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sorrow, which is the sincere desire of us. fSigned on behaif of
the meeting.

"'Wiui&ii FziEI., Clerk.
"South Meeting House, 2Otb of the l2mo, 1767V"

Charles Lynch wau afterwards reinstated, but again turned
out with ont~ James Johinson for taking up arms in his country's
defence.

lIn the year 1780-81, Gen'pral Cernwalli sent Colonel Tarleton
and hie troopers into the Piedmont country of Virginia, where
there were many Tories, who gave much trouble to the Revolu-
tionary party. Frequent cor-spiracies were put on foot against
the Commonwealth, thereby occasioning great. loas and injury
to the cause of the colonists. Seeing that the "tte could not
afford necessary protection, Colonel Charles Lynch, Colonel
William Preston, Colonel James Calloway and Captain Robert
Adams enlisted as many mon as could be got for pursuit and
capture of the maraudera. When taken, the prisoners were
brought before Colonel Lynch-who had been made judge and
jury by his neighbours- who inflicted summary punishinent by
floggiLng, imprisoninent, and, in some cases, death, the law thus
adrninistered beii.. called in honour of the judge "Lynch's Law."
The respectable Tories of the country having been flogged, in-
stituted suit for the infliction of such punishment, whereupon
the G-rseraI Assembly, in October, 1872, exonerated the judgc of
Lync-_ Law by the passage of the following Act:

" Whereas divers evil disposed persons in the year 1780 formed
a conspiracy, and did actually attempt to levy war against the
Commonwealth, and it is represented to the present General
Assembly that William Preston, Robert Adamn, Jr., James
Ci.lloway and Charles Lynch, and other faithful'citizen8, aided
by detachments of volunteers frors different parts of the state.
did by timely and effectuai mea8tures suppress such conspiracy,
and whereas the measures taken for that purpose may flot le strict-
Iy warranted by law, altlough justifiable f rom the imminence
of danger:

"Be il therefore enacied That said William Preston, Robert


