i
s
1
|
§

THE ROCITWOOLI IR DANS BDAR

—_—rT T - Picame =
A SINGING MOUSE.

When “Pigeon and Pets” was
puhlishcd, 1 wrote the true story of
a Singing Mous2, But as this paper
reached but few of the readers o
the Review, T will add myyarn to
the “Taice ‘Told Tales—

One evening while sitting in my
fibrary, I thought that 1 heavd birds
chirping and singing gweetly, and
as the sounds cene from the divee-
tion of the window, I .\'up;mu-r\ the
birds ta beoutside. For e days
I continued to hear the 1 and
at last decided that bivds were tobe
excluded from the Guestion, as the
sounds appeared to come fiom dif-
ferent parts of the room, and if the
walls had not cars they cettinly
wemed to be possessed of vocal
organs,  There was a mystery and
the first thing to be done was to
examine into my mental condition
to see ita‘beeinmy bonnet” would
not account-for the singing. This
point <atisfactorily settled in the
negative, 1 suddenty remembered
that last wintera dancing (iumping)
mouse had paid us 2 visitand would
it not be a proper thing for this
eson'’s programme to include a
singring mouse. ]\L\‘ti'\ll)i\ih“llght
aruek ne the mysterious voeadist
commenced his concert behind a
hot water coil.  Still having faint
foar of the bee in the bonnet theocy
I called one of the servant- tolisten
to the sounds, and shie at onee said
“why that is the nowsel heard mov-
ing whout my room for weeks,” To
my mind this settled  the mousc
theory satisfactorily, but remems
bering that this is the age of hard
facts and being a little curious to
mect the musical prodigy in the
flesh, a “Delusion” trap was placed
in the necighborhood of the coil.
Next day 1 observed that the enter-
prising pussy of our cstablisiment
was also bent on the study of the
singing mouse, her enthusiasm evi-

dently havinga physiologica ruther
than 2 psychel give oo s, ftawas
a very dapgerous situation for the
mouse, but while he avoided Tab-
by's claws he fell a victim to th
serdnetive charms of toasied chidese
Five minutes after the tittle fullow
was caj tured the mystery of the
invis ble singer was sotved, for the
prisoner ran up and dowan the =cabe
in a dclightful mannet, and when
placed in a cage sang frecuently.
T'o all appearances he was nothing
more than a common house meusc.
although wen 1eame tothinkover
the chief points of the common
mouse 1 found them more difficult

to enumerate than those of the
Almond Tumbler.  Mousie sang
carly and late and when devoting

himsclf to song alone, sat on his
hind legs and produced great
variety of sweet notes that could be
heard fifteen to twenty fect away.
The song varied greatly and is difit-
cult of deseription, but it resembled
the twittering and singing of bird=
at a distance more than anything
else 1 can think of.  Anyonc who
has watched ared squirred “winding
up the clack™ can easily imagine
the appearance of the moeuse when
engaged m singing.

Apparently he s o at times for
amusement, and  when frightened
made a mnsical chattering. One
night some on saliowed the prizonet
to escape in the pigeon loft and be
celebrated the event by singing @
merry ditty behind the catm shell
box. Next day my nimble left
assistant capturcd the grey coated
tenor in a handful of votten waol,
and alas! fright or asphyuia (the
doctors could not settle the pointy
finished the vocalists sonix of life.

A friend who sat in the Bibran
one ovening and heard our tittle
prodigy trying overat fow low notes
said that last winter his hearth wl
been invaded by singing mice bt
their tones were high pitched and




