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aue diguity d« ministers and memhers of a1 hirelings, but men and brethren,  We shail
Chuch established by law in the mother, tear a leaf or two out. of the Confession, we
country 3 nor even because we desire to ap- | shall append an explanatory nots o the 25,
praprinte fo aurselves the name, if only the * ehapter, we shall elevate Erastianism into a
umme, of the thing we desire and love ;—hbut | hevesy, we shall raise up a uew  Jesu-
for far higher and more substantial rensons, | mony and compel our licentiates v vow
We aeek sedurity aguinst ihe dangerons in- | againstit, we shall declare somethinge anea
novations which dissenters have made and | marriage, we shall lav-bands upon Ellom
nre making in the doctrine, disgipline, and | the ceramony of ardinatlon, we-shall inveut
testimony of the Church.  We seek to bind | a new nawe, and eall Kirk-Seseions Pucoeln-
ourselves and the generations whioch will suc- | al Presbyteries, and we shall have, hald, and
ceed us to the orthadox professian of our | possess, 1 huge quantity of spiritual indopond-
fathers. Looking abroud on the digecta|owce. No, hrethron! Rather will we hold
membra of Yresbyterignism in many lunds, | fast the profession of our faith without waver-
on the Church of the American States shiver- | ing. It is not for us to eraso u si-~ie line,
ed into u dozen of fragme:ts—Old Schouol, | to nssail a single position, to qual.  a singie
New School, and diverse schools,~many of | doctrine of that Confession. .\&mlcm deviees
them containing something mare than the | and imaginations and invemions have no
germe of what may grow into the upas tree | churms for us.  We are contonted to walk in
of rationalism and infidelity; on the Church | the old wazs, to maintain the old standa.ds,
of Ireland, with a gousiderable section apenly § to lave the old Chugeh. More than honour
denying the divinity of our Lord; on the U. 1 and reason, more fhan vank and digaity, we
P, Church of Scotland, with a Voluntary 'Pes- | prize safety, and we think that at present we
timony 5 on the Free Church, propounding, In | are safe. ‘The ritualism of Bagland and Ger-
this year and century of grace, the Popish | many will never infectus, The utilitarianism,
doetrine of spiritual fudependence ;—we can- | the sevsationulism, the love of display, and
not but congratulnte ourselves on the wise | the constant hankeving after some new thing,
instinet which has leJ us to seek shelter with- | which huve so disfigured and divided the
in the shadow of the walls of the goodly house | Preshyterianism of the American Stutes, witl
which our fathers have built. To use a nnu- y never usurp dominion over us. It may he
ti¢al figure, should we out ourselves elear of | that our friends who have lately mude the
pur present moorings, whither should we | venture of independence, may prosper as we
Arift? In these fast and changeful times, | would desire. Concerning outselves, there
where should we be ity years henee? No- | can be no doubt whatever, as long s we re-
velties are vife around us, the free-thinker is | main in connection with the Chusrch of Scot-
husy sapping at the foundations of aur hope, | land. Against that rock the gates of hell
erudite men, in colleges and pulpits, speaking | will not prevail.  Popery, prelacy, and, alas!
the jargon of philogophers, are endeavoring . that we should say it, her own rebellious ¢hil-
to explain away our holy mysteries. the eve | dren, have frequently dealt hard blows ac the
of regson s coldly sennning our faith, and | veneruble mother.  Many heresies, many sys-
making out boundary lives tiwaugh its very | tems of philosophy falsely so called, wany
wiidst, Should we set up for ourselves, what | novelties, have from time to time prevailed
next?  Where are our safegnards azainst the | around her.  Still are her garments unspot-
nassults of the enemy ? Independence is g | ted from the warld, pure and sainuy, as in
noble thing, if we could on.y use it disereet- | the days when Culdee missionaries laid her
Iy—if we could only vepress the disj osition | foundations deep in the gloam of Caledonian
which so inevitahly charncterizes it, to sneer | forests, and taught barbarjan kings and paint-
at things old and yffeat things new, to helieve | ¢d kernes to how at the name of Jesus.
too little in the dread of believing too muyeb, | Strong she is, too—let her enemies confess
Have we cleared a pouple of acres of ferest yit; stronger far than when she sate more gt
land and erected » log-hut in these western | ease and governed ji over an undivided peo-
wilds? and do we not then shake our fists at , ple; strong because of her trials and afflic-
monarehy and seowl at arjstocracy, and sav | tions, hecause of the need ske had to furbish
harsh ghings concerning those institutions ! her weapons and_hang out her hanners and
which we formerly prized and respected ? ' man her walls. Like the pine of Clan Alpine
Suppose we haye an acclesiasticul hoyse of - . . .
our own, a bran new American house, A ’%ﬁ%‘;}“g)‘t‘,‘ g“lc_;“f‘::}.‘;":}t’,ck
man can surely do. what he listeth \vitl! his e fiemer she rolotsther; the harder it Llows."”
own properey. e may put what furniture | - :
he pleases into it; he may make what altera-; TLet it he known, then, far and wide,~ to
tions in the apurtments and partitions seem : whomsoever it may coneern, that, mainly for
good to him; . he may arrange jts internal  the reason we have hevein specified, we are
-scor:ofny after a fashion of his own ; nay, he | vesolved at all hazards to maintain intact our
.may pull it down—rafter and beam, tower | present connection. Other motives we havg. .
-und wall—~and sow salt on its foundations, if !\Ve love our mother as a dutifu] daughter
hig be so minded, Suppose we have become | should, and surely if that is a weakness it is
judependent, then—no louger Erastians aud | a veyy amiable one. Our intercoyrse vith




