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more efrectuai in causng the deeayý of tlie
inîperfect churcli, thau the nattural eIe-
monts in datiaaging flic unf'înishced build-

i ng. As it is ivith an individual, sa is it
'with a chiurchi,--if there is noa progress,
there is mnore or less aof retragressian ;
if there is no frrowth tîtere is decay. Tflic
buildmng of th cehureli is not yut coul-
pictedI ati therefore the builders should
talce care tliat flic wark be nat intermnit-
te1 froin any fault af theirs, andi that in
tlîeir anxiety, to ativanc grcatly, anc part
of' flic work, tliev- do flot negylect anotlier
and an esscnzial part, fligfli anc iwhiclî
rnay nat b)1 so important iii thieir estinia-
tion. But

2. 'W'hulo diligence in the use aof me&ins
is necessary, anaotîter duty ap:pears mnai-
festiv tramn thîe dIocrine af our text ta lic

loqUally neeessary, viz , that it bc looked
to that ioa means be used ichl arc Doat
in aceordane iifli c ll, ecear, and
unalterable directary of' God's Word.-
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.e it aur albject ta collect andi keep?
tagcether a batiy caflcd a cliurch-Strong
froin i's niinibers, its worltily wealtl,'
andi palitical influence, wve mliglit suiecccd
thougli wVc neglecteti this tyuî,

-would lie far moIre likcli, ta sucecti by
neglecting than by f*olloiv*ig it. WC

knosv tîtat thec churcli (but làlseJ1 sa cali-
ed) -whieli can boast of tlie gr-catcst nuin-
ber of adhlirents, the reatest anuiowit ai'
ivealth andi palitical ninfluence ini flic
ivorld,-emjdoy03s for eflicting ifs ends,
flot nucans in accordancc wvitli flic ivord
of Gati, but menuais eomnplet ely ant.agouis-
tic ta it. But if'oui' oabjcct bc, individu-
allY, in aur separate splieres ofai'bonu', ta
bc instrumnîtal in adltir- ta tlic truc
chîuî'eli aif flic livinz Goti, suicli as imalil

be sa-ccd. anti Il building up iliese in h'
TICss anti cai'rt. tînoul1 faiîh, unt'osa
v.afioti," anti collecfîvely ta t'ounti andi
builti up iii tiiese landis a visible elitirch
wivih shiah be instrumental iii pî'omoting
the saine en(], thoen, luoiever auxiaus WC
may bc ta advancc aur abject, let us lic
careful tluLt iii thîe nuans we niai pro-
pose ta lise, WC consuli, not the iniaxuns
aof Worldly svistio:n or expediency, iior

the example aof athuer churches ar iindivi-
duals, but the statutc-book af aur ilcad
and King. Temiporary ativanittges in
1)ursuits; whvlîih lave: out ai' vicw tlýe glo-

a'y aof Gat, iiay bic gaincti ly a suciiugi
cxpcdiciiîcy tiulerent froua adlierence tao«

thec trutli; but if' the Object soliglt ta lie
promaotei lic the glory ao' Godn anti U1ic
best intcrests of imon, nothing will bc
founid truly espedient except svhat is
Scriptural. A Wall Might quickly lie

buiît of cansiderable hieiglît, and or flir
enougli show tfli te oe, by infernîixiîg
with flic solid antd inr stone a (1on1
sideralile proportion of' wood, hiaN, stub.
bic, but the bl'I*îld.z could flot lie NcrY
lasting, civen sliuuld it esvape tîie tire~...

Sa rnîght WvC have a chrl, uIiiieroiis
;11 MeMubers anii adlicrcnts, anii ini sfl

respects inftînenfial, by saer i.ingi sornle
portion of' flic truth ta filec prv)oSVSîýs_
ans and prejudices of' nivn, b%- qulilea
vouîiifig fa intilze the huinibling- do triî.tý
af flie gospel more palatall fa tie [la-
tive pride of' flic hunian i hari, ani liv
neglecting toa pply- flic restraints rflf..
cipline ta iuien's candueat -but we coilid
iiot expect thiat flie glary:f ai'Cot, or îlie
salv ation aof mnen ivould bc lruutoel b.ý
such a elhurcli ; rtcither caulti ive evi.c
thiat it inaulti long initai 1 itspaion
or any, tcinparary influence ta ivhià î
inuglit rtain, even shiouti it flot bc. ,îi.b
jected ta any, fîery- ardeal. If ive
eerely ivisli ta be iius'rumnciuîal in bil.l'd

ing«- a thurth af lityinr staonQs t1lât bliai
cudultre unîto the citl,' wvc will duIi'gentî.,
hiolt foirth thec iriîole trutli, anti Lue rt-
course ta no mcetbods inconsistcnt imh
that trutli

M1. Our encoura-ement.
Tiougur waork is aiduiotiq, and suc.-

cess delicndb ual on aur, awjî~îl tc
or exertCons, vet ive baiveYabtiindaut vs.i

caura -geînint ta diligence and p)erserer'-
ance iii the use of ai appointed luean;,
andi

1. Wc have stilI, in ail ifs conmplcte-
ncss anti litncss fior its endtk, tlie iudr-ý'

71n vlîich, in eveis' age, lia-, beer. foaînîd
eflectual iii building up1 flic lioli, c
Got,-cveni lus owni iword-fie truth

z. it is ini Jestis. Thse Wt.of Gai s
stil -'lie as a lire, aund liZt' a lia--iuler
thit breakeflî the rock ini1ic~-r
stili as fitedl for its wîkas evcr,-s:il

'. quick andi 1o rfu,- tîll" fi ord
or thec Spirit " flic Scriptures of' truSh
are stili able ta maL-e iincu %vise uinfo ý3!-
vatiou : tc gospel is si ill, and mnul bc
fourid the power aof Goti unto salsaio,
ta evcry one that bClievetib ; stili Power-
fulIl "ii pulling down ~tuî'îbs"and
in buildling up ftic tcmple aof die Lord.

'2. 'J'ic «King and Ilcati of fthe clizircl
wha Il ascendeti an hilled capftii 'y
captive, anti received ci gts fIbr Dieu, lea
even for flic rebellious tlirtt tlic b:Or
Gail nig.lit d well anaong tIDr," Is s'i

ci exatLtcd at GodI's itla arnc
andi Saviour." Ile bias ail passer in bc-'
ven andi in carth, bcing ling of kint"i
aud Lord of lords. And if the buildtcm


