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Sabbath breakers, swine weie scoflers, snd came mely vut
of curiosity, or fur aninsement, and the Lurd was found of
them that sought Ilim not,  Family worship has been begun
in many homes, the mouths of many have been opened for
the first time in social and public prayer, and the older
Christians hzve been greatly quickened.  Altogether it has
been a month of julilee.  The Spirit of God has done greal
things fur us, whereof we are glad,

PRESHYTERY OF STRATFORD,—A repular meeting of
this court was held in Stratford on the 8th inst., Rev, E.
\. Panton, Moderator. There was a good attendance.
Mr. McXKibbin thanked the Presbytery for its kindness to
him during his illness, The auditors seported the treasu-
rer’s heoks as carefully and correctly kept.  Messes, Hamil
ton, Turnbull, Tully, Fee and Bell were appointed to ex
amine and report on the matter of paying expenses incurred
by doing Presbyterial work. Mr. McPherson's reasons of
dissent from the finding of Presbytery s re McPherson v,
Wright, were read and ordeced 10 be kept in sefentss.
Communications from Dr. Cochrane and Rev. D. J. Mac-
donnell, about contributions for ldome Mission and Aug-
mentaticn Funds were read, and these were given to the
Preshytery’s Committee, with instructions to allocate the
amounts and correspond with all the congregations. A
committee was appointed to examine the Book of Forms,
and subdivided as under : Messrs. Hamilton, Tully and Dr.
Hodge, to examine from pages §to 38 ; Messts. Turnbull,
Chrystal and Webster, pages 39 to 68 ; and Messts, Panton,
McPherson and Greig, paces 69 10 132; all 1o meet in St.
Mary’s on January gth, 1888, and report to next meeting of
Presbytery. Mr. Yool introduced a motion anent the elec-
tion of elders as commissioners to General Assembly, and
Messts. Turnbull and Grant were instructed to prepare the
roll of congrepations and report to next meeting. The
Presbytery ther adjourned to meet in Widder Street
Church, St. Mairv's, at half past ten a.m., on the 1oth of
January, 1888.- A. F. Turvy, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF PARis.—The ordinary meeting of this
Presbytery was held 1n Zton Church, Brantford, on Nov. 8,
at ten a.m., the Rev. G. Mupmo, M. A., presiding as
Moderator. There was a full attendance. Mr. Lattle, on
behalf of the committee appointed to audit the accounts and
strike the ratc for the Presbytery Fund for the year, veported
said duty discharged, all accounts paid, and a balance of
$50 on hand, and recommended a reduced rate of 3 cents
per unit for next year. The report was adopted, and thanks
tendered. On the new Book of Forms, Messrs MeMullen,
Robertson, Munro, Dr. Cochrane, ministers, and John
Hatvie, S. Harvie and A. Marshall, lders, were appointed
to examine said back and report to next meeting.  Circulars
anent Home Mission and Augmentation were considered,
and on moation of Nr. Cachrane a committee, consistiny of
Messrs. Robertson and McKinley, ministers, and Mr. John
Dickie, elder, were appointed to arrange an exchange of
pulpits, with a view of bringing the claims of Home Mis-
stons and Augmentation belore the congregauons of the
Presbytery. The proportion to e raised by Pans Presby-
tery for Home Missions 1s $2,400, and for Augmentation
$1,400. Mr. Bovle introduced to the Presbytery Mr. Mon-
teath as a candidate for the minmistry, and Dr. Beauie anu

Mr. McTavish were appointed a commitice 10 examine him

and report.  On mouion of Dr. Lochrane, seconded by Mz,
Robertson, 1t was agreed to nominate Mr. W, F. McMullen,
of Knox Church, Woodstock, for the Moderatorship of the
General Assembly. Leave was granted to Knox Church,
Ingersoll, o huld a moderation 1n a call to a nansier, and
Mr. G. Munro was appuinted to conduct the same.  The
Presbytery took up the General Assembly’s remst anent
amending chapter xxiv. section 4 ot the Lonlesslon of Faith,
The remit was approved simpheiter.  The remit anent the
proposed reduction of representatiun in the Leneral Assem.
bly and travelung expenses of commiscioners was referred
to the Commttec on the new Book of Ferms and Procedure,
to report at next mecting.  The committee to examine Mr,
Monteath reported, secommending that he be cerutied o
the Scnate of the College which he may attend. The
report was received and its recommendation adopted. On
motion of Dr. Cochrane, 1t was ageeed to return to the fos-
mer practice of four instead of six orinary mectings of
Presbytery in the year. As previously arranged, a confer-
ence was held on the duties of clders to the congregation,
and it was agreed to hold a similar conlerence at next meet
ing on the subject of ** Popular Amusement,” the discussion
12 be opened by Mr. Boyle. The Presbytery adjourned to
meet in Dumfries Strect Church, Paris, on the second Tucs
day of January, 188S, at ten a.m.. W. F. McMuruies,
Fres. Clerk,

MANITOBA COLLEGE.

The Theulogical Department of Manitoba College was
opened last week. A large number of ministers, ladies and
citizens was present. (Principal King presided, and gave
some information tespecting the present state of the insti
tution.

e sad the arts classes and thuse of the preparatory de
partment have already been in operation abuut eleven weeks.
For several years cach session has scen an increased attead
ance over that of the przceding onc.  The preseat promiscs
to be no exception.  The number of students corulled in
these departments is considerably in advance of that in at
tendance at the same period last year. When somiciwho
arc sull detained by teaching and o her engagements havJ
returned to us, and when the students in theclogy arc
added it is safc to say that the attendance will somewhat
exceed 100.  So far as the students of the college are con-
cerned, T may say, 1 think, that their standing as a_whole
was exteemely creditable both to the students and their
teachers. The financial position of the college has been
still further improved dunng the course of the year. Two
theusand dollars were received by mc toward the liquida
tion of our debt on the occasion of my secent visit to the
cast—abott a thitd of the amount without solicitation, other
than that of my prescnce.  As = tesult of thig, and of the

cuntribulivus secured daring, the summer in Winnipeg and
in the Portage, the last instalment of the mortgage has
been paid, and [ have had the satisfaction of handing its
discharge to the Collegie Board. I may say that since the
date of my appointment nearly $5,000 have been con-
tributed for the reduction of this dett by citizens of \Win-
niper. The remainder of the largesum has been contributed
mainly by Toronto, Montreal, Ottawa and Sarnia, 1 de-
sire in the name of the board and in my own name to thank
the many fricnds in these places who have so generously
come o uraid, A still further improvement in the finan.
cial condition of the college was brought about by the
action of rome generous friends during the meeting of the
General Assembly in this aty.  The ex-Moderator took up
the cause of the callege with great zeal, and very largely
through tis efforts some $2,000 were subscribed towarl the
reduction o1 a debt of a little over $8,000 at Dr. Reid's
office, incurred in paying salaries in those carlier years
when the income of the college was inadequate to its expen-
diture. It is to be hoped that the committee formed at the
Assembly will follow up the’movement there so happily be-
gun, Inany case the debt at Dr. Reud’s office must be re-
duced by the end of the year to something below $6,000.
The only remaming debt of the college 1s that of one fund
to anothe:.  Some years ago $7,000 contributed for endow-
ments were used to meet current and building expenses.
This1s not a debt in the sense of requiring annual pay-
ments of interest, but it is a matter of good faith to replace
the amount, and I trust, from unpaid subscriptions, a be
ginning will be made in doing this, even by the close of
the present financial year. Indeed the contribution of
Sarnia ($385) was given specially for this purpose. It is
needless to say that the college still requires a great deal to
make 1t what we would like 1t to be. ql‘hc grounds u-gent
ly need improvement, and in this climate especially a gym
nasium would be estcemed by the students a great boon.
Some permanent addition to the teaching staff, ecither as
professors or lecturers, 1s much necded. For the present
session we expect to teceive valuable assistance both in the
departments of arts and theology from the Rev. Mr. Baird,
who 1s happily 1n a position to give the college the Lenefit
of his setvices for a time, even as last session we received
efficient and seasonabie aid frem the Rev. Mr. Farquhar.
Professor Bryce then reported the result of the university
examinauons in May last, showing that furty-four students
had written at the examinations, of whom ten were scnior
B.A.’s., cight junior B.A.s., ecighteen previous and eight
preliminary.  And fifty out of ninety-nine students who
wrote were attending, or had attended, Manitoba College.
The semor B.A.'s took six scholarships, amounting to
$500; the ‘Junior took seven, amounting to $3500; the pre-
vious took five, amounting to $420, and the preliminary
took one of $100, the whole aggregating $t,520, out of a
possible $2,760. Out of eleven medals Manitoba took
seven, one being the Governor-General's.  Thete were only
five silver medals open, and Manitoba College took four of
them, and also succeeded in getting three out of six bronze
medals. Professor Bryce also pointed ont that as well as
being prominent in learning last year the college had alse
been strong in athletic sports.
Dr. King then delivered the opening lecture.
carnest and able exegesis of Rom. viii. 14 17
At the conclusion of the lecture shart speeches of a can
gratalatory nature were made by Rev A A, Camernn,
Rev. J. B. Silcox, Rev. Me. Jack<on, Mr. J. B. Somersct,
Supernntendent of Education, and Chief Justice Taylor.
The latter said that Dr. Bryce's report was very gratify
ing, and that the fact of the number of students having in
creased over previous years was 2 practical proof of the peo
ple’s faith in 1k institution  If the report was duly con
sideteditn. . occvident that this confidence would deepen
and the attendance of pupils would Zontinue to inc-ease.
Dr. King's repont was pleasing, and he thought that a
deep debt cf gratitude was duc 1o the Principal for his
cforts in collecting the moncy to wipe off the labilities of
the college. Hc thought an cffort should be made at
once to pay off the debt owing ‘o the Endowment Fund,
and he commended the object to the people.

It was an

OBITUARY

MR. THOMAS NICOL, ELDER.

Thomas Nicol, who died at his residence, Plattsville,
Ont., was born at Gretoa Green, Dumfries-shire, July 31,
1822. He camc with his father and the other members of
the family to Canada 1n 3540, and shostly afterward settled
in Beverley, three les from Gair.  In 1849 he was niar.
ricd to Miss Esther Scatt,’and the fruit ¢f ¢his union was a
family of five sons aud five daughters.  In 1851 he removed
to u farm in the township of Blechaim, where he spent the
remainder of his days.  While still a young man he was a
member of Dr. Bayne s Church, Galt, and after his remo-
val 12 Blenheim was very active sn secunng the ercction of
thc Ratho Church.

Mr. Nicol tzok a lively intcrest an the surmng cvents pre-
ceding the Disruption, and acuvely canvassed his acighbour.
hood respzeting the Aucherterarder case and other Church
matters then agataung the public mind,

At his funeral his pastor, Rev, William McKRunley, of In
nerkip, pave a brief skeich of the lile and character of de
ccascd, and dwelt in affcctionate terms upon his many
Chnsttan graces.  Mr. Nicol was a man of honour, sympa
thetsc and especially good 1o the poor, full of regard for the
truth and zealous for the salbvation of men and the glory of
God. e served the Church faithiully as manager of the
Sabbath school and in the Rathv congregation as elder for
the long period of ncarly thirty years. He was ever loyal
to the Church and pastor, and on Gospel principles a staunch
supporter of the ministry.

Tius Rev. Mr. Sim, of Creich, Sutherlaadshire, lias dc
clined the call to succeed Professor Iverach in Ferryhill
Church, hivicg vesolved 0 accept the call [rom St Ste.
phen’s, Edinburgh,

§a§batb facbqol Teacher.

INTERNA TI():\‘.‘; L IJ;S.S‘ ON<.
Neb JESUS AND THE SABBATH. [ M-

GoLDEN TeExt. —It is lawful to do well on the Sab-
bath Days.—Matt. xii. 12,

SHORTER CATECHISM,

Question 50. — This question teaches that three things are
required by the second commanument—the receiving, ob-
serving, and keeping pure and entire Ged's worship.  The
only source of hght on these s the .u-pired Word of Gud,
We are to receive the law of God's wocap from His own
lips. The worship Ile has commanded compichends
prayer, praise, the hearing «f Hec Ward and the sacraments
of baptism and the Lord’s supper, and the giving of our
means for the support and ¢ vlension ut Gaspel ordinances.
Gad's law requires that we iearn winnt God has taught in
Seripture concermne His waistap, and that we be fanthful
in its observance. It teaches also that we have no rvight to
alter, add to or dimimsh what He has cleatly revealed as
the worship He will accept.

ANTRODUCTORY,

The scene of this incident 1s still i Gahlee, Tt was dur-
ing the summer season, shariv before harvest.  Jewish
custom, the result of rablameal teaching, led the people to
attend the service in the synagogue fasting.  Christ, with His
disciples and others accompanving them, was proceeding to
or from the synagngue. Their way lay through the grain
fields, and as the disciples were hungry they plucked and
ate the ears of grain.  They were not accused of stealing,
because in such circums ances no law forbade the satisfying
of hunger. The Phausees thought them guilty of a greater
sin, that of Sahbath breaking.

1. The Disciples Accused of Sabbath Breaking —
The Sabbath ix a divine institution. It did not originate
with the Jewish nation. It was Goi's own ordinance at
the creation, and is incorporated in the moral law. The
Jews, in process of time, added minute and childish observ-
ances. As they lost sight of the spirit of God’s law, they
invariably sought to make the letter of it as irtksome and un-
reasonable as possible.  The hostility of the Jewish tulers
to Christ was daily growing more bitter and determined.
He was not accused of breaking the Sabbath, but His dis-
ciplss were, and the Pharisces saw what they thought was
their opportunity.  Their course reveals a sad and unhapoy
statec of mind. They were very jealous of what they
thought was God's Iaw: but they were looking on God's
well-beloved Son with unfriendly and hateful cyes. The
vindication of God's law can only be made with purc
motives.

I11. Christ's Answer. —As the Pharisees had appealed
against the disciples’ conduct by a referenc: to their rigid
interpretativn of the Sabbath law, so Christ refers to an his
tonic instance  which met (e wase.  He cites the case of
David recorded in 1 Sam. xxi. 1-6.  David and his men,
pressed with hunget, catered the tabernacle, and ashed the
showbread from the priests.  The ceremonial law enjoined
that this bread, a sacred symbol in the holy place, was only
to be caten by the priests.  They yielded to David’s ucgent
tequest, and were held guiltless in the circumstances.  Jesus
then refers 1o the fact that the divine service requires special
labour on the Sabbath. It was the priests’ busiest day.
If the disaiples plucking the ears of corn were guilty of pro-
faping the Sabbath, then, according to the Pharisees’
reasoning, the priests were, while discharging their com-
manded dulies, guilty of constant profanation of the sacred
day. *‘In this place is Onc greater than the temple.”
Chust was the living temple in which dwelt the fulness of
the Godhcad bodily. It was for Hlim it wz. reared. All
its sacertices, all sts services, found their fulfilment in Him.
The Phansecs t they understood God's faw, but
Churist showed thenrg) cy were ignorant of its spirit :
¢ If ye had known WERGERE will have mercy,
and not sacnfice, y¢ would™ . d the goilt-
less.” *“The Son of Man is Lord ¢ “the Sabbath
Day." It was called by the catly Christians the Losd's Day.
He nstituted 1, and sei it apart for His scivice and worship,
and it 1s desipned and fited for man’s temporal and cternal
weH-being.

111, Christ's Observance of the Sabbath.—Thesc is
frequent mention in the New Testament of Jesus’ presence
in the synagoguc on the Sabbath Day. Ia this instance
there was a man with a withered hand present. The
Scnbes and Phansees, sccking for an accusation against the
Saviour, ask, “* Is it lawful 10 heal on the Sabbath Days? ™
Taking them on thar own ground, Jesus cempletely
silenced their objections. If cne sheep fell into a pit,
would not ordinary common sease and right {ecling prompt
s rescue?  How much better s a man than a sheep?
Then the conclusion is reached—** It is lawful to do well on
the Sabbath Days.”  1le then by a word cures the man in
theair presence, giving the strongest evidence of the claim
that Hc 1s Lotd of the Sabbath, and exemplifics the spirit
in which 1t should be observed. [is words and ifis actions
could not be gainsaid ; but so blinded and prejudiced were
the minds of the Pharisces that they withdrew, and con
sulted how they might desteoy Him.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

While the Saviour teaches the truc meaning and intent of
the Sabbath, He gaves no countenance to its profanation.

Works of netessity and bencficence are lawful on the
Sabbhath.

The Sabbath is made for man, thatis, {or all men 3 there:
forc we have no night to deprive others of its privileges,

There were people who heard Chrst’s owa werds and
saw 13is miraclcs, and yet plotted to destroy Him.



