
el AWA Y Si-E K N Aor.

ýZhr.Staris of ,11WLI1 »Iiiuî

liv MARflAkiVT' M. ROBtERT'SON

"Anud vas lie anyry 'vithu ie ? 1 iieaui, %%as lue aigry tli,î
1 %vas uithu Voir unicle at the end ?"

Il ie did tot speak of thi.t. \ t o i iîst le: [lie thank yaii
for ail yuu dtîi fur un> tint le ilits i.Lst >.haý;

"Oh! no. No»u iuit fui thatik me Ilu %val;<nI>' inu
duty ; 1 LOi>fo t l n iha% e clone tlierwiutr "'> i(rl A1ifl<onIl AnXd
didi Willie ni speak of nie ifa:al?"

Il'es. He said that tiiere ivas tint ini aIl S'atiaiiu anotiei'
w-ivattuike lis sister Allie, nos- ni Amuerica entier

Allison siuiled a: ibat.
Anid dud lie seiud uo letter to ne>
N es, lue sent a letter i have il witlu ie. No, i gave ht

to a trend, whiu said lie woiid put ilt n nuir owu hîarîd»
It f vas lu yoîîr brotiuer's frieiîci ulat lue gave ie 'the lutter,"

'aid Mà\rs. Esselmuiont un a whisper.
So îvhen Alihson camne hiomue to sec a hîglit tri tîhe uanlouir

tindouv, and a ta]] sliaclouv noî'iîug baick anud fortl uuon the
biind, sue knew whlo 'vas tvaiting for lier tliere.

An hour later, Robent Haine %.aine ta theienhase
IMistress Allison nnst iliie goneta the iuun ilî M\rs.

Esseintont and lier fieuuds," saud Nirs. Rohb, " anud lîre lias
the pon lad been waiting for lier ini the larînir an iour and
moure. WVlat cati bc keepin' ber, tlink you? And 1 dinn:u
just ike to open thue oor."

Robent lauglued. Il Pour felloîv, ixdeed " said lie. "Il

suppose ve nia>' at least knock and ask eave tuoapen ht."
'i'ley luad seen each otiier aireadi>, bu:tue hands of thie

two yonng mein met iin a ciasp îvhiicb saic sornie tliings %vbiclu
neitlier îvould have cared 10 PLU into words for the others
learing, Tlieu Rober:t turned tn Alison, wh'o %vas sîttung
there "ljust as uistiai,'> hie tiionglit .uîfiirst. But tlîere 'vas a
look on lier face, whuuclu neither ic non .tny une cisclhall seen
there tili now.

INo. 1 ait% not going to sit clown,>' saidi Rober:. Il But
1 proýmused n>' niother tlîat 1 wotîlc write to-nighît, ta teller
]lion'si ahi ended, and i need an>' time."

Ended !ILI is oni>' beginuing," said John.
"Robert," said Ailison gravel', "lacos John ken ?

Robert iauglîed.
'lThiere are fev thitiugs that 1 olun Ioesii-. ken, l'i mi iinking.

Wthat 1 mean is this. 1liow dud old Rainy and yauu agree at
last?>'

VYes, Allison, i Lent" said J ohn, as sue turmîcdto 10 iiii,
anud i sfty as youu said ' Trhe end is as riglit as righît cari

Wterc yauî there, Jaoini?1" said Allisumi >.oiicrng.
Sue>,I'as tiiere às Captaîn lDauglas' frieîîd. î le hall

a rit to ask uc 'u e.
N'ouî kiuow hin, John, anui Niiss Mary f
\Ve saied togetiien, ,ud 1i ldse( à Cautain Doauglas

before îlîat lime."
Il Ves, Mvien he >%vent 10 sec ii> brothier. A frienci lelped

luiiti, he toid rie, a fieid tif \Villie's, anîd 1I kien h ànmust lbe
von.",

JnQlii tolti souiiethig of the intert'îe' betuveen îhîeîîu, am'd
'vhen a patise caille, Robert, îvbo hll been standing all îlis
ie, said.

I itnre sjust toile thing mitae w hichi I u l cl iiutother.
\Vlîen arc you coiuing houme tn the inanse :and wl'ien is il to

Il'%on anc a bold tact, Robin. 1 have uîot daned ta ask huat
ye,'sid John.

But %vIien Robent >.as gone lie asked u, and Allison 'vas
kind and let hiiuuîIlnanie the day."

"A u>eek 1hence '- Btit 5 liai thar l'er>' stîan, considerini;
al you Ilave to do"t'

"Oiu, îuo 'Ahiliat 1 hiave to dIo ran bc donc afier," saud
John Il %Vill ui hc siion for >'aui? "

Alison's moidcst "lprovàiing" luad bcun growing under ber
own bus>' bands, durnug the brzel Iisure îvhich lier dail>' duttes
lfeu ber. [t %vas altof the piainest anO siirprest, but if n.îs
snficienî n lier esucenu.

"l Ycs,' saud she after a momntr s hesîîatioî, I cars be
ready, tnd--wh.ttecz more '>ou îhink 1 need yonî uill have
10 Cive nue, John."

John laugbcd and kssed ber land. 'lhuen lit said
gravel>''

"And. dean, I1unade a promuise once, for youî and for
nîyseif. 1 saici, if thîs happy day shouid Cicr corne, 1I uold
take my vtite, lnrst of it.~, to the manse of K~igowcn ta get an
oid man's blessing.

Kilgower' At thteriame, a shadow o! Uic ol trouble fell
on Alison's face-fuir the iast time.

I 1 ili go nnyuhcre "'ith you, John," saîd shue.
Tht next day Allisann wcnt home to the iars-ainother

"li.ppy home'-coming.' as Maruonie cailed il, -- thougli sbc %vas
to bceithene onu>' a itie wnlhe 1heccru erefw changes un the
manse sunce thc old days. ruiene 'as a gitanu of sih'-cr on the
dart,' bain o! tht minister, and the face of the ininister's wifc
sbowed a toîuch o! caretiowi and then, îvhen she ici[ into
silence. But in ilht home- îhrre ivr cheen!ulricss anti con-
tnt, and a hopcful otilook as there bad alwvs bcen, anti the
peace whiclî conecs as the tiflimîtnt of a promise whîchî can-
na: be broken.

The boys liad gnown bigger and strorigetr,and tht>' humd
three sisters naw. Jack wa's floti home. jack %vas in %lit
Southî earning ita makc steatisi cogiris, and îvhen lue had
learned, hecîvas goig inAmerica ta make bis fortne, like
John 1Beaton. And so %vas i.avie. Uni>' iavue 'vas tb have
iand-a fanun o! a thotisamditi ares. To Aunenuca, tf lia1iughs
anid bopes oh ail the yauung people of tht manse 'vere îuning,
si seexicul, antd theth tligts o! a gond mariun tht towri, as
iveil.

John 11teatans success n thue niew country ta wlîucb hc had
gone, 'vas the theme of aelmiring discuîssion amorig tht towvrs-
folk, and whben Johnî came to \cthcrmu;r, liefore tht .ve.e, was
aven, lue foui t hai aIl arrangements bail been made for a
lecture about Anica, wbici w'as to bc dciivcred ini tht kirk.
John saw ai once tiat be caîid flot refuse ta spe.akl. But it
wauid bc no lecture that hic could giî'e, hc declarcd. If an>'
onc hrid mn> questions 10 ask. bc îvatld ansîver tbem as wcil as
bce cauld. And ibis he did, ta tht genceral satisfaction.
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As to lits own success-yes, he liad been successfül in so
far, tiiat hie had made a beginn in. That was ail h li ad donc
as yet. Il was a beginuing ideed which gave him good
rcason for thankflincss and for hopc.

'Oh 1 yes. America is a fine country. But rifter ail, the
clief thing is, tiîat thcre is roorn for folk ont there. \Vhen one
cornes to speak about success, courage, and patience, and
strength, and liard %vork are as necessar>' te ensure it there as
the>' are here in Scotland. But there is this to be said. Whien
a man's land is hus own, and lie kens that every siroke of his
axe, and every furrow of bis piough, is to tell to bis own
advantage, si makes a wonderfal différence." Anid sa on, ta
Ille pleasure and profit of ail %vin heard it.

Allison did l ot hecar the lecture, nor ïMarjoîie. They %were
ai 'Mrs l'sselrnoît's. Marlorie enjoyed the visit and hall
nîicilîta sa> of il, Mien %he camie hoine. Allison did not

eoyia sovwll. Slîe was a bile doubîlaîl as ta how John
wvould be pleased Mien lie carne toalîcar ail. rîîat %vis whiat
troubled Alison,-thai, andi the fecar ihtuai rs. Esseliniont and
Mrs. Douglas nuîglt see lier trouble.

For it seened that il w~as not to be ieft tu Jolhn ta suppiy
ail the rest chiat was îiceded in the Nvay of Allisoîî's Ilproviding."
l'or a glilmpse was given lier of a great man>' beautiful tlîings,
In.tprie,' ani lied lînen, and gowvns ancd slawls, andi otiier

tbîngs wlîiclî a bride is supposed ta require. And somie-
tiing was saîcl of china and silver, that were waiting ta be
sent away t0 the slîip when the timne for sailing came. And
Allison wvas flot sure lio%% John nîiglît like ail ibis. But she
need flot ta have been afraid.

Mrs. Esseimont had a wvord wîth laoin that nîght, wiien he
raime after lus Il lecture'Il to take Allison horne. On tlir
way thither, lie siid to lier.

WVbat dîd Mrs. Essclmiont mîean M~'ien she said toauic,
tîat sue lad il ore time iîoped that yon wouild com utoe to
lier, te be 'o lier a da ughîer in her oid age ? I

II)id she say that ? [tl as friend and conîpanion thai slîe
said ta me. Il %vas il the worst time or ail, wben Willie had
written taonme that hie %vas going away to tlîe far West. i was
longing ta get away, but 1 couidna go, flot knowing that
Willie wanted me, and because- until- - Oh ! yes, a as sad
and lonel>', anidflot very strong, and Mirs. Esselmont asked
me. But it %vis not daugbîer she said to me, but companion
anîd friend."

'aAnd what answer did you give lier?
'aJ thanked lier, but 1 couldna promîise, since 1 must go ta

niy brother sooner or biter."
'And ivas il oni>' of your brother tlîat you thoîîght

Allîson? "
IlJ had no right ta think of an>' one eisc tlîen, and

besides-"
Il 'ell, besides ?"I said John afier a pause

'aIt ivas you that Elsie liked nest, Willîe thougt-and
tlîat lier father liked best, as well-»

I)id Ille féooish felloîv tell you that »"
lie said Iliat Elsie was ave friendi>' witb you, and that

slîe lîad hardly a word or a look for him, and lie %vas afraid
tlîat itiîîght break friendship between yon if lie stayed oi,
and lie said hie %vas going awa.y.Y

IlAnd lie did go, the foolish lad. F-iendly I Ves, Elsie
ami 1 'vere friendly, but il vas Willîe îvho had herbeairt. But
bis going away did no barmn in the end."

Allison siglîcd.
Itl vas aye \Villie's îvay ta yielcl ta imupulse, a..d! iii camne

of il wvhiics."
It is lus way stili- "'hiles But it i- good that înostly

coulies of il nnw. And in Elsie's lîands, It thread mil guide
him. N'ou wvll love Elsie de:,rly, Allison.

" 1 love lier dean>' -.Iretdy."
They hll reaclîed tlîe manse by îiîis tlune, ani as they

lingereci a moment in the close, Johnl saîd .
'Ani vere you plenscd with ail the bonny tliings tiîat Mrs.

1E-sselimont lias bren speaking in me about?">
Allisun started, and laid lier hand on bis arm.
"Are you pleased, John ? 1 %vas tfrtid--"
"Ves, 1 amn plcased. She is vcry kind.»

John kept bier lîand trn luis, and led lier on til the>' came tu
the garden gaie. IlNowv tell nie of what you are afraid,
Allie,"saîdlhe.

"lOh! flot afrid. But 1 was glad ta coîne ta you wih
little, bccause 1 kiew you would uc' glad ta give mne al. Ani]
1 thokight that perhaps- you -- Put Nîrs Esselmont s very
kind."

"lMy dear, 1 %vould be Miin opiease indced, if 1 were flot
boîli pleased and proud to hear the 'yards wvbucb Nrs. Essel.
mont said of you to-night. îies, she is more iluarukind, and
she lias a right ta gîve Vou 'vbat she pleases, because site loves
you dearlv."

Ailison gave a sigh of pleasune.
"lOh 1it %vas flot thnt 1 was atraid. But 1 as, for sa long

a lime, îroubled and aniuth%-ht-hls1tbunk I
amrnfot just lke allier vonen-and that you might-.'

John uttered a little note o! tritîmpb.
"il.uke other woren e N .u anc very lîttie lîke the rnost of

ihem, 1 shouid sa.'"
Il is notof you- il as nul of myseif I amu afraid. N'ois

tlîînk ton veli of nme John, i arn not sa good and uise as yotî
believe, but 1 love Vou, John I

Thai oughi le have i>een ennugb, and lhec vere only .1
leu %vonds more, -andt iis was ont o! thcrn

IlAllie," said John gnav'ely, I doubi thai 1 am ncitlicr sa
%vse nor so gond as yoni îink mi ta bc. You %vill need ta
have patience wvitb me. There are sainue vho sa> 1 arn bard,
and ower-fui of mysel!, and whilcs 1 have tbought ih of myscîf.
But, Albce, if 1 ani ever liard<i vtl you, or forgetful, or if 1 ever
hurt yoîî hy ord or detcd, il will flot be because 1 do not love
yaul dearly. Ani vot il]~i ayc have patience wiîh mc, dear,
and trust nite

I a iflot afraid, John.
The hîappy day came, and tlhc uarriage in the inanse

parîtin was a very quiet afrair, as tliose u%ho were most con-
<erned dcrsireid iltinbe. lBuat i Ihe opinion of Nethermuir
gcncraily, a grcat uistake liad been made. The marriage
shauld have been in the kirk, itluvas said, sa ibat ail the town
inigbt have seen il.

Robent was best-ian, and Majorie tvas best-maid. Mrs.
Essciînont and bier dauglîter and son.in-law tvcre tbere, and
onc otlier guesi.

"4Think of il 1 l folk said. 'aOniy anc asked ta the mai'-niage ont of the whoie îown, and that anc muid Saunnens
Crombe 1'

Therewas a good reason for that in Johni's esteem, anud in
Aiiison's.' Saunners appreciatcd the honour which was dont
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hlm. Me aiso did hionour ta the occasiom-pronouncing with
ijnction aver the bride and bridcgroom the biessings sa long
ago spoken ait the gate of Bethlehem.6

It wvas flot quite springtime yet, but the day was like a
sprîng day, ivith a grey sky, aud a west wind biowving softly,
wiien John aîîd Allison carne in siglit of the kirk of Kilgower.
Oniy the voice of tbe brown burn broke the stillness, murmutir-ng its way pasi the manise garden, and the kinkyard wail, and
over the stepping-stones on wvich Allison liad dared to rest
ber tired feet, on the norning wlien she saw it iast, and site
said in bier heart

"lOh 1 can t be tlîat i arn the saine wornan wbo wotibi
tainî bave (lied on tlîat day ?"'

fbey %vent into tbe kirkyarcl first. 'l'lie tears %vhiclî feli on
the uwhite headstone uere îlot ail tears of sorrow Tliey told
of full subîîîission, of glad arceptance of God's will in ail the
pasi, and of gratitude for ail Iliat the future proinised.

"lJ ohn," said she softly. Btut lier 'oice failed lier to say
more.

-"We îu'ihi contue again, clear," said lie gentl>', and lie loi] ber
away.

And so tue>' uent on to the nianse, and Allison bowed bier
head %vhiiie the good old inan blesseci lier, and %vas glad,
tiiotgli the teais werc 1er>' near I'er eyes. Jobîî lad inucli tu
tell the minister about lus son .t lus happy [amily, and of
thîcir way of lité, and the good wiiiclu îley <id in the town;
and after a lîttle, Allîson siîîed as she met lier hnsband's
kind eyes, and %vas ready witlu lier answers %'lien Dr. Hadden
ttîrned to bier.

The>' were to stay over the SabbathI' Surel>' the> rnust
sîay over the Sabbatb, the nîînister said, and tlie reason tvhic-h
hie gave for their staying îvas the one tvliili Jobhn îould have
given for wisbing to go away.

IlThere %vil] be su nian>' ai ite kirk uvlîo will like to sec
Allison Bain's face again," said lie.

But uhen be added reverenîly, "lAnd doubtless it is in
lier lîeart tu tiîank Gad iri His own hiouse, for ail the wvay by
wbich He has led lier since that sorrrîwfuîl day," wviat couid
tue>' do but promise to reuiaini?

[n the gloaming, îlîey uen: douvn by tlue butrriside, and past
the stepping-stones, and round the hlli to the cottage o! Janiet
blair. It was a dark lttle place. The tîn>' peait tire on the
heartb cast only a faînt ligh:, and il w.us sonie moments before
tue>' caught a glimpse of tue wee Iuowved wiCle, who bad
befriended Allison in ber timie of neeui.

IConue ye aiva ben,'" said she. Il Is it Bütty, or is il thie
mînistcr's Barbara ? Bide still tilI i licht ii> bit lanîpie.»

But when ihe lamp ivas lighted, she Il îvasna just sac sture,"
even iben, tvba it %vas that liad caine in.

IlDinna ye mind Allie Bain, and bowv gond ye were tu lier,
the day she gaed awa ?"I"'A> do 1. NVeel that. Eh voînian i Are ye Allie
Bain ? I'

The lamp did flot cast a very briglit light, but it fuit [nil on
Alison's face.

IEh ! but ye're grown a bouiny wvoian 1Sut ye doon aund
res: yersel'. Anid îvha is 'this ? Is it witless Wiihie, as l>ve
beard folk ca' hin?"I

She did flot tvait toi-ant answeî', but wvandered away tu other
matters. She seemed quite ta have forgotten the events of the
last year. But she toid îhern about lier nuother and about the
muan she slîould have nîanricd, wlio uere both iying in the
kirl.'yardl doon by, and about hier father and lier brothers îvho
were lost at sea.

"I 'i sair faiied,> said slîe. Il It bas been an unco bard
winter, and 1 hîae bad tu keep the hoose. But l'Il bec mys;el'
agaun, %%,lieni the bono>' spring days cotrne, and 1 can ivin out 10
the kirkyard. lt's a bonny place, and îvholcsome." .

And so on she wandcred. Tlîey did flot try to bring lier
tboughts ba'k to Inter days. Il It ivas a-, vell flot,'> Allison
said sadl>'.

Yes, sue was sure failed, but she brightenued ivonderfulîy ai
the touchu of a golden piece wlîich John put into lier hand.

Il l'l tak' hto the nmanse and get it cbanged for the baw-
becs and pennies that are gathered ini the kirk. 1t'il tak' tva
or thrce Sabbatbs o' ,theni. 1 daursa>', tu mak' it out. Eh !
but ve're a braw lad, and velfaurcd,> added she, holding up
the lamp and peering into lis face. -And rnuck'!c gude bce
wl' yc a' >'e'e cas> she added as they wîent y.

IlYou bave neyer told me of ail the lielp sbe gave you,"
said I lun, as they wîent down the burn sude togetiier.

ISornetime 1 will tell you ; i uîouid fain forget it ail just
noiv2'

' Te next day îbcy îvent tu Grassie, to sec the tvo or thrce
wih wbom Allison conld cdaim kindred in the cotintryside.
She had seen îbem list on hen father's buriai'day. Then they
went tu many a spoat whene, in their happy childhood, Alli-
son and bier brother used tu play togetlier. Johnu had hecard o!
sorne of these before, hcesaid. He lnewv the spot at the edge
o! the moor, %vbere yocung Alexander Hadden had nescued
Willit frrm the jaws of deatb, and lie recognized the cltimp o!
dark old irs, tvbcre the hoodie'craws used to take counsel
together, and the little nook w.here thet tuo bairns were wont
shelter frorn the wind or the nain. And bie rcmunded Ailison
of things wbichu shc had herself forgotten. At some of ihein
she w-ept, and at otliens she latîghed, joyful to think that ber
brother shoîuld remember them su wcll. And site îoo bad
some things tu tell, and sonie sweet iwords to a Sa'.i the
gladness of her heant, whicb John might never have heard
but for ilicir %vaik over the bills that day

Trhey %vent to the kirk on the Sabluail, and sat, not i te
ininiste's pcv, but in the ver>' seat îvherc Allison used tu sit
uith hier faltîer anddlber riotiier and Wi!lîc, before trouble
carne. Aind when the silence %vas broken b>' the minis:cr'5
voice saying ; I"Oh Thon who a.rt nigbty tu save i " did not
lier hecant respond joyfnliy ta the îvonds? The tears rose as slie
bo-wed bier bead, buttlber lucant was glad as she lisiened ta
the good wonds spoken. Wben tbey carne out mbt the kirk-
yard, wbere, ont by one, at fiirst. and tftcrvard by twos anîd
tbrees, the folk îvho bad known lier ail lber life camne up to
greet lier, thene was neitiier icars non snîiles on ber face, but a
look, i once gentle anti firm and grave- the lool, o! a sttong,
patient, self'respccting womzan, who ball passed thraugh the
darkncss a! sufl"cing and sornow into the iîght ai last.

John stood a little apart, watcbing ard îvaitirig for hier, and
in bis beart he was saying, Il Ma>' 1 grow vorthy of ber and
ai ber love." NVhcn there bad bcen 'lquite cnough of it," as
hie tbougbt, and lue was about to put an enid tirui, there dm'ew
near, doubtfül, yct eagcr, an aid bowcd mari, ta takce ber band,
and then John saw bus wifces face, "a.s il it liad been tht face
a! an angel.1»

-&lhe bad waited for ail the resita corne ta her, but


