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A 11URRICANE AT MADELAS.

I Was once, and only once, about
sevetiteca year L.s apo w1li residin~ Ii
Madras eudt nuee h erfetr
nadoes %vliicli periodically %,isit tropical
climes. I wa.-s tieu a boy, barefy in
zny teens; but of alt thie lessoîîs inicul-
catede ,111hrou,1 ljiielî-I)loolm Or otiier
mediui, cloue ever renmainced so firinly
ixnpressed upon in) min.! as thiis event.
1 had only abuut a week prcviousfy ar-
rived, after a I ong- voyaîge froin Eng-
lande and ivai ycî. in ail ear-ly stase of
wibat is teraied in India, . 'tilfiinhiood"
-that is to say, everytliing and every
one arouind ie %ras a1 sevel days' wvol-
der-a si)u:re of' sur-prise, admliration,
conjecture, or diszt, st. I %vas surpris-
ed at the hot Nveailher, the luxurious
8tyle of livin;, tlîe scalnty vestntts of
the natives, the intolerabiy lbot curries
they swallowcede ad, Ille hicavy hur-
thonls they earried unider a broiliîîg sun;
but the hurricane surpisc.d nie more
than ail.

For some days previotisly thie atinos-
phere "ad beeui more thani usually suf-
try and sceene. Not acloud was to be
800fl iii the hrillhant haze of the firmna-
nient; everything rcfiraeted a horribfle
--lare ; and wfîcrever oine looked, thiere
bvas the saine duîliencdonl aspeet-fiery
wit.hiai-whicli somed lih-o abunost ici-
visible liquid lead poured over nature.
It nmade tfîe tenmles thirob, and the
eyeballs start out of tlieir soclets ; and
tfien, a-ain, %v-nnig amne, sleep
would not fol low inis train. and close
those fevered eyclids, but miosquitocs
paid thoeir visits, and stun- thein into
irritation. Inflammiation uud sore eycs
meaivhlile gave airple occupatlioni to
the medical profession, wihilst the 'ivise
in weather.signs predictedl ani earth-
qualke. Tfie sullene ceascfess roaîringo
of the surf upon tlie Mtdras beIl was
the only sound that interrtipted the in-
tensesilerico of tlosesultry iiiglits; wihifst
evenings and inorninigs 'vere uslicrcd ini
by the dismal notes of the sercech-owvl

and thle discordant cry of thio jaclzal.
Nobociy, aecom ditin, to tîmeir o%% ni state-
meut, lhad 11ad a winik Ur sfeep thîe
ni flt iininediately pretedîg tie lirst
outbjrealz of Ili. temuipesi. 'Ille illori-
in- brolie dismnafly gloomvy. anid thme
opf)reb.v'C state ot Ille atinusphecre was
eveti more thlan eveLr unhubarable. l'eu-
uIc, hioivever, ÏgO tcîp :nd %vent Io %work
as uisual. Culti%,atuis ref)aired to their
fields or gardulns, sihupkcej>ers to tfîeir
shiops, and i uxerchanîts, banikers, judi-
elal, and other civil emnployes Iou their
i-ei 1)eeti%,e omiees Eery budy, exeept
the Sun, %vas at Ilis post bY ten, A. 31.
As for sol, lie huîad orrse i-.inself;

nay Way lie wvould îlot shio% hii red
and efîerfut fzet1hat inoringi; but
this, upon the whuole, 'iras ratImer a lux-
11rY at Madras, wvliere a elotidy day is
as rare as a sutushiny wiliter day ici
London. People ventured ont on floot,
and evei 'ivithout unbre'las, disdainin-
to ride iii palkee or tonijous, and hav-
ing no iiiniediate fiýars about coup de
sole'il or braixi foer.n But thiough miax
seenied to disregard thle t1hre-atening
state of the wveather, thîs ivas lfor froni
being the case %vitî 'the brute and
feithercd creation. Tîxese ail gave un-

nistakzeable symptomns of' anxicty for
sîmeiter .1-1n1îst soute pcnding- Strîfé ii
the eleuents. 1tm>îx li-S wioild
turii i>aek, anud Scalmuper hoile agaîn
aIl tlie cockis and liens in Second-lime
beach, iii lieu of trin out miles lai
search of lixeir d-aily gmb,'irould li-.
sist ici lloekxn- iindier thn shiady side of
Mr. Grillithis' slxolp wliere tley ereateil
sucbl a diii, eneblinîr and crowing, that
Mr. Grifiitlhs' leaà book-kheepér, was
nm'arly out of ]lis senses, and miade twoû
false entries in that f edd,,r nleemever
before hand been blet or scratch. Cows
could not be ii.maagcdl at ail tîxat nxorn-
ing, for they kept 10ioin disinally, and
%rouid not, cat; aud, asfor Uithe rows,
that terrible nuisance of Madras, thcy
neyer allowved thecir tongues to fina- a
singie instant, consulti pîossibly îxpon
tme ioweriug- State of the atinosphere.


