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over, he discovers that ono of the tecth lias
an abscess formed at the apex of ity root,
that it is discharging through the alveolar
process (tho jaw), and that, as is not un-
frequently the case, the ahscess has involved
two or three teeth in the difficulty.  Now
doces it scem possiblo or even Feasomable that
the permanent tecth, the pulps of which are
iy tho jaws at the thue, should exeape infoc-
tion?  In thosc cates which have come un-
der our own immediste observation we have
universally found that where the temporary
tecth have been very much disensed the
ermanens ones have heen suificiently in-
Hluenced to cause them at an curly period to
deeay. This is one of the many reasons
we can give why the teeth of adults decay
at 20 early an aye,

custom of knocking out the \xy wer front teeth
ab the age of puberly, Whis is done by
hoth sexes; .'mr{ dmngh the wnder, teoth,
heing relieved from the attrition of the u&)pcr,
grow long and somewhat hent out, a_ml there-
by canso the under lip to protruds in a most
unsightly way; no young woman thinks her|
self accomplished until sho has got vid of
the upper’ nciors,  This custom gives all
tho Batoka an uncouth old-man-like appear-
ance.  Their Jaugh ia hideous, yet they are
so attached to it that even Scbituane was
unable to eradicate the practice.  Tle isued
orders that none of the children living under
lim should be subjected to the custom by
their parcnty, and disobedience to his man-
dates wag usually punished with severity ;
hut notwithetanding this the children wouid

To operate for children is if over
the most pleasing duty devolving upon the
dental surgeon ; and yot, somehow, parents
are not, ag 2 general rule, willing to com-
pensate him for the trouble ho has heen put
to, or for tho good ho lias done the-tecth,
simply, a3 we suppose,~from what wo Aear,
hecauso *“ they are only the first set.”

Erom what we have said it will be scen
that we placo a high value upon the tom.
porary teeth ag intimately conneeted with
tho happiness of every being, and that they
are worthy of fac more attention than they
usually receive.

{T0 DFr CONTINURD.)

EXTRACTS FROM LIVINGSTON'S
TRAVELS IN AFRICA.

* Thoe zebra, giraffy, eland, and Lukman
have been scen mere skeletons from decay
of their teeth, as well as from disease. 'The
eamivora, too, become diseased and mangy;
Jions beeome lean and perish miserably hy
reason of the deeay of tho teeth.  Wlhen n
Yion becames tao old to catch game, he fre-
«quently takoy to killing goats in the villuges;
a woman or a child happening to go ont at
night falls a pray too; and, as this is his
only source of sabiistence now, ho eontinites
it.  Froia this cireumstance has arisen the
idea that the lion, when he has once tasted
hwman flesh, Toves it better tian any cther.
A man-cater is invariably an old lien; and
when ho overcomes his fear of man so far as
to come to villages for goats, the people re-]
marls, ¢1lis teeth aro wom, he will soon kill
men.'  They at onco acknowledge the ne-
cessity of instant actich, and turn out to kill
him. ® * ¢ The Babimpe tribe knock
out hoth upper and lower front teetl as a
marke of distinetion, * ° *  <The peo-

lo who camo with Sheakonrdo to our hivoune
wd their teeth filed -to a point by way of|
beautifving them, though those which were
Ieft wntouched were aliways the whitest.
Other tribes also adopt this same custom,
and Tivingstone observes, in relation to the
people of Tamba, that * they file their-tecth
to a point, which makes the smile of the
women frightfal, as it reminds one of the
grin of an alligator, & & =~

¢ All the Batoka trihea follow the curious

son who has his teeth i3 considered ugly.

among the Bakaa, and, I beliove, alwo
amongz the Bakwains,

upper lip and gradually enlarging the orifice
appears drawn out heyond the perpendicular

alpect.

mad.”

upper lip. in which they insert a small but-
ton of tn.  The
grees, o ring with an_opening in it heing
attached to the lip, and the ends squeesed
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absorption, and = hole is tho result.

appear in the streets without their incisors,
and no one would confess to the decil.,

“ When quostioned respeeting the orig'n
of this practice, the-Batoka, reply that thelt
ohject-is to be like the oxen, and these who
retain their teeth they consider to rosemble
zobras.  Wiiether thig is the tiuo reason or
not, it is dificult to say; but it is noticcablo
that the vencration fur oxen which prevails
in many tribes should here be associated
with hatred to the vebra, as among the Bak-
wains; that this operation s performed at
the same age that eircumeigion is in other
tribes, and that hero that ceremony is un-
known. .

“The custom i3 so universal that a pert

Tho disparaging remark would he made res
pecting-hoys or girls who still retained their
teeth, * Look at the great teeth I’ Some of
the Makololo give a more facetiony explana-
tion of the custom; they say that tho wife of]
n chief, having in a quarrel bitten her hus.
hand’s hand, he, in revengo, ordered her
front. teeth to be knocked ént, and all the
men in the tribe followed his example ; but
this docs not explain why they afterwards
knocked ont theirown, © o o

“A child who ent the upper front tecth
before the under, was always put to death

® & o

"The wo-
men here are in tho habit of picreing the

until they can insert 2 shell. — The Lip then
£ the nose, and gives them a most ungainly
* ® *  This custom prevails
thronghoeut the country of the Maravi, and
1o one could see it without confessing that
fashion had nover Ied women to 2 frexk 1nore
» © ©

Near Teto, on the Zawbesi yiver, “the
women have enly a small puncture in the

Ferfomlinn is made by de-
gradually together.  Lhe pressure on the

flesk between the ends’of the ring causes its
hild-

LONDOX DENTAL REVICW.

Tuose who feel a decp interest in i
advaneement of Dentad Neience, will
gratified to learn that onr Lnglish brethren,
afler an ably contestod strugale, have at Iy
sweceededd in establishing a” Dental  Ciller,
in Jondon. By the advaitizement of () 1’
institution, we find that six professors «:.
stitute the Faculty.  Dr, W, B. Richardsor
who delivered a valuable couro of Jecture !
(extracts from which have heen published s
some of our magazines,) during the pas
winter, before the College of Dentists, o
cupies a cliair in the institution. 'FThe ol “
lowing, from an able editorial, gives an on’ .|
couraging account of the plensunt siate
feeling hetween the hitherto hostilo parties;
—Zhe Dental Cosmos gor Aug. P

- ¢ Future Prospects.~To thoso who hae’ 5“‘5
taken an interest in the progress of Dents} |/
Dolities, the prospects of the profession a §~
this moment must affard supreme satisfae
tiot.  The year 18539 has brought with a
suceess little :m:icipated, and hopes little |
|
A
¥

hoped for.  Amimosities have boen signally.
«quelled 5 those who differ, agree to differ in
friendship: the tone of owr literatuve has,
undergono  improv t; peronalitics an
well nigh extinguished ; and from the peace
which is thus being established, progress..
liberal, refined, and steady, is the result,
‘It must have heen felt during the Jat»
disputes which have matked the organize
tion of our chaotic hody, that the exertions*!,
made to seeuro such organztion were rather i
for the future than for the passing time, We>'
know that thizhas been felt, and have hean! ’g{
g
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many express the belief that the anxieties +F;
and labors to which they were heing suljoct: *{

ed. were but the bases of an afterstucture, - ¢
which, in their own time, would not appear t
before them.  Without giving way to hopﬁ,’;g
oversanguine, we fecl that the dark side of i‘.:
the picture is not in reality so long tobe ¥}
dreaded. Lo us it seems that the realiza ue
tions of 2 bright and wseful future are=t [
hand, and that thosc young men who ane i
now actually hefore us in our work-roowms, -y

are the coming representatives of a profession "4
such aswe bave not yet scen in any country Zéi
where dentistry is prictised; a profession Rit
educated, liberal, and fraternal.  The event »

which promises moet towards thiy consum-

mation is given out in the establishment of -
the School of Dental Science, now fully ,/
organized and announced.  Nothing eontl -
be more opportune, nothing more beneficial
than this organization.  When, in ofir last.” 3
wo Dbriefly commented on the formation of
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this school, we were not prepared for the .3
fulfillment of the engagement ‘in that com- ;4
pletenass in which we now aceept it,  The
aulvantuges of & complete school, with il -

the aceessories required, aro now  phaced
within the reach ‘of our students.” The

Awmerican Colleges, with theic years of
growih, are not more compreliensive, * ¢ *
“ Mesmwhile, i is an encouraging fact,

ren may bo seen with the ring on the lip,
hut not yet punctared.”
: 9
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that *he-public are ot uninterested spectas -
tors of our progress. amd that public opinion. -3




