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generation shall not pass away, till all these things be ful-
Jilled. Tremendous predictions! But the event was
not less tremendous than the prediction. A complica-
tion of calamities this, which never has been, and,
probably, never will be equalled in the history of man-
kind. ‘ Could'’human wisdom foresee these extraordi-
nary occurrences ? Was there, inthe days of our Lord's
humiliation, any probability of such an event? not
the smallest. Universal peace prevailed.

Numerous preternatural and alarming signs pre-
ceded this tremendous catastrophe. In the days of
Claudius Czesar, a few years before the destruction of
Jerusalem, there happened, in Judea, a prodigious
tempest, most vehement winds and rain, térrible
lightning "and " thunder ; accompanied with fearful
tremblings and roarings of the earth. Previous to the
invasion of Judea, a star, in the form ofa sword, hung
over the city a whole year. In thedead ofthe night,
at the tin.e of the feast of tabernacles, a light similar
to that of the meridian sun, shone, for halfan hour, on
the temple and places adjacent. The great eastern
gate of the téraple, whick was of solid brass, and of
siich. btilk and weight, that twenty men were scarcely
sufficiept to shut it, though it was fastened with strong
bolts, suddenly opened ofits own accord. The priests
watching ifi'the temple, atthe feastof Pentecost, heard
a voice, as of a great multitude, crying, “Let us go hence.
Even before the sun went down, there appenred
armi¢s-in Battle array, and encountering in the air;
with weapons glittering, and chariots which scemed to
compass the whole couatry, and investthe great citiess
‘especially Jerusalem. For no less than seven years
and a half, a countryman, named Jesus, ran up and
down the streets of Jerusalem, especially atthe solemn
féstivals, ¢érymg, in the most doleful accents, o fo
Jerusalém ! wo to the city ! woto the temple ! wo to the
people I' And, ‘though cruelly punished, * nothing could,
restrain him feéme crying ; till at-last, as he was utter-
rigthese Trords, 4vo th myself also, he was instantly
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