
generalion shail iwt pass aiay, till ail thesc- thinýg. befed-
.fl'lled. Treinendous predictions ! But the event iw;
flot less trempndons than the prediction. A complica-
ti'on of calatnities this, whieh liever lias been, and,
krobably, never will be equalled in the history of mait-
kind. 'Could»human wvisdom f'oresee these extraortli-
nary occurrences ? Was there, in the days of our Lord's
humiliation, any probability of suchi an event ? lot.
the sinallest. Lniversal peace prevailed.

Numerous preterrnatural and alarrng signs 'pre-
c-eded this trenietdous catastrophe. Ini the "da-s' of'
Claud us Coesar, a few years before the destruction of
Jeritsalern, there happened, in Judea, a prodigiotu.
'fmpest, most vehemlent winds and raîm, têrrible
lightni'nkg and 'thunder ; accomnpanied ivithi fearfiut
tremblings and roarings of the earth. Previous to, the
ivâsion. of Jiidea, a star, in the forma of a swvoril, huiig

ôvex' the city.a whiole year. !il the dead of the night,
at the tir. e 'of the feast of tabernacles, a ligfht similar
td that, oftÇfiémeridian stin, shone, for hait' an hour, on
thé temple. muid places adjýacent. Th~e great. easterti
gâte of the témplè; which ivas of soliid brass, and of
such. bùIlk iý(ji *ei'glit, thiat twenty meni wereý séarcely
stuffxciéat t o shut if, though it was fastened iith strowng
boits, guddeffly opetied of its owvn accord. The priests
vvatchiyig ifithe temple, atthe feast ofLPentecost, hcaril
a voice, as of a. great multitud(e, cryi~ --Let is go kence.
Eveni beforè the sun wvent downi, there ailpetired
arm'içs-in battle array, and encountering in the- nir;
i\ýi1h vvéapons glittering, and chariots wirhichi scemhed to
comnpass the 'whole counitry, and invest the great cifies-
'especi-<1Tly'Jerusaiem. F'or no Iess thân.a sev en years
agnd a hiaif, a couinti-yman), nanied Jèsnis, rail 11P aid
down the'streets o-fJerrusalern, especially atthe solenui
fàsti vals,' éxiùgn*, in thé. most doleilil accents, zoo to
Jeraolern" .! * o to the city ! woo -to the te»iple ! zco'to the
p<'aple !'And, :thoîigh cruelly puiiished, ' nothing c'ould,
r-estràiri him --ferôm- rying ; tillt ai,'last, as lie ivas utter-
iiigthe.,ý*e i-rs vo Mb nyse!f alo lie was instaintiy


