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sion. Because of the great success of this Europcan experiment,
Ainerican Catholie educators are now considering a somewhat
similar, thoughi more elaborate, plan for this, continent, namcly, a
permanent travelling educational society.

In a recent numnber of tlie 'Ave Maria" thiere is -a descrip-
tion of the land -wlhence camne St. Vineent de Paul. St. Vincent
ý%%as born at Puoy, a sumall town near that desolate region, termed,
"Les Landes,"" wiichi occupies nearly a third of tlc -western side
of France. Tlie writcr points ont that in ail probability it was
the desolation and poverty of this region that causcd the good
saint to devote lus life to deeds of charity iu the dreary and
squalid sections of the big cities. The occupants of *'Les
Landes"' are an old-fasliioned people. Among inany old cus-
toms one of the inost interesting is the manner of betrothai.
(Attention, feilows!) The youung mnan goes in the middle of the
night, accompanied by his friends, to flhe bouse of flue girl lie
wishes to wed. Die is recived with great cordiality. A incal
is prepared and ail cat and drink till m~orning. Not a word is
said of the objeet of thie visit. At day break flue young lady
presents the aspirant for lier luand witli a basket of fruit. If
nuts are found aimong the fruit it ineans refusai, if none are
found it means acceptanc. Customs are different in this coun-
try. W\hen a youing gentleman is liandcd fruit by the lady of
bis cluolce, cspeecifly fruit of a goidlen-yellow. shiade, it nicans
absolute, unconditional refusai.

Iu thie October nuinber of flue "Canadian Messenger"- an ap-
peal is mnade for the financial assistance of thiat excellent institut-
tion, the Cathoie Clmtrelh Extension Society of Canada., Through
the activities of this socict.y flic Gospel is being carricd to thie
limits of our grcat Canadian 'West and far into our Northland.
Churches are bcing built, schiools opencd and manly brouglit back
to the fold. Qne of tlic greatest dificulties of the Socecty is the
sceuring of priest and teacluers for the ývarions nationalitieus found,
among the immigrants. The appeal for funds to support this,
Society is one that sitoxld uncet with generous response.

The "Scientifie Aniericýan" gives an account of tlue great im-
provements being mnade ln tlue New York State Barge Canal. The
vast sums being spent are somne indication of the gre-at figlit thec
States are xnaking f0 gain tlue bulk of the Great Lakes trade, and,
iucidentiy the bulk of tiue cxport trade with Europe. It is high
tinie for tbe Georgian B3ay Canal.


