unto very many. Then
the priestly charnctor hut beon duly
formed and fully doveloped - tho waters
of graco have beon pouring down into
the springs and fountaina of human
action, softening somo, hardening
others, and rendering heart and mind
and soul mere truly devoted and un-
solfish, And thelabors aro no~ mani-
fest: the Oburch, which cost the
energy of the pastor and the generosity
of the people, stands out the monu-
ment of his priesthood ; the school,
now firmly established and steadily
advancing in usefulness and efficiency,
has been fostored by him; the paro-
chial residence, comfortable but not
extravagant, has risen to be a home
for bimself in his lattor years and for
his successors. The springtime of
such » priest's life has not only blos-
somed into the flower of summ ., it
hes deepéned into the harvest of
autumn., Upon tho joyous occasion
his clerical brethren gather round him,
and his people, also, to thank God for
atl the good given His chosen sorvant
through ail the years gone by, and to
implore a continuance of them to the
end. All this was done at Thorold on
the 1Gth instant at Father Sullivan's
Jubiles, an account of which will be
found elseshere, Little remains to
be added except to present the congra-
tulations of Tug Catnonic Rearsten to
our good friend, and our best wishes
for many years of usefulness in that
Church whick he has served so faith-
fully and so weli.

The Columbian Catholic Congress.

When the history of this year comes
to be written, high amongst the great
ovents will be the congresses which
have been held at Chicago during
the World's Fair. Whether the
ond aimed at was to attract more
people (for Americans generally have
an eyo to the practical) 1t matters not.
Where numbers are gathered together
with one idea uniting them, and where
they etart disoussion to find the extent
to which they agree upon the subject,
and how far they disagree, good will
come of it—not all the good which tho
enthusiastio prime-movers had hoped,
put distorted views are correoted, pro-

judice is romoved and narrow minds
widened, This is true of most sub-

jeots, to o vory limited oxtent it is
oven truo of rcligion, We are not,

however, so esgoer for tho Roligious
Congress, or as it is technically called
« Parlivmont of Religions.” That dis

tinguishod prelates may riso and give
o reason of the hopo within them,
ead do good by a0 doing, we have no
doubt, but we are suro that the dig

nity of a Catholic prulate will saveo
him from parliamentary debato upon
religion, and that Catholic truth can
nover cnter ito discussion with error.
SBuch a pachiatuont uneeds a Snint for
speakor, and tho prayor of o Saint as
tho preamble of its moasure ; faith is
a gilt of God.

But our interest contres more about
tho Columbisn Catholiz Congress,
which is to convene a week from next
Monday, September 4, and which will
continuo its sessicns daily during the
weoek, The iden origivated at the
Catholic Congress in 1880, when it
was proposced to Liold an mternational
congross in tho aity where tho World's
Fair would be hold. Tho ropresenta-
tives from the different diocesos, col-
leges and sominarics will run up to
tho number of four or five thousand
dolegates. Invitations have been aant
to tho arolibishiops and bishops outside
the Uwited States, and also to distin-
guishied Catholio l.ymon throughout
tho world. The central item on tho
programme is the social question as
proposed by tho Holy Father in his
Enoyclical upon *¢ The Condition of
Yzabor,” A number of papersare to be
read upon this subject . 1. The Fnoy-
olieat of Pope Leo XIIL on ** The Con-
dition of Labor;"” 2. The Rights of
Labor : Duties of Capital, 8. Poverty;
4. Public and Privato Charities; 5.
Working men's  Organizations and
Societies for Young Men; 6. Intom-
perance ; 7. Lifo Insurance for Wage-
workers ; 8. Trado Combinations and
Strikes ; 0. Immigration and Coloni-
zation ; ', Condition and Future of
the Indians; 11. Condition and Future
of the Negroes.

A series of papers are to be prepared
upon Columbus, his Mission and
Cbaracter ; Results and Consequences
of the Discovery of the New World ;
Missionery Work of the Church in the

United Stetes; Influence of the
Church upon the Social, Political and
Civil Institutions of the Country.
Another geries have been prepared for
the *f Isabella Day —Isabolla the
Catholic ; \Woman's Work in the
World ; Woman's Work in Religious
Communities ; Woman's Work in Art;
Woman's Work in Laterature; Woman
in the Middle Ages; Woman's Work
in Temporance Reform ; Alumnme As-
sociations in Convent Schools.

That programme is long enough for
one week of the hardest working as-
gombly that cver met, and varied
enough to suit all tastes. The papers
aro to be read, and then discussed he-
fore committees or sections, in which
all interested may take part; a report
will then be made to e Ccngross.
Full arcangements have been meade
for a detailed report, and at the close
an officinl volume will be issued con.
taining tho various papers real and
the gereral proceedings. Its sessions
will undonbtedly be watched with the
deepest intereat by multitudes who
cannot attend, but who, nevertheless,
will feol concerned in its progress und
sucoess, Forourown part, we express
our heart's sincersst desire when we

wish God’s blessing on the Columbian
Oatholic Congress at Chicago.



