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Danisli invaders had harcdy bCcn repulscd %%.lien the Saxon followed
with scven centuries of torture, which eonverClted the hîappy and]
prosperous Isle into a rmalin of misery and desolation. What sor-
row did not Irclazîd expcriencc duringy those long ecenturies of bloody
extermination, tiiose years of suffering, whein (listress and persecti-
tion came upon lir andI m-lien year aftcr yecar she ,eicl the hiffli-
est, the noblest and lîoliest of lier children fleeing- fromn lier bosomi,
obliged iii fact to fly to the ends of the eartli lecaving0 liez a dlesolate
ColWitryv?

Thien it w~as, tliat the litile Island %vas alniost dloonied Io des-
pair-, and for th;e sake of peace ,vas about Io suibnit lier national
riglits to Saxon rIe, fier altars m'ere dleseci-ated, lier catliedrals
werc deniolislicd and a strange, rcpuilsivc and false %vorslîip m.vas
forccd upon lier, and -everytliing highi andl lioly was (Iriveli out of
bue land. Tlien it w~as, %%-lien sheè rechcled tue summiiiit of lier calvarv.
But even tlien, lier fidelitv to faithi ncver for an instant 'erd

H-erc, gentlcnmen, is flie truc grentnless of the lrislî cliaracter.
It is tic result of ibis fzdclity, thiat tlîe Irish people possess tlie
qualities of faith, puiy and spirituality, miîicli distinn gulisli bleic
arnong the nations of tle nmodern N'oi-ld. Tiiese are the traits of the
Irishî people, whlîi slîo,,%' forth in their posterity and whlîih an-
izîiiaîc tlieni on ibis great festiveanivrr.

The truc Irislînîan, niay lie cruelly (Iniven fr-onî luis home, nîay
bc- tortured and sent forth an ?uîee and ain exile, but escape
tliese trials by giving up tlîc faitlî bequeatlîcd to imi l'y 11atrick

Ih is for this recasouî then, that the best, t1w noblest anîd thie
niost heroic departed froni Jrcland's shores, but tliey have written
lier nanie iii glory on tlw pages of nîiany a nationi's history anci
proclaýinie(l lier lîeroisni on niany a 'llfouglit field, invariably in
the cause oi justice and of GocI.

Sucu then bricfi', lias been the history of Ireland's (levobion to
St. Patrick and to its faitlî, a hiistory, the greaber part of w'bich
'lias ben plunîged iuîto deepa-st sadneSS but througlî tliai vale of
Sorrow, we hiave seen lI-eland immnerge glorious anîd tniunîphaiît
with youtlî renewcd withli ope undimmcîd.

Wecelebrate to-day the rétumning glories of Ireland, lier day
of joy is conie and lier good Friday is passed, the clouds of per-,
sectitioui have bcen -scattcrcd anîd zîow t1w sun of lier- glorious
East&r is abo«ut 16'"siie pn ir

gh -enius * .of Ircland, onîce more, is about to asseri itsclf


