18

RELIGIOUS AND LITERARY JOURNAL.,

U1, We remark, that loce is superior to all the
ather groces of the Divine Spirit: it is supertor to
p aphecy, or speaking with tongues. ‘The enjoy-
tent oiy theso raro and supernatural gifts is inferior
to Jove; formany have prophesied in Chiist’s name,
tsed 1n his nume dovo ey wondeiful works, who
will e found destitue of love, and therefore oxclud-
ey the kingdom of heaven. Itis also suporior to
&nopledge, which * vaunisheth away.” Thero may be
as peculative knowledge of roligivn, wheret here is no
gonmne love in the heavt: and kuowledge, in its ut-
most extent, in the present state is only partial; but
when love is perfected, so will bo knowledge—
**When that which is perfect is come, then that
wiuch is in part shall he done away : now I know
in part, but then shall I kpow even as I um knowa.”

‘I'he grace of love is also superior to faith—** Now
ahdeth faith, hope, and love; but the greatest of
theso is love.”  Some ay be ready to ask, Does
not Paul, m this saying, contradict hunself, and
speak a very dufferent doctrino from that taught
other parts of his epistles, where he asserts, that
« without faith it is impo-wiblo to plouse God ;" that
we are saved, justified, and rendered vietorious over
the world, and all enenues through faith 7 There
eaists no contradiction. ‘T'hey are zll graces wrought
w1 the soul by the Divine Spirit, and have each their
appropniate work and value. They also mutually
operate and aid cach other.  Sometimes faith work-
¢t by love, and the heliever is saved by hiope from
dgespondoncey, and auimated to go on in the Chri>-
tian course rejoicing.  But the distinguishing supo-
riority is their durafion. The two fint may be term-
ed carthly, the latter a heavenly grace.  They only
operate upon carth, but this in heaven. The'{ only
operate in time, bu. this iu cternity.  Faith will give
place to enjoyment, and hope to actual posscssion ;
but love will never fail; it wiil never ceasd> to ope-
rate, but will increase in strength aud fervour during
ull the countless revolutions 0? cternity : well then,
may it be said, in the language of tho text, * The
greatest of these is love.”  In exact con.ormity to
the doctrine uow taught in this sermon, our church
declares, that * all chavity or alms done before faith,
and without her heaseuly influence, are not accept-
able to God.”

Having so fully and particularly illustrated the
text, littde is to ve said in calling vpon you to the
aid and sapport of the important design for the bene-
fit of which I now address you. 'T'o you. .utelhgent
and feeling understandings and affections, I have on-
iy to suy, that if you value the preventing the fatal
¢ifects of infectious disonscs—of preventing multi-
tudes of the sick from entering your work-house,—
of shorteung the penod of lin ering disenscs,—-gn-
avhng the poor to return to therr iabours,—afording
aui 1o faymbies who, from the harduess of the times,
are unable to procure medical ail,—and of arresting
the progress of that fatal discase with which the
young are afllicted :—if ihese different objects. T say,
are of importance to individvals and to the ccmmu-
nuty, open your hands, and upon the present occa-
ston give hiberaily to the support of this valuable in-

sutution.
RENARRS.

‘The Bl [ ry, on bebalf of which the
Bishop of thchﬁclé and Coventry, in the above disconrac,
hias so ably and eloguently slcadcd, is wholly supportcd b-
voluntary subscniptions and Conations. By mcans of this
wistitution, 41996 poor persons have been relieved ; of whom
21,515 were admitted under the care of Dr. Pinkark; an
37,451 under the care of Mr. Babington and the late M.
Biaw, including 1,595 ipoculated for the cow-pock.~Five
thousand eight hundred aud fifty-one patients bave been
uttended at &cir own hnbitations. ‘The object of this in-
stntion is to relieve indigent persons who are destituts o
the inoans of otherwise procuring medical and surgieal as-
sistance, when afficted with discase, or requiring the bene-
fit of vaccination.
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But though war is the mest expensive of all the
favourito pursuits of maa, there are various other
ways of spending money, which absorb cnormous
sums compared with which the Religious Charitics
of the day are a trifle! There aro several great
landholders in Britain, and seversl capitalists in its
motropolis, cach of whor bas zn incowe greates than
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that of the British and Foreign Bible Society: and
itis quite moderate to say, that tho suus oxponded
by the rich in luaurious Linving, wad by them end
others in various kids of intemperance and vico, is
one or two hundred tmes greater thun the aggre-
gate of all that is paid to tho Bible Society and to
Missionary Societies, with all their kindred Insti-
tutions.

‘T'o form some judgment of what might bo accom-

lished, in the way of charity, by the people of the

rittsh Islands, let the follow ing views be taken—

1. Let us suppose that the roor oxLY wero to
tako hold of the business of religious charity : but
that they were to do it with tho utmost zcal and
alacrity—with the same spirit as actuarted the poor
widow in the Gospel, whose hberality is commemo-
rated and approved by our Saviour Himself—irith
tho swmo alacrity as enabled the Jews under Nehe-
wial’s direction to complete the wall of the rising
city, the rapid progress of winch undertakiog is sutli-
ctently accounted for, when the sacred histonian says,
Jor the people had a mind to work—sith that pati-
ence which supports men in the pursuit of an object
dear to their hearts and attamablo by their exertions
—and with that just estimate which prefors The
PRARL or GREAT PRick to all other acquisitions.
‘Thero are probably, in the British Islands, not far
from four nulhions of families : of whom, in prosper-
ous thmes, not more than one tenth are paupers.
Let the dividing lino between the rich, the middling,
and the poorer classes be so drawn, as to include
100,000 Families in the fiist class, 500,000 in the
second, 3,000,002 in the thind. Now if these three
millions of fumilics were to appropriate to public
works of beneficence all that could be saved by a-
handoning every vice, how vast would.be the amount
received ! Ifthere were no intemperate drinking,
no gaming, no quarreling, no litigation, noimpurity,
10 idlencss, and all this multitude were industriously
employedin providing for their own wants and then
in earning and saving for the cause of Christ, whe
docs not see, that their united contrsbutions swould
forin an aggregate of many millious!

2. If the 500,000 famihes in milddling circumstan-
ces wore to put forth their full strength in the prose-
cutton of the saine work, the result would be stiil
greater: there are few, who could not give their tens,
and muay could give their hundseds. Itis tobe ro-
membered, that this class of persons contains a
large par} of the moral and intellectual foree of every
counuy: here is enterprise, and here is industry,
which, in the ordinary course of Divino Providence,
will command success.

3. There romain 100,000 families of the rich, pos-
sessing a greater amoant of wealth, than any equal
number of families in any natien upon earth. Here
is the opulent Landholder, whose rents surpass the
revenues of petty States: bere is the great?%nnker,
who lends money to the Crowned Heads of Europe
and the Republican Governments of America : here
is the Merchan., whose shins visit cvery country,
and exchange the commodnties of every climate ;
and here the enterprising Mauufacturer, whose skill
and capital employ the industry of thousands. Every
head of a family in this class could give his hundreds
—~many, their thousands—some, theid tens of thou-
sands. If all the mdividuals of this class were actu-
ated by the ¢nlarged hiberality of Zaccheus, when he
said, the half of my goods 1 give to the poor—if
« they were disposed to comply with the spint of our
Saviour's dircction, selt that ye have and give alms
—if they wero as much alive tv the moral condition
of the world, as tho wealthy man is to the rise of
s.ocks orthe state of the marker—if they took as
much pleasure in aiding sinners to escape from tho
wrathto como and amivo at heaven, as many of
them do in erecting and embellishing country hou-
ses. or making and supperting expensive gardens,
or accumulabing moucy in the funds—in a word, if
it wero their meat aud theis drink to do the will of
their Heaveply Father, nothing could be moro casy
than to furmush resources without a. parallel in tho
history of tho world.

It muy to said that such a state of things, asis
hero suppesed would chiango tho whole faco of hu-
man sociely, and alter many of the pursuits of man.
Truo: 2ad itwould alter thern all fortho bettor. It
would take countless millions of mankina from tri-
fling, frivolous, and vicious pursuits; and employ
them ina course of well-directed, manly, and vigor-

ousindustry : and would make all their labour, in-

stond of boing wasted us much of it now is in vatity
aud folly, beur upon the present cornfort zad future
hopes o{ tho world.  We do not say this rashly ; but

rofess tho fullest confidence in being able to prove
it, whenever the occasicn offers.

Wo have made the preceding caleulations with
reference to Great Britafn, because sho is so highly
favoured, as to givo the principal examples o, .
widely extended and persovering Christian Benefi-
cenco ; but, considering the public burdens restin
on that Nation, it is mucl easicr for the people o
the United States torai.c any moderate sum for re-
ligious charity, say five millions of dollars iu a year,
than for the people of Great Britain to raise tho same
sum. In one sénse, bath are porfoctly’and equally
vasy; that is, if all, who are aglc. were inclined to

ive : in that case, it would be as casy for cither
Nation to raiso such a sum, asitis for a healthy man
to walk or to breathe. But, in another sense, u
rospectable sumn cannot be raised without consider-
able sacrifices of titno, and labour, and influence, on
tho part of the more liberal and public spirited.
Take the matter as it would prove in fact, and the
peoplo of the United Staics are more ablo to take a
vigorous purt in promotiug the moral renavotion of
tho world, than the peoylc of any other country on
which the sun shines. The means of our people
being great and the motives imperative, the path of
duty is plain, Oh thut the Lord would givo a dispo-
sition to walk in it! )

In contrast with this view of the dormant capa-
bility of Christian exertions in a great peeples, we
shall quote the severe and pungent statcrment of
another American Publication. Our American
Brethren aro a caleulating people : the calcuation
here made’inay not bear on our own country with
refevenco to a lamentable and degrading vice so
powerfully 2s on theirs ; butits resultshear too close
a resemblance to our general spirit of comparative
expenditure :—

“ WHAT 3AS 1T ~ost "—After stating some of
the results of Missions, in 2n Address before a Missi-
onary Socioty, the speaker said—

All this is done and Mr. President, what has it
cost 7—Cost, Sir? I am ashamed tosay whatit cost.
Four dellars a picce we pay for our Bill of Intoxica-
tion—1wo dollars for the Benefit of a good Govern-
went—but our Bill for Missionary Operations, inclu-
ding the support of Bible, Tract, Education, Domes-
tic and F[())reign Missionary Societivs, is on an
average one cent! For theruin of our Country, four
dollars!—for tho salvation of the Warld, oue cent !

These calculatious, however, of the neglected
capacity of Christion Nations, so called, to promote
the Cause of the Gospel, will chiefly be of benefit in
rousing to greater eaertions for the diffusion of real
piety a¢ home: for it is on true Christians, living
under the pow erful influence of the Faith, that the
Conversiot of the Nations must, uzder God, depend :
others will still despise the work, or negleet it, or
give it but a precarious or niggardfy support ; but
GENUINE cHRisTIANS will devote it WiLLiNG, IN-
CREASING. and, in due time, ADEQUATY aid.

TOFR BEGINKINGS 01 THIS ENLARGED LIBERALITY
aro already scen. Encouraging ovidences of this
were noticed at pp. 343, 560, and 631 of our last
volumo. The notice.at p. 566 has reference to mu-
nificent assistance lately aflorded to the American
Board of Missions. Tho measure alluded to is con-
sidered by our American Brethren as forming an
iraportant era in Missionary History : we shall,
therofore, close these Introductory Remarks, by
giving a fuller account of it, from the recent publ-
cations of the Board. Besides the Resolutions of
the eightcenth Annual Meeting beforo quoted, we
find the following Minute and Resolution-—

Wheroas tho Committeo havo received pressing
applications, within & fow months past, from liberal
individuals at adistance, proposiog that a plan should
be adopted, by which the resources of the Board, as
was boped, might be suddealy and greatly increased 3
and wheroas similar applications have been mudo
to the Board, during the present session, in hehalf
of the samo individuals and others of like spirit, by
which it appears that there is in the Christian-Com-
munity a disposition to mect the exigoncies of the
Church and the Worid, by coming spantaneously
with large offerings of money to ald in sending the
Gospel to heathoa nations—Therefere, Rcsolv;d,



