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Congregations, like familles, have thelr disagree-
ments. However desirable it may be that brethren
dwell together {n unity, it is not always attainable.
Thus, instead of harmony there is occasional dixcord.
Prejudices and incompatibilitles find their way Into
congregations as they do into nther societies. Fires
of j2alousy, however, do not continue to blaze. Time,
the healer of differences, and other and highe sooth.
ing influences produce toleravt and kindly feellngs,
and brethren learn to respect and love those with
whom they have contended. Paul and Barnabas had
a sharp contentlon about John Mark, but all parties
were afterwards cordially reconciled,

About thirty years since grave differences arose
among the members of Knox Church, Thoy resulted
in a number of people leaving who were afterwards
formed iato a new congregation. In duo time a large,
commodious and elegant bullding waserected for them
at the corner of Cueen and Mutual streets.  As many
of the members of the new congregation were eithar
from the North of Ircland or of Irish dercent, the
church was named after Dr. Cooke, the able and
eloquent exponent of Preshyterianism in Ireland.
‘The substantlal building is of white brick in the
Lombardiap style of architecture, the ornamentation
being simple and in good taste, Itls large and com-
modious, and can accommodate an audience of about
athousand people. The church has a frontage on
Queen street of fifty.five feet and is flanked at each
slde by tower and spire. Thaspires, of equal design
and proportions, riso to a height of ‘one hundred and
ten fect. Though without the modern adjuncts of
churches recently erected, it has o spacious basement
where the Sabbath School meets and whers congre.
gational meetings are held,

On a recent Sabbath morning the pastor, the Rev.
Jokn Kirkpatrick, preached a profitabis discourse
of which the subjoined is an outling ;

¢* Qceupy tll T come,” Luke xix. 13.

“There can be oo doubt in our winds as to_the imwport of
the parable from which our text is taken. The object of it
is cleatly set forth 1n the 11th verse of the chapter, Zac.
chaeus had joyfully received the Sawviour at his house and
the disciples murmured, 9yin‘§ © *'That He .zsgone (o be
be guest with a mon thatiss sinser " The new convert forth.
with expressed hisloyal and loving odedience to the Lord, say.
iog. ** Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the
poor, and if I have taken anything from any man by false
accusation, T restore him four-fold.” The Master’s spproval
immediately follows :—** This day is salvation come to this
house, for as much as he &lso is a son of Abraham, For the

Son of Man is come to seek and to save that whith was lost,”
And then He added the parable, wl:g? * Becaure He was
ey

nigh to Jerusalem and because thought that the
Kingdom of God thould immedistely appear.” Whatever
tkeir false 2nd deceptive imaginations regarding the charac.
ter of the kingdom may have been, they wese now suddenly
dissipated ; and whatever their pertonal misconceptions as
to the nature of their relation thereto, and the co 2
cbligations 1nvolved, may have beer, they must 'now bave
been removed. ** To st opon His right hand and on Hisleft
in His kingdom “ was an honon:, which, however fally 1t
may have represented their ideas of the werk they had on.
dertaken, came very far chort of the Master's estimate of it.
They are not to be called masters, their bonour lies in the
fact that they are sarvants.  They are called to fight, to
build, to labour, to work  The caase needs then assistapce
and consecration. The kipgdom is to be established
through their eflorts. The world is to be redeemed, Nations
are to become disciples.  And all this i3 to be accomplished
largely tarough thelr personal fathfulness i the use of the
very least as well as the greatest the Lord has been
pleased to impart to them. He, like the nobleman, has
gone oo o far coantsj to zeceive for Himself a kingdom ang
to return,  All power is ﬂnn ante Him o heaven and in
esrtb  Our commission is to go in His name and teacn,
*go wark to day.” the night is rapidly coming, when none
of us can work, The time of judgment from the scutiny of
which no visionary pretext cover us, {s near; the hour
of reward and rest, from the plory of which nose cxn keep
us back, isclose at hand. * Occupy till I come.”

‘While we bave sought thus briefly to indicate the im-
mediale connection of the text, it {3 quite true that, taken
1n 15 geoeral sensg, 1t will admit of a variety of applica.
tions. For example, it will admit of being spplied to the
cmployment of our time -occupying it fally for . How
few seem to realize the vast importance of time. And get
every moment lx; precicus. Life Hllxclf ounly represents our
moments 1o the aggregate. oW many begin to
ir&a.'liu: the g{u; va.l;eioi time whea u}e bgst zf their lite
s speat, en their opportunities for doing good are
almost over, they begin to wish they hed redeemead it cs
they ought. Notcneofthess precious moments bélongsto us.
&od them ali His own, our very cxistence is Hiz. And
if we belong to God in the bighest sense, we will anxionsly
seize every passing opportunity and usc it for His glory,
aswcgmthmnghheandsmdfw:tofacewigx‘ its
dificul®es and cares and duties, No part of humsn lifeis so

-

{nsignifcant that ws can afford to be indifferent to a single
day, or hour, or minute of tims, It Is thetrifiing little items
which sun up the powerful bill against usat its close. How
often has the coul, with all its briphi and ike powers,
Decome Impoverithed and enfeebled through our fallure at
this very polnt, As s rule, men who succeed in life begond
thelr neluml attalnments and abilities are those who have
ths power of cconowising the fragments of time, o that
nothing {s lost 3 and the men who feel dinnpolnled fo after
life are those who are weak in this particular. It is & very
simple, but & very sound maxim which says with regerd to
pecunisry matters, * Take care of the pence and the pounds
will take care of themselves,” So it is with regard to the
economy oftime ; * Take care of the hoursand the years wiil
take care of themselves.” Little grains of sand make the
mountains, and little drops of water make the sea. Let
every moment of our timeé be occupied for God—eve

moment will tell upon etemnity. Baut looking at the words
of the text rather {p thelr position and natural cosnection,

the passage we learn the following lessons 1—
1. Theyspeak of the absent who will come again—
“Till I come."

3. They speak of the great end of the Christian lfe—
" Omp‘;'

3+ 7 hey indicate tAe position and :r«ao/lhc Christian
after CAnist's coming, (o recken wltim is servants and re

wardth/daﬁful.

Under the first of these heads we nay remark that what.
ever difference of opinion may exist smong professio
Christians as to the time, nature, and circum.
stances of Christ’s coming, all are uaited in the belief that
He will come. And while the Church is called to mourn
an absent Lotd, is it not matter for decpest gratitude that
He bay given her most distinct assurance in relation to &
truth which lics 5o near to her best interests and the com-
fort and edification of a1l her members. No language can
more positively express the fact than the words which our
bl Lord Himself employs to make us certain of it.

The two men in white apparel, who stood by the
wondering disciples on Mount Olivet, declared “ye
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?
This ssme Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven
shall so come in like mannner as ye have scen Him go
into heaven.” “ To them that look for Him, will He
-sppear the second time, without sin unto salvation,”
The provislons made for the Church's comfort during
this temporary absence of Christ in bis bodily pre.
scnce sufficlenty indicate and confirm the hope of all
Christians {n this truth. The glrit has teen impsrted to,
and He remalns with the Church for ever. It wasexpedient
on many grounds that the Saviour should go away. The
Comforter has come, The faith and hope and love of
believers, sre perfected. Christizn work Las become all but
universal, and the fruits of the Gospel ace gathered in every
1snd at once.  The Church, too, uickenuf by the Saviour's
spiritual presence, Jooks hopefully forward to the glorious
issue of her present confiict. In the Sacrament of the
Supper instituted by Christ before He suffered, these two
grand thovghts are kept before us: we look back to His
gacrificial death on the one hacd, and we look forward to
His mi{ , tpon the other; we do this in remem-
brance of Him, and e show forth His death unnl He
come, This cominp shall be marked by every token of
power and glory. His holy angel shall be with Him and
He shall be coastituted judge of quick and dead. He shall
c‘llxﬁensc ap! mg{mte in view of services rendered,

shall take His people home 10 mansions of qlorf‘.

The great object of the Christion lifels to fulfi) the law of
Chriat, to do that what he has commanded us: and like
faithful servants we should be as diligent as if we felt the
constasce ce of out Master. His eye 15 everupon us,
and He reward every man according to his works,
We are ** occupiers " of the ground and can not afford to
beidle. He kas left us'the noblesr example and there is a
pure pieasure in doing His work, for “ we are workers
together with Him."” No Chrisuan can afford to go back.”
Our watch-word is ever “ forward” and the Charch can 1)
afford to lose any portion of her Aaster’s heritage. Her
work shail not be done until the kingdoms of thic world are
laid at the feet of jesus, She mast cf the garden of the
Lord clens of weeds wthin, and defend it agatnst theattacks
of enemies without The trecs of the Lord s planting
should be vigorous and healthy, they are lantcdp by the
rivers of water, but they need constant ten and care.
The lambs and sheep of the Lord's fold must be fed, and
lost ones must be sought and found and camried home.
There is wuch to do~more than enough foi all—why
ghould we stand all dey idle while Christ’s poor are to be
fed, His sick nursed, His weeping ones comforted, His
imprisored oaes sct free? * Inasmuch as ye did it unto
one of the least of thesz, ye did it anto me,” ** Occupy
till ¥ come " we have been placed in a position of trust,
we are ambassadors for Christ.  Satan's kingdom is to be
dcsqu , the kingdom of 15 to be edvanced, others
as well as ourselves being brought into 1t ang kept i i,
and the kingdom of glory fsto be hastened.

For this great work of destruction and construction ample
resources have besn provided. We may not sec cleasl
the Master’s plan or have His desige fully in our minds, it
is not necessary we should, but we can use His weapons, we
cap lean upon His streopth;, we can follow His directions,
we cando *“ whatever onr hands find to do,” with all our
might. Qur place upon the wall may be oleccure, or other.
wise, let ns tryto fillst.  While the words of our great Com-
mander fall rioging apon the ear, **Hold the Fort,” let the
Church ip faith reply “ by Thy grace we will,” In the mea.
sure in which cither the individnal or the Church discharges
this dnty in the zame mezsure, will they be found faithinl,

The crvards of faithful service are sure apd will be
rendered to every man according to his work. The devil
works bis cesvants hard snd pays them ill. Christ’s ger.
vaots shall have a glorfous reward. His recognition and
approval of the lesst have done will be more than
enough to justify all their desires, and will be commeasurate
vrith their eflorts. . .

Therg scems to by some distinction made in this parable

as to the extent and proportion of the honouts reaped by
the servants, but In the parable of the talents we have the
otherside of the truth presented. Here all receive the
same gracious commendation Irrespective of the number of
talents bestowed. 1f we are taught in the one case that
our honours will be gm rtionate to our diligence and faith.
fulness, we aro taught in the other that our reward at last
shall depend upon our makiog a tlfght use o: the talents we
actually possess, whether they be few or many. The right
use of evcn one pift colitles to the **well donet® The
rewards shall be eternal.  How poor are all the honours
of the wotld when compared with the honour which all the
saints enjoy! The lustre of earthly crowns grows dim,
carthly laurels fade away, But for the righteous is reserved
¢ an (nheritance which s incorruptable, undefiled, and
that fadeth not away.” It is the privilege of every believer

to say—
* Henceforth there {s afd up for me & crown which can.

not fade,
The dﬁhleom Judge at that great day shall place it on

my head
N:xi bath the Sovercign Lord decreed this prize for me
one
Bué {or’ 'lll such as love like me the sppearance of His
on.

In conclusion It us try to realize to what ap extent our
eternal future isinour own hands  Qur title to heaven is
all of Christ, our justification befors God i3 de&cndent upon
the merits of apother; but our reward and the degree of
glory to which we are to rite, may, in one sense, be
measured by our works. Not abaalutely by what we have
dcuzil but rather by the degree of believing devotion with
which we give ourselves to the Master's service. **If any
man serve Me him will My Father bonour,”

On the2oth of January, 1851, a meeting of persons
favourable to the establishment of a new Presbyterian
Church in Toronto was held'in Victorla street. Steps
were taken towards the organization of a church In
connection with the Presbyterian Church of Ireland.
At a subsequent meeting held on January 28th in the
school-house, cormmer of Duchess and Caroline streets,
it appeared’that about 170 familles had signified their
intention of jolning the church In process of forma-
tion, and Messrs. John Greenlees, |. B, Boyle, George
Coulter, John Carr, Robert McClealland, John Henry,
Samue! McLain, and Thompson McCleary were ap-
pointed a committes for the purpose of ralsing funds,
etc. o the course of the same year the congregation
was organized by the Presbytery of Toronto as a con-
gregation in connection with the Presbyterian Church
in Canada, with a communion roll of fifty-four mem-
bers, mosi of whom were from the north of Ireland,

On the 26th of March, 1852, a call was extended to
the Rav. Robest Irvine, of St. John, N.B., and on
the 24th of June of the same year he was inducted as
the first stated pastor of the new congregation, Mr
Irvine continued paztor until the 12th of May, 1854,
when he accepted a call from Koox Church, Hamil

ton.

During his incumbency the congregation met partly
in St. Lawrence Hall and peartly™ in a frame chuarch
on George street. ‘This property was purchased by
the congregation. Dr. Irvine, who died rzcently at
Augusta, Georgia, was an eloquent préacker and suc
ceeded in gathering around bim a pumirous congre
gation In the church onfGeorge street, during his brief
pastorate.  After several ineffectual attempts to secare
a saitable successor a califwas extended on the 3rd of
July, t856, to the Rev. Andrew Marshall, formerly of
Ireland, but then labouring as a missionary in New
Brunswick, The call was accepted and Mr, Mar-
shall's ind :ction tock place on the 6th of August of
the same year, On this occasion Rev. Thos. Lowry
preached, Dr. Willis addressed,the pastor, and Mz.
Reld the congregation. On March jist, 1857, M.
Marshall, owing to declining health, resigned his pas
toral chargs with the object of returning to Ireland.
It has fallsn to the lot of few ministers in so short a
period to make so many friends as did Mr, Marshall,
and he is sti'l remembered adfectionately by many, nos
only in Cooke’s Church, but {n the community at
latge. After an aflectionate leave-taking he returned
to his nativeland, where he shortly afierwards died.

On the sth of May, 1857, 2 call was given to Rev,
Wiiliam Gregg, of Belloville. This call was accepied
and Mr, Gregg’s induction took place on the 8th July
of the samso year. On this occasion Rev. James Nes-
bit presided, Rev. Mi. Burns, of{St, Cathannes,
preached, Mr, Lowry addreased the ministes, and Mr,
McTavish the people, In 1872 Ms, Gregg resignsd
‘the charge of the copgregation, having accepted a
position as Professor of Apologetics in Knox College,
a pasition which ko still holds. Daring his pastorate
of fifteen years, Cooke's Church may be said to bave

-attained the helght of its prospesity. Its roll of mem.

bership Included such sames as Judge Patterson, the
I3te Hon, George Brown, and many others who hava
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