
tyo of ma a fearful risk must bc encountered, thus te tread the path, whiehi hitherto
led invariably wo a cruel death and the martyr's grave. It wvas, indeed, taking their
life in tlieir hand-and it certainly required, ou their part, strong faith and an entiro
eurreuder of Etco and ail else into the hands of their Lord, wvhom they wished to serve,
and who could shield theni amid every pe1. Sucli was the aspect which Eromanga

pesented and the barriers which conf1ro0nted your missionary when arriving there.
Weak and helpless and very iouely, doubtiess, the dreary shores appeared in view.
Humait aid there was none. The Master's promise was ail. They liad this-they
trnsted iu it, and it was sufficient. 'Your Committee would, at the time, have pre-
forred that youir mission.ary had beau appointed to a field wvhere perils less formidable
weore te, be encountered; but they would now express their gratitude to the God of
Missions that the decisiou was flot as their wisdom wvould dictate, and that vour mis-
isionary wvas endowed with thc Christalu daring that enabled him to brave the perils
of Eromanga. By the good baud of God upon and around them, Mr. Robertson and
his faithful partnar have flot only been protected from every danger, but have succaeded
in some rneasure in sactnring the confidence and good-wili of the natives, of even these
istili devored te their superstition, and who continue unwilling to believe the tratb.
Your Committea feel tInt, lu making this statement, they are justified in assuming that;
a great work bas been accomplished. The great barrier which every missionary fiads
in the way is the distrust entertaîned, and the suspicion %wîî which tIe poor savage
regards his friendly efforts. When this bas been removed and confidence has takzen
its place and the missionary is lookedl upon as a friand, then the tendency naturaily is
to. go to the almost opposite extreme of simple and childlike docility. That your
rnissionary lias been successfnil beyond what we could hope for in already disarming
hostility and secttring confidence, is evident both fromn the statement given by himself,
and from. the communication fromn Dr. Steele, wvho visited the Islands lu the summer
of 1874. Hie writes, 'I was glad to fiud Mr. and Mrs. Robertson and their child at
Yana, and in good heaith. They aceompauicd us te Eremanga, whcre 1 was sur-
prised and gratified by the warmn waeome which greated themn from the natives. Mr.
.Robertson 8eems to have gained the confideace of the people-heathen as wellilas
Christian-and hie las now a net-ivork of Christian tendhers ail over the Island. Ile
hus ton native teachers empioyed lu the mission work. These are lu diflarant p laces,
and succeed lu getting a few ln each place to attend their sehools and their rel igious
services. There are more encouragements at present on Eromanga thn ou any
former period.' This is tlie report of one who wouid not; exaggerate, and it fully con-
firma al the facts givan ut greatar iength lu Mr. Jtobertson's owu statement. These
facts are most gratifying and show restits far iu advance of what our weak hopes
could anrtielpate. What a grat and very decided change bus tnkea place ou Ero-
mnanga is certain in the ona tact stated, viz., that your inissiouary fait ho couid safely
leave his wife and ehild there whaan absent for weeks at Aueityum, atteuading thc
Missionary Synod. When entering on lis work, the smnall baud of professedly
Christian belief eonsistad of oaly six individuals. fie is enabled te state thnt alrcady
le bas raoeived into the Churdli on the profession of their faith ln Christ 19 of the
natives, and celebrated 3 marriages lu thc Churcli, au important fact, especlally as one
«of tIe paties was a young chief, iowv a Christian in profession. Under date 22nd
Saptember your issionary writes, ' It was our privilege to jolu witI 26 Eromaugaus
and 3 Aneityumese lu comemeratiug our Saviour's death.' Iu refareuce to tendhers,
aud after stnting their different stations, hie adds, 'Iu short, wa have 11 teachers at
work ou the Island, aud hope soon te, settla 4 or 5 more. Over t.ic whoie Island
batween 450 and 500 attend Salibath service more or teus regularly. Out of thesa a
large number attend morning sehool, for raading praise, andprayer, four days a week.
and on Wednesday afternoon tho weekly prayer meeting.' it is nnnecessary te quote
ut furtler lengtli from. your missionary's letter, as it was read iu the pages of the
REaCORD. lie wri:as very cautiousiy, and whiie lis statemeut shows ne disposition te
boust, it clearly manifsts that lis heart* is lu the work, and that hie is doing that

wokwisely and well. WhiIe it is yet tIe day of smail thiugs, and tIi. resuits are
kont od nlone, your Comiuittee fei that lu the fact stated, and lu tie progress

made, there ig grat cause of gratitude and encouragement, for the arm of the Lord
is visible, and His biessing lias come; down on thie arid. fields of Sant(r-and may
we but confidentially trust these drops may soon be followcd bï' the abundant and
refreshiug shower. To set the Lord's Table spread eut at Dillon s Bay, and around
that Table sented 26 Eromangans, latcly brutal savages now clothed and in their
igît miu,-to sec tbose bauds, accustomed only w th e murderous javeliu, take thc


