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REabpirs may be pleased to learn that the series of
racy papers by * Knoxouian™ are meeting with a
growing apprecintion They have been teproduced
in asnumber of the leading journals in the United
States, and extracts from them have appeared in
British papers  Anonymity, however, is not altogether
without disadvantage.  When “ Adam Bede ™ made
itsappearance, an English Church rector claimed its
authoiship, and as proof positive of his assertion dis-
played the MsS., patently copied by his own hand.
The wnter of * The Bread ‘“Winners,” which recently
attracted attention, tells us th>t several of his personal
fricnds mdnidually informed him in confidence that it
was their production.  We have seen a perfectly con-
structed syllogisin demonstrating that an esteemed
aty minister is ** Knovonian.” [t has also been
clumed by ns admuring friends that the * Knoxonian ”
papers are from the pen of a talented young divine,
who, itis saud, on the strength of the imputation was
invited to preach m an ehgible church in one of our
important Canadian cities.  We are in a pocition to
assure our readers ‘that the notable papers are
written by * Knoxonian” himself.

‘THE General Assembly of the American Presby-
terian Church met in Cincinnati on the 21st ult. ' With
the exception of a slight breeze which sprang up dur-
ing the elecyon of Moderator the opening proceedings
seem to have been happy and impressive. The ser-
mon of the retiring Moderator was so powerful at
times that the Assembly relieved its feclings by nuld
applause. A Scotch minister present sud he knew 1t
was outrageous to applaud in the sanctuary, but Ae
conld'not kelp it and just let his feet go. Applause is
not becoming in public worship, but is not so unscem-
ly as yawning or snoring.  The number of commis-
sioners will be reduced after the present meeting to
about yoo. The basis of representation hitherto has
been one minister and one clder to each twenty-four
ministers, but for twenty-tive four representative s were
allowed. The twenty-five has been raised to.thirty-
six and this change reduces the numberen! commis-
sioners by 136, On the whole the affairs of the great
American Church seemto be mn a prosperous condi-
tion though like ourselves they have a good muny
-knpoey problems to solve. They have all our difficul-
ties 16 contend agamst and a few that, happily, we
know little or nothing of. May the King and Head
of the Church abundantly bless and prosper this im-
portant memt o of the Presbyterian family.

COMMENTING on the large number of vacant con-
gregations and the large number of mip’sters in the
American Church without congregatiras, the New
York Zwvangelist asks the following +.ertinent ques-
tions :

Isit (1) becausc our grand old Presbyterian system is weak
in its methods and appliances for joimng pastors and people

shephends and flocks - together 2 Br 15 1t {(2) because
many of vur churches are becuming fancitully exacting as to
the precise qualities and characteristics of the men who are
available to serve them 2 Or ssat (3) because a certain pro-
portion of those whe have ubtamed the usual qualtications
for the ministry are still fandamentally, nmur:l?qﬁ[ Yar,§,
and inevitably destiied 1o be unsuc-‘exsful ined 2 “Or is it
(4) becausg our churches and Presbyteries do not avail them-

sclves of the facilities afforded by the geniusand constitution
of our system, for the supplying of msl church with ntedful
ministrations and mslom{ oversight ?

Our contemporary believes thai these four causes work
together in praducing the unsatisfactory results men.
tioned, Some churches are fastidiously cxacting ;
some ministers are in part or wholly failures ; and the
power in our system is not wholly utilized and applied
for the filling of vacancies in a reasonable time.  All
af which applics to the Presbyterian Church here as
well as to the Church across the lines. A few months
hence the minutes of Assembly will report a large
number of vacancies and a large number of ministers
wanting congregations.  And when the quustion s
asked - why are nol many of these ministers settled
in these congregations? the answer in most cases may
he found in one of the foregoing reasons. The remnedy
is not so casily found,

Tt ex Moderator of the Assembly at Cinemnat
gave the brethven some historical facts of more than
usunl interest in his opening sermon.  Refernng to
the arigin of American Presbyterianisin he saud .

Some western Preshytenes have indeed a strange mixture

ol ministers from varjous places, and often with pecubar and
diverse antecedents, but there is not one of them that §n this
record will surpass the first Presbytery organized in America,
It cunsisted of seven inisters. Makemie was a Scotch-Irish.
man, Hamplon was an Inshman, MacNish was a Scotch.
man (and these last were supported by Dissenters in London),
Andrews was a Massachusetts man, Wilson was a Scotch-
man from Connecticut, and believed to be an emissary of the
** New England doctors,” Taylor 1s of uncertain origin and
was pastor of a congregation of tndependents; Davis rarely
attended Presbhytery.  Yet out of that Presbytery the East
grew to what it is now.
And yet from that Presbytery with its “peculiar and di-
verse antecedents” grew the great American Presby-
ternian Church of to-day. The ex-Moderator made a
capital point when he showed, as he did farther on,
that in sending men and money to the West, the East
was only doing as it had been done by, The East had
been helped in their carly struggles by the Churches
in the old land and 1t was nothing but reasonable and
right that they in turn should help the West. ‘The
same argument holds good in regard to our North-
West.  Many of the congregations in Eastern Canada
that are now asked to carry on the work in Manitoba
and the North-\West Territorics were themselves
helped in the beginning by the churches in Ireland
and Scotland. All or very nearly all their first pastors
came from the old country. In sending men and
money to the North-West we are doing nothing more
than was done for us. This view of the matter has
not been put before the peopleas it sheuld have been.
We are not doing cvery year more for our new fields
than was done for the old ones fifty years ago.

WF understand that » lnrge number of applications
will be made to the General Assembly for admission
to the ministry of the Churcinby Ypinisters from other
denominations. It is high time that the policy of the
Chiurch on this question should become decidedly con-
servative.  The fact that a minister hasa quarre! with
his own Church is no reason why he should be admit-
ted to the ministry of ours.  The fact that he has been
a failure in one or more denomingtions is a sufficient
reason why he should not receindd into ours. If
he has been fairly successfudnin the Church in which
he has laboured, the chances are a thousand to one
that it would be betler for himself to remain there.
If he has not been fairly successful we don't want him.
Nothing short of the strongestxonviction should be
considered a sufficient reason why a minister should
leave the denomination whose ordination vows he has
taken. If a mimster has done fairly good~work in
another denomination and has became convinced that
the doctrine and polity of Presbyterianidm are Scrip-
tural in most cases he ought to be received ; but it
should never be forgotten that 2 man may accept our
standards and be wholly unfittted for our work., There
is such a thing as Presbyterian instinct. A man may
accept the Confession and uwe-c no sympathy with our
church life. He may accept our form of government
and be utterly incapable of administering it. He
admire our polity on paper and dislike it in pract/®8.
He may even preach farrly well in another denomina-
tion and have sume tlangs about him that prevents
him from being acceptable to our congregations, When
such is the case it is not an agr of kindness to himself-
to receive him. It should be distinctly understood by
all applicants that there is no power in Presbyterian-
ism to give a minister a field of labour. If he cannot
getacall he hasno ch:micc in the Presbyterian Church.
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

ONcE more the General Assembly meets in the city
of Montreal, onc of the jnost central places in which
it can convene. XTBe time inay come when Winmpey
will be favoured with the presence of the Commis.
sioners, but 1t 1s scarcely yet.  Londot is the most
western ity in which the Assembly has hitherto met,
while the cxtreme cast of the Donunton has twice en.
joyed the priv iege. So vast is the territorial extent of
the Clurch, that no matter where the Assembly s
held, long, expensive, and fatigwing journeys arc of
necessity imposed on a number of delegates. Gne
thing in connection with the highest Court of tie
Church has never received the satisfactory practical
consideration it should, viz. s the wnatter of travelling
eapenses.  The friends m the citics where the As.
sembly has been held have invariably extended an
ungrudging and gencro 5 hospitality.  Much expense,
however, beyond this s entatled on the deiegates. In
some instances the Presbyternies have tried to organ-
ize a fund for defraying ravelling cxpenses to. and
from the General Assembly, but the results have not
‘heen uniformly and entirely satisfactory.  Congrega-
tions, or rather persons connected with them, from
whoia no representative is sent, sometimes grudge to
pay the costs of the Presbytenial delegation. In not
a few cases the munister or clder whois ﬁcrlmps least
able to bear the outlay has had to defray his own ex-
penses either in whole or 1n part. The shghtest consi-
deration will convince the most parsimontous that a
country minister with a smalt salary, or an clder who
can ill afford absence from his ordinary calling, ouglt
not 1o bear his own expenses.  Our members of Par.
liament arc indemmified, representatives of most or-
ganizasions, civic or benevolent, almost always have
their travelling expenses provided.  Why it should be
otherwise with the Church has not yet been satisfac-
torily explained.

The approaching Assembly will be one of great
importance and influence.  Questions afiecting the
vital interests of the Church will come up for serious
consideration. ‘The reports of the Standing Counvnit-
tees, Home and Foreign Missious, French Evangeli-
zation, the State of Religion, T»mperance and Sabbath
Observance are much more than matters of routine
The completeness of the reports themselves, and the
mature consideration they ought to receive are of the
utmost consequence.  Efficient organization is essen-
tial to all really valuable Church life and work. It
is not all, but it is the channel through which the
divine motive power ordinarily operates.

The cducational reports will for various reasons be
of more thzn ordinary interest this year. The College
Question is one of considerable difficdlty, that time
alone does not help to lessen.  Flourishing in a meas-
ure, and doing excellent work as all of our theological
institutions are, there is not one of them in that state
of efficiency it ought confessedly to be.  Great and
praiseworthy efforts have been made to lift them above
the pressure which inadequate revenues occasion.
Many devoted friends throughout the Church have
shown a noble gencrosity in their efforts to help the
colleges, but much yet remains to bedone. The edu-
cational question this year will be complicated by the
urgent pressure brought to bear on the various Synods
in favour of the proposed Summer Sessions. Happly
the Assembly is not a revolutionary body. It does
not rush to conclusions. Grave changes are not made
impetuously. The reproach that action comes first
and thought afterward isnot applicableto the General
Assembly. ‘The proposed measuse is so grave and
far-reaching in its consequences that it requires more
tl an oratorical pleas in its favou~ {0 remove appre:
nension ; it demands carnest and calm reflection.

Another question that will lead to carnest if not
animated debate is the proposed Time-Service for the
Eldership. This is one of those questions on which
~opposite views may be conscientiously entertained

Here, too, it is eminently desirable that strong reasons
. be adduced in favour of the proposed change, and in
any case rashness is to be deprecated.

Another lively debate on the Marriage Question
may be anticipated. During the year perhaps w
question remutted to Presbyteries has reccived more

_attention than the decéased wife's sister.  Both sides
have heen ably discussed in our Contributors’ Depart-
mient by leading divines, whose scholarly attainments
and whose attention have been devoted to'the elucida-

tion of their respective views. Judging from the
action of the Presbyteries it might be anticipated

.



