THE CHURCH

hope that they may receive from  Mr. Pol-
lok, at least annually, some report of his
lnbours under an appointment which is
earnestly designed to torward the cause of
theological education in the Lower Provin-
~cs among a people who are very dear to
the mother Church of Scotland, and train
up a faithful ministry of the Word ot Goa
for that and many lands.

Extracted from the Minutes of the Colonial
Committee by

Gko. B. WiLsoN, S«cretary.

At a Meeting of the Colonial Committee
held at Edinburgh, the Seventeenth Day of
November, Eightcen Hundred and Seven-
ty-four :

Iuter alia,~

The Convener laid on the table a1 Ex-
tract Minute of Meeting ot the Synod of
the Maritime Provinces, of date 22nd Oet.,
1874, along with letters fron: the Rev.
Robert McCunn, 29th Oct., 187« and the
Rev. G. M. Grant, 3rd Nov. 1874,

These documents having heen 1cad and
vounsidered, the Committee find—

1. That while deeply deploring the threat-
ened division in the Synod of the Mari-
time Provinces, they have uo authority on
the part of the General Assembly, evea if
they were sufficicntly informed in regard
to the elemeats iuvolved in the question, to
judge their brethren as to the painful issue
of their negotiations {or union.

2. That the Colonial Committee exists
for the purpose of promoting the veligrcus in-
tevests of Scottish Presbyterians abroad who
apply to them for assistance ; and that the
progress of their operations ase Commnittee,
with the full approbation of the General
Assembly, supplies ample precedents to
support them in meeting the peculiar cir-
vumstances in which their assistance is now
asked by their brethren in the Maritime
Provinces.

3. That, while expressing no opinion on
the steps which have led to the present po-
sition of affuirs, the immediate duty of the
Colonial Committee seems to them 10 beto
accept the situation as it stauds in these
Proviuces, and under the shelter of prece-
‘lents in their practice, which have received
sanction from the Supreme Court, to pro-
veed as best they can to carry out the great
purpose of their commission from the Gen-
vral Assembly.

4. That the Committee have therefore
no difficulty, on the one hand, in frankly
accepting and recognizing the continued
adhesion to the Church of Scotland of those
congregations in Pictou who have not been
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able to follow their brethren into an incor-
porating union with the other Presbyterian
Churches in the colony ; while, on the other
hand, they have just as little difficulty in
preparing for cordial voGperation, in avy
way possible 1o them, with Churches any-
where in Canada, as in all the Colonies,
united upon u busis satistuctory tothe Gen-
cral Assembly.

5. 'That, with tegard to the special ob-
jee. of couperation refenied to in the ex-
tract delnverancee of Synod trazsmitted by
Mr. Grant, the Colomal Commitiee, in full
accord with the dehberate judgment ot our
brethren in Canada, bave for sume years
past fairly entered upon & policy of ¢ucou-
ragement to the rearing in the Colonies of
their ows: ministry, and of discouragcment
1o the sending ot their students (0 Scot-
laud, or clsewheve, for preparatory educa-
tion ; and nothing that has yet happened
has put the wisdom of that policy in ques-
tion. In pursuance or thet policy, the Cem-
wittee had resvlved to meet advances made
o them, v the unanimous vote of the Synod
ot the Maritime Provinces in conuection
with the Church of Scotland, for cobpera-
tion with the sister Presbyterian Church in
these Provinces in their Theological Hall
in Halifax, by pominating, and contribut-
ing, for a time, to support in that Hall a
Professar of Church 1ilistory and Zastoral
Theology. The Committee further nomi-
nated to that Professorship the Kev. Allan
Pollok, whom now they learn, with lively
satisfaction, the Synod of the Maritime
Provinces, by another unanimous vote, had
resolved to recommend to them for the ap-
pointment. And, in view ot all these facts,
the Colonial Committec arc very unwilling
to believe that anywhiog has occurred which
necd even seriously cmbarrass, far Jess ef-
fectually prevent, the carrying out of plans
carefully laid in the lines of a policy which
our orcthren in Canada have themselves so
cordially approved.

In considcration of the above findings,
the Comunittee further resolve, by extracts
of this minute transmitted as their reply to
the several communications quoted above,
to cutreat all the parties concerned in this
negotiation with them to * fellow atter the
things that make for peace ;" so that there
may torever be cherished sentiments of mu-
wal respect and confidence which shall
wake i¢ easy for them cordially to codperate
with one another, and with the Colonial
Committec, in the work they would attempt
for the spiritual welfare of Scoutish Presby-
terians in Canada.

Extracted from the Minutes of the Colonial
Committee by

Ggo. B. WiLsoy, Secrctary.



