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-over Christendom eagerly flocked to Ireiand ; wvhi1e Irish monks
with an unexampled zeai tÛre 'Liinseives away from their native land
to, christianize and civilize the surrounding countries. Some of themi
reacheu, ss . x- believe circumstantiai evidence, even M1exico.
As St. Columbkciile, the apostie and founder of the kingdoni of
Scotland, perhaps Ireland's greatest son; tells us in orte of his noble
-poems, <'Ail but thy Government, Brin, has pieased me." Ireland's
political system, far from adapting itseif to changing circumistances,
became worse and worse. In thýs, the modern Anglo Saxon -deal,
as expressed by the great Angio-Irish'nian, Ednitnd Bvrke, is the
true ideai, and the ideai that Ireland wished to see real-zed; but in
alniost everything else, the Anglo-Saxon civilization is inferior to the
-Gaeiic one.

Let us compare them, the Gaelic civilization of the sixtlh cen-
-tury, and the Anglo-Saxon-not of the sixth, for the Saxon barbarians
had noi- yet rEceived their civilization fromn the Irish-bu. of the
twentieth century. WVe have the type of the highest Anglo-Saxon
-civilization when we add Anglican Christianity to Cardinal Newmnan 's
-tue gentlemnan. Compare this beau ideai of oui' day, with the Irish
monk, the most representative type of sixth century Irishi life.
Which is the better man?

The Danish invasion first marred this glrosGaelic national
Iif". The Irish, too united to, be conquered, too divided to conquer,
were in a state of externat or internai warfare tilt the acession of
jarnes I. of England. Haîf a dozen times at least, it seemed as if
lreland would unite herseif and resume her proper place among the
nations. But again and again soine super-normial influence seemncd to
prevent. Finaily in the last quarter of the sixteenth century, wvhen
Elizabeth put forth the wvhole strength of lier empire to, accoînplish
conipletely the conqtiest of the Irish, Brin awoke and found herself one
nation again. The God of arms decided in favor of the Engii, but
Ireland, conquered though it was, again wvas a great Gaeiic nation.

A great nation, because it possessed in an emninent degree ail] a
ination's essentials, What is a nation ? «A comi-non tiadition, a commion
htistoty, a coninios language.. a c(>nn0n literatire, comnion institutions,
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