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grand piece of music.  God listened for the tones

of the heart, and they were few and feeble. What

did they need? To have their hearts readily and |
wusily responsive to all Gol's commands, so that |
the performance of them should come, if I may so
speak, naturally and without strain, There is
only one thing that eun make the heart thus
responsive, and that is indicated in our Golden
Text. It is love. Love,our Lord toll the seribe,
is the *“first and great commandment,” for it is
the summing up and fulfilling of ull,

Of the sceond table of the law the Jews were not
unmindful either. The outward observance of
some of these was made a matter of great im-
portance (see Matt, 5. 21, 27). But one of them
was sometimes rendered “of none effect” (Mart,
15. 8-6) und that onc which speciully coneerned
the thought of the heart was continually disre-
garded (see Luke 16, 14), while the spirit of the
whole was altogether set on one side (Mt 23,
4-14, 23). They were like men confining them-
selves to certain nequirel phirases instead of speak-
ing continuully the one language of God’s law—
love.  This love in every-day use, one with an-
other, the love of *“tiiy neighbor as thyself,”” our
Lord put forth as the second great commandment,
But is it inferior to the other? By no mcans,
Jesus said it is *like unto 1t.”"  Both hang to-
gether.  Love toward God comes first, but it must
und will produce love toward the neighbor.

But the iliustrations 1 have given are of things
that require study and pains; the mastery over a
musical instrament and over a forcign  language |
does not come by nature. And here is a contrast,
for Iove cannot thus be learned. It must come like
the song of the bird, like the language of our na-
tive land, which grows in fullness, in depth, in
power and swectness, but is never learned ns a
task. To have this love we must have a new nat-
ure, that of the “‘sons of God,” only to be had
through receiving Christ by fuith (John 1. 12).

Cambridge Notes.

(Mark 12, 28-87: vers. 28-34=Matt, 22, 34-40; vers, 35-
7= Mutt. 22, 41-46; Luke 20. 41-44.)

It is given to most great causes to humiliate their foes |
by argument before the crushing argument of force steps
in against them. Thix chapter exhibits the trinmph of
Jesus, and a more contemptible figure than that pre-
sented by his successive opponents it would be hard to
imagine. We see them slink away one after the other,
publicly disgraced and confounded, and we can easily |
discern the added determination to sccure their re-
venge. Jesus knew well that he was gealing his own
fute, but he went on unmoved, revealing himself in his
intellectunl and moral grandeur 1o the wonder of pos.
terity, and arraigning to all time the devils of apostasy,
hypoerisy, and worldly materialism. Ver, 8. Matthew
tells us that the Pharisees, hearing that Jesus had
**muzzled " their rivals, held a consultation near where
he was teaching, resulting in the *‘seribe’s" or
“lawyer's™ question. It was put to * make a trial of
him," but the expression seems here . mean only a
wish to see whether the wise Teache: can solve the

|

| pended in loving service;
Lsls

| God's work, Ven. 81, 7Ve second.
adds Matthew, for it i« an inevitahle

| (Luke 10. 25.87,)

question that baw been troubling him. He makes his
venture, and I8 ngreeably surprised to heur Jesus re-
assert the great formula of Jewieh fuith.  His own en-
thusiusm is roused by the answer, and he shows that he
at, least linw penetrated the real spirit of the law.
Seribes. See w full note, April 8, 1888,  Well. The Phar-
isees were not slow to take advantage of this answer
to the Sudducees, whose strong point in controversy
had been the difeulty of proving the resurrection from
the law. We find our Lord's argument taken up by
later Tulmudists, almost certainly borrowed, but of
course unucknowledged, Waat. Literally, **of what
kind? "' Hinreply seems to show what perplexity luy
behind his question.  Wus his own order right inlaying
such extruordinary stress on the ceremonies ofthe law?
Were they the essence of it, or was it rather * the
eternul luwy of truth and right,” which a tencher of the
laity such o himself ought to emphasize? Ven, 20,
The first, Deut. 6, 4, b, called the Shema (** Hear ™),
from i first word, It was the Israelite's passport to
paradise, the formula of magical efficacy ngainst the
powers of durkness, To thie day the rabbis are called
in toJewish deuth-beds that they may chant the Shema
as the spirit is just pussing uway. It is startling to
find it given by the Lord's brother as a creed which
“the demons belleve, and ehudder (Jumes 2. 19),
The Lord. 'The personnl name, Jehovah (see note for
July 1, 1888).  One. He is one in himsel, in that there
18 none of the division of attributes which fu Shemitic
heathenism produced a growing number ofnew deities;

| and he s one ns standing wlone in the universe, with no

equul or second. Ven, 8. Love. Here lay the vital
point of Judaisn, # commundment which, if obeyed,
would have reformed the world, Christ's coming was
needed to make it possible for the mass of humanity to
obey it. Whatan amazing precept it is! ** He is love
who speaketh thus, for only love holds love so dear. ...
Only love seeks love; only love wins love; only love
satisfles love" (M, @, Pearse). With, Laterally, *out
of: ™ every part of man's nature fs to pour forth its
tribute, Our Lord brings this out by using four words
for the three of the Hebrew, which was less precise in the
distinetion of synonyms, The emotions are to throb with
answering love; the “life ** or ** soul" to be prodigally ex-
the fntellect tofind its highest

In galning and a the knowledge
of God; nll the energies of man to be bent on doing
“Like unto it,”
corollury if man
is the child of God. 1t comes from Lev. 19. 18, lying in
the midst of ritunl laws and minute observances 8 in-
tended to snggest what was the uniting motive of the
whole,  Of course, the Jows understood * neighbor " as
meaning *fellow-Jew." See our Lord's exposition
A# thyself. Tt wonld startle most of
us to think out the meaning of this, 7here is. Be
canse, as Matthew's report states, all divine law and
every divine message I8 hut an application of these pre-
cepts. Comp., Rom. 18, 8 10; James 2. 8; 1 John 4, 7,
#2¢. VER 82, The scribe's reply i« entirely in Seript-
ure phrase, Comp. Deut, 4, 35; 1 Sam. 15, 22, There
is a fine ring in his eloquent assertion of » much-forgot-
ten truth, Hix nation, despite ull the prophet's voices
from Samuel to Muluchi (comp. especinlly Psa. 50; 51,
16, 17; Micah 6. 8 ; Hosen 6, 6) were farther than ever
from #uch an estimate of external “ervice. VEr, 83.
Note that he retarns to the fumiliar three words, sub-
stituting the nearly *ynonymous ** understanding ** for
the “mind " of verse 30. Much more, This is the
only addition he makes to the sacred text. VEr, 84




