
TAJ.KS ABOUT BOO0KS. 375

111a11 is ini dead earniest. Thle key to tlhe littie book is titis - I'Tnst itely 1
read in a weli-known tîcologrical work, [bat the priesthiood is of 'super-
cuinent iimplortanice.1 Ido not, belicve il.- Then lie goes on to show that;
the proplietie mission of! Chirist is of greater inmportance, and i thlink hie is
riglît. ThotuSands of peopie xvant to be avdby Christ as a priest Who wvi1t
not talze the trouble to listen to iîn als «t propiiel. Tiîey are very eager to
1)0 sp)rinklled with the bWood that cleaivzeth froîin ail sin, but are imîpatienît of!
the teacliuig thiat teils whiat God is aîîd %vbat they oughît to eo 'IThe priest-
lîood is îlot .1bnliqshed becauise f lie proplietic, funictioti contes first ; on the

Cut rary, if. becoînos more rational and t.oîpreîîsible. I t is a go od tlîing
that au earnest evangelical likoe Mr. Murray w rote thiese 'vords, aind lot as
carîîest, and pions a inan bult under suspicion of liîterodoxy, for, ini the lat-
ter case, they -woid liave been set down as rankz heresy. Chirist's Iiirst atti-
ù:d'te towards mankind wsndis that of! a reveaier of Mlie Godhoadw. Ti'erc-

ftrcorne reconciliation and the Iingship).

'rie transition to Vailîna Let.ters is gyreat, as thecy con tain hiardiy a decent
rag of thocologry. They arc letters written 1y Riobert Louis Stevenson to lie,
friend Sidney Colvini, froin luis estate of Vailimia in Samnoa, betweeuî No-.
1890 and Oct. 1894, 'rie bookz continiing theni lias 266 pages ani two
illustrations. and is pubbhshied ini the Colonial Ijii)rary of- Methutenl & CO., of
ILondon. Mr. Colviin seenis to liave been a warmi and exceedingiy uiseful
friend of Stevenson's, standing between hit and bis 1)ublisiiers, aidinug lii
witht advice andi criticisîn, and perforining iiany aniother iiy office. Th'le
letters are painfiiliy interestincr Tliey tell of a sick mnan, lhaiE the tinue
wvitlî sickz friends about, hmii, struging Witiî uvild native growtlh on lus
estate, as thxe Taiker doos in fthe sin mier tînxe, gettiîng chironically soakzed
vvithi beavy Samoan shiowers, w'riting stories aifd pois, essaj's and sketches,
leariiix Saioan, grovernling blis strange hiousclhoid, ani worizugc liard to

ensuire peace -,.id prosperitv iin tus ishmnd biorne. It was, to say the least, a
foolishi thing of hinm [o scandalize [he religions peole of Saiiioa by iiiaugui-
ratingy a ip~er cbase on horsebackr on the Sabbath, andi lie did niany mnore
unconventional thîngsy., with a Blohemiau r-ecklessniess that, mon of gen lus
somietinues tllow theineves and whviiehi sinîîg îxeiocrity itever forgives. But
thec natives lot'ed Iiihîx, and lie inspired aIl 'who knecw ini uith centlitusiaý;ii.
Whiat Iiis creed Nvas docs uxot appear ini the letters, but lie loved God and
Christ and lis fcll)wmueni, 'vas the frieuid of t'le uxsioa ies îd ihl faill-
ily worshîipii l is hîousebiol. There arc profane expressionis n soile of his
epfistles, but they bclong to tlic regînl of litcraryv profaiiity, and are Iore

il Inoeuii11s.thiau pions epitliets tlo-wilig fronît Saintly liens dippedl in "Il. 'Tlle
Vathuta letters are sui f1cneri.s, ike thoir great, aîîtIor.


