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bird'saxuaac at any tînme. Shynes is. orne of the hawk's
peculiarities, to, say nothing Mi iî's retfring habts, epecialy in the
nesting season. The bird is sidont mec during the pcriod of incuba-
tion,, exept when tht ama is in danger. If the male bird i-- prmmen ai
dhis tdmn the flicher-like alarn ae are a mur indication that a nest
is close by. Exper lencoi (I use ibis ter. with calm deliberatioa) lias
drives me to, the conclusion tdm tht malt bird is stldo ai homne
while the femnale la incubatimg, but is off on sonu foraging expedition,
-- M many Ïznstances miles frai the nea tr«t. flaving becaine quite
ham-Bar with the breeding hauuts of this species and meeting casually
ulith the maie in tht qme country, I have been able to faim sane
estimat of the erratic moems of the smallcr parent in the nesfingI
season. Loaking for sarpshinned hawks' Dests is iodious workp
especlally in black spruoe bop Mf amy size, but this is the ouly matis-
factay mcthad Mf meting tht birds

Tht early B&ragmIer appear during the first woek ln April, but
Imiratio depusà largely on the stus. Sain pairs sta dogmtic
duties eanly, as nests have been buât bW the end Mf April aid con-
tatued fuffl sets Wi M1ay 8. Tht youpg have been hatclird in the firse
days of Joint but ihet, Mf couse, are eCp oa records. Tht egg
are usually lid by May 24. and the young are oui Mf the shal about
dbre weeks laier. 'ht niubr Mf egp laid ls iliret to, si. usuallv
four or 1wv. Tbry are richly marked, and âcere is an edl CuNS varietv
lu a large seules of sets.

Urun atl the sharp-shhnned hawk makes heavy raids on
aur sang birds, ttwhite-throated sparrow, chickadee aid the warblers
being the principal suiffeas 1 notice that the bilrd sellects a marner
Mtmp or squirreVs nest as a perc l fr pling iî's victims. A Paiu
and anain I have stumbled aa'oes masses of bird feathers adheriug to,
mm on the ground and on stmps lu eveigree woods.Ocaaily
the hawk lam a feather or iwo ln ii's wlild fligit. l'hm are anl f11-
tale signs that a pair Mf these destructive birds are teants lu the woad,
aid a thoraugh search alwavs reveals the nesi. Where a familv has
bec. raised tht waods art almosi strippcd bare Mf sang birds. Thte
majariiy Mf nests have bec. found lu black spruce troc, a few lu
balsant aid ai occasiaiual ont lu hemlock, «dar aid pimt Thte
heigbt varies frai teu ta, mxiv feet fros thm ground againse tht base
on horizontal branches. Tie nest dots Mo resmbjle the bulky
st R Mf the crow as sai ne authorities aver, but is easily distingulali-

able frai the latter by tht shallow plaifor.oM lieutaced seuce il>s
A lage mumber Mf Dests have hotu but aveu old foiainbut as a
arnel rule tht bird constnucis, a new mma each season. Tht uua
wMa Mf this hawk is a frail aifair Mf twigs aid la smmetimes llned with
ffaâes ofbarIL ThetrS chos is on the tddkrisofthetwoods, or at
tht edge Mf ay clearing or apening in the middle of the voodi A&
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