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lias been a grievous disappointment. 1 find the lectures to bc a
conccntratcd digest of the technical application of chemnicat-
andl otllcr-)rinciples, sucli as one finds and expccts to find iii
treatises on such subjects. No one wvho possesses a copy
of Wagncr's Checmical Tchnology, or otiier work of a sirnilar
Iz:id, nccd refer to the text of Professor Lassar-Cohin's lectures.
C-.nitrariwvisc, however, it must not be supposcd that these
lectures takec the place of an extendecl treatise ; for they are
ncessarily a mere skimming of the surface of so vast a s-tihjcct
Muchi botter trust to a volume of Cooley's Rceipts or Spon's
v.Dry valuable Encyclopoedic work.

Loct it not, however, be imaginied that 1 hold the learnied
professor in the very least to blame. He lias performed, and
vcry well performed, the task lie sct Ihimself. Evcry reader of
this wvork %vill learn, in a general %vay, the modus operandi of the
manufacture of soap, sugar, leather, starch, shoeblacking and
ten thousand other things-and that is something, is is not ?

Whothocr the language, simple as the author lias tried to make
it, wvill convey any cloar meaning to him, is often doubtful ; as,
for example, wvhere lie is told tliat cellulose and starchi resemble
eachi other chemnically, in eachi laving a molecule of 21 atoms,
6 of carbon, io of hydrogren, and 5 of oxygen, and that by the
addition of twvo more atoms of hydrogen and one of oxygen-
thie equivalent of one molecule of water-the Starchi molecule is
changed into a molecule of glucose. liJe is much more likely
to rernembor tlîe haro fact tlîat by boiling starch with an acid it
is turrned into glucose ; a fact, tlîe knowvledge of wvhich to him
is of no use for manufacturing purposos, unless hie adds to it a
lîundred others, regarding details of manufacture, which hie can
only learn by a long apprenticeship to tlîe business, or by years
of experiment at his owvn cost ; a fact, morever, which I lîold, is
of no more value to him as a thinking human being, t han that
etlîyl alcohol boils at 1740 F. unO'cr normal conditions of tempera-
turc and pressure.


