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PROSPECTS OF THU CROVS.

The present season commenced in the
States with an unusually et spring, but
there is promise of abuudant crops.

AGRICULTURAIL AND ECOXNOMI-
CAl USES OF SEA WLED.

Our extensive coasts afford abundance
of sex weed, a product of nature which
is not taken advantage of to such an
extent as it might be. The manufacture
of Iodine and of Ielp, if profitable any-
where, might surely be made so on those
shores of Nova Scotia where tishermen
and farmers spend a portion of the season
in absolute idleuess.

The bheneficial use of sea wead as o
manurial application to the svil is well
known in many localities; and where the
soil has been injured by it, the injury has
no doubt resulted from the sea-woed being
applied in the fresh wot state, without any
previous process of composting. In dry,
sandy soils, sea weed acts in two ways:
first, by directly contributing food mate-
rials to the crop, and secondly, by the
hygroscopic action of the mucilaginous
tissues in maintaining a certain degree of
humidity in the arid soil, a result that is
no_doubt aided by the presence of the
sea salt accompanying the weed. The
rvichness of the ash of the comwnon sea-
weed in potash, soda, phosphates and
other materials of plant growth, shows
that it has a high oanurial value. In
Greenland specimens the ash has bheen
found to contain ten per cent of phos-
phates. The proportion of water in the
recent weed is <o large that it cannot he
profitably carried to great distances.—
This ought to render its employment on
sea shore farms all the more extensive.

When in Cape Breton, weo were shown
some fields that had heen renderad nearly
sterile by the vse of sea weed. At first
it yiclds great crops. but afterwards the
Jand be omes barren.  How is this to be
accounted for? It may be in two ways,
both resulting from an error committed
in the mode of applying the weed. Itis
well known that whilst salt. in small
quantity, is beneficial to most soils, an
increase in the quantity proves aetrimen-
tal to the crops.  When fresh «ea weed,
dripping wi*™ sea water. is applied to the
land, of course a large quantity of salt is
carried with it, and the sandy soil. espe-
cially if subject to occasional inundation
from the sea, probably contains enough

-already. 1t islikewise well known that
oily and wucilaginous matter applied to
the soil in too great quantities acts in-
juriously upon vegetation, probably by
impeding absorption by the plant’s
tissues, in the same way as they impede
the passage of fluids through filter papers.
Is there any romedy. or rather, is.there

any mode of avoiding these ovils? The
modo is indeed quite simple. By allow-
ing the sea weed to lieon the beach to be
to be washed by a few showers of rain,
then dried, much of the salt will be re-
moved. But a much more eflectnnl
plan, and one snited for rendering the
mucilaginons matter non-injurious, is to
compost the sea weed.  After preliminary
washing and drying in the way indicated,
let a compost heap be formed, one layer
of' suil, one of sea weed, one of plaster in
powder, (where obtainable), and so on,
repeating the layers of soil, weed and plas-
ter, until the compost heap is finished.
Stable manure mixed with it wonld be a
great improvement.  Such a compost
heap, after lying for a few months will
afford valuable manure that can do no
« harm to any soil, but will yicld an abun-
dant and healthy crop wherever it is ap-
plied. TFor cabbages it is a *special”
manure, but turnips and all other crops
are benefitted nearly as much.

We have been led to offer & few re-
marks on this subject at the present time,
partly on account of the contlicting opin-
ions expressed by farmers in Nova beotia
as to the value of sea weed as a manure,
and partly because the subject is gaining
increased attention in other countries, A
communication has just reached us from
Dr. Ledolis, a distingmished French na-
turalist, in which he states that the In-
perial Society of Natural Scicnces of
Cherbourg ofters & Gold Medal, of the
value of 300 francs, for the best Memoir
on Sea Weed, considered both as regards
its agricultural uses and employment in
the Arts.  The Society will award silver
medals to the authors of Memoirs, who,
without completely resvlving the ques-
tions proposed, nevertheless afford infor-
mation sufitciently useful to merit the
distinction. The Society reserves the
right of publishing the memoirs entire,
or extracts from them.  ‘The memoirs are
to be written in Irench, Latin or Iuglish,
and are to be sent prior to Ist July, 1868,
to M. le Dr. A. Le Jolis, Rue do la
Duchee, 29, a Cherbourg (France). The
chief points to which attention is called,
are, the proper time for collecting the sea
weed from the rocks, so as to favor their
production, and, at the same time, meet
l:ns far as possible, agricuftural wants,

whether it should be collected twice or
only once a year; whether it should be
torn from the rocks. or cut, &ce.3 the means
of reconciling, as far as possible, the ve-
quirementsof the agricultursits with those
of the manufacturers of iodine and of
kelp; the best mode of increasing the
manurial effect of sea weed: the employ-
ment of amixture of lixiviated soda ashes
with the fresh seaweed; methods of com-
posting or maceration necessary to com-
; bine the valuable mineral matters contain-
"ed in the residue with the organic
! substances required- for vegetable uutri-

tion. Tt will be scen from theso hinta
that the subject is an extensive one, and
that the Cherb g Society is desirous of
having it treated in a thoroughly practical
nuanner, -

CANADIAN AGRICULTU-
RATL FAIR.

THE

This great exhibition will bo held
during the week commencing 18th Sept.
next.  Entries of stock must bo made
prior to 12th August; grain, roots, &e.,
prior to 26th August; and horticultural
produce up to the 9th September,  Tho
Judges will commence their dutics on
‘Tuesday, the 19th, and visitors will be
admitted to the grounds only. "The exhi-
bition building will he open to visitors on
Wednesday morning,  The plonghin
match will take place in the ncighborhoog
of London, on Tuesday. In the men's
class, the first prize will be a clover ma-
chine, offered by the late Mr. Joseph
“1Iall, of Oshawa, and valued at $300; and
besides this there will be other six prizes
of an aggregate value of nearly $250. In
the boys’ class, the fivst prize will be $100,
subseribed by the citizens of London and
the farmers of dMiddlesex, and there will
be other six prizes of an aggregate value
of about $120. The Canada Company
will give, as in many former years, a prize
of $100 for the Dbest 25 bushels of fall
wheat, the producc of Canada West, being
the growth of the year 1865 ; also, a prizo
of §21 for the best 112 1bs. flax, scutched.
The Prince of Wales prize of $60 will be
given for the best bull of any age or breed.

Everything promises well for a most
successful exhibition.

AMENDMENT OI' AGRICULTU-
RAL ACT.

We are sorry to find that some of the
Seeretaries of Societies have not read,
with suflicient care, the amendment of tho
Agricultural Act printed on the first page
of the June number of the Journal. a%t
is not too late to do so now.

Brrrereniss.—There have been great
swarms of butterflics during the last few
davs on the railway track between Four
Mile House und the Prince’s Lodge.—
They seem to be attracted by the purple
flowers of Centauree nigra, an English
plant which abounds on the-railway em-
bankments.

Skunks have this season become very
common in the pavish of Sackville, and
have proved troublesome and destructive
t in the poultry vards. .-



