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THE tendency of human nature to go from oneAssembly be asked swing of the pendulum to the other was weii
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of last session a number of members from both
sides of the House seem to have thought that it was
high time to give the Premier " a raise." But that
was not all. Acting on the principle that the
labourer is worthy of bis hire it was proposed tO
give Mr. Meredith an allowance of $2,000 a
year as a recognition of his services as Lea-
der of the Opposition. This proposition is said
to be unique in the history of parliamentary govern-
ment. Well supposing it is, there is no reason why
Ontario should not do a unique thing provided the
thing is right. Were all Opposition leaders like Mr.
Meredith few would oppose the proposition except
those who oppose paying anybody. Mr. Meredith
renders valuable service to the Province. He has
an immense amount of ready information on every
question. He rarely criticizes without suggesting
something that he thinks better-a most invaluable
quality in an Opposition leader. But who can tell
that the next Opposition leader may be anything
more than a snarlinp, obstructionist or a demagogue
who plays for the pit ? As regards the Premier per-
haps it would be better to let him die poor as Wil-
liam Lyon McKenzie died, as George Brown would
have died had he not made money himself and as
the Hon. Alexander Mackenzie may die some day.
One of the conditions of parliamentary service in
this country is that a statesman who does not steal
must die comparatively poor.

THE ECCLESIASTICAL HORIZON.

A TMOSPHERIC disturbances are partial, not
general, in their effects. Cyclones sweep

over particular localities, leaving wreck and ruifl
behind them, but there are whole regions not far
from their destructive track left untouched bv their
violent fury. So when the ecclesiastical atmosphere
is agitated there are quiet nooks undisturbed by
the commotions occasioned in the storm centres.
At the present time the Presbyterian Church inl
Canada is one of these quiet resting places where
only healthful breezes fan the cheek and stir the
pulses to steady and sustained endeavour. The
quiet is not the result of inaction or torpor, but be-
cause the activities of the Church are in a healthY
state. There are no signs of morbid excitement, nO
restless discontent moving to feverish impatience,
but a vigorous practical life telt in its robust glow
throughout the Church from the Atlantic to the
Pacific. That this happy state is the present pos-
session of the Canadian Church is a matter calling
for gratitude, not for boasting, most will be disposed
to admit. Yet in recognizing such a condition it
would be folly to assume that as compared with sis-
ter Churches in other lands it afforded ground for
invidious contrast. The pharisaic spirit can be de-
nominational as well as personal.

The Scottish Churches are agitated over sev-
eral matters, and it is probable that their approach-
ing Assemblies and Synod may be stirred by livelY
discussions on questions on which people think
deeply and feel keenly. The Higher Criticism bas
come to be a living issue in the Scottish Churches,
and has several men of marked distinction among
its exponents. How far sympathy with a move-
ment, new in Scotland though old in Germany,
has permeated the life and thought of the Scottish
people it would be diffcult to say. It is the novelty
that attracts attention, the deep and steady cur-
rents flow onward with little noise. That the menl
who are most conspicuous in the new movement
have much popular sympathy with them is appar-
ent to al] observers, but the exact nature of that
sympathy is not so easily defined. There are manY
who coincide with them on intellectual grounds,
and are ready in advance to receive the theories on'
revelation and inspiration the theologians of the new
school from time to time advance. Others, and pos-
sibly in larger numbers, do not disturb themselves
with the character of the views propounded, but
they bave unqualified admiration for the mental vig-
our, the ripe and varied scholarship and the high
moral and personal worth of the leaders who occupy
so prominent a place in the Scottish Churches at
the present time.

Whether questions arising out of the develop-
ment of current religious thought may occupy a
prominent place in the discussions of the Church
of Scotland Assembly is at present uncertain. Ani-
mated speech will no doubt be mainly confined to
a subject of a religio-political rather than a theo-
logical character. In Scotland as well as in Wales
disestablishment is a question of some practical
vitality. Throughout the Church of Scotland de-
fence leagues have been formed and much impas-
sioned oratory has been expended with a view tO
stem the rising tide in favour of disestablishmeflt,


