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TALKS ABOUT BOOKS. .

The last talk of last session began with reviews of four
books sent by the Fleming II. Revell Company: the first of
this series commences with notices of two volumes from the
ame firm.  The author of each is Dr. Alexander Whyte, of
TFree St. George’s, Edinburgh.  “Father John of the Greek
C'hureh, an Appreciation,” is a neat duodecimo of 83 pages,
the price of which is 75 eents.  Dr. Whyte is well known as
a lover of the devout people of all ages ealled Mystics, the
German Behmen, the English Law, the Scottish Rutherford,
the Spanish Santa Teresa, and now the Russian Father John,
of Cronstadt. Tather John is an arch-pricst of the Greck
Chureh, born in Archangel in 1829, known in some way or
other to everybody in Russia, from the Czar to the humblest
peasant, and to thousands in other European countries. IHe
is known as a preacher, a man sighiy in prayer, a son of con-
solation, a guide to inquirers, a Christian philanthropist, and
even as a worker of niiracles of healing. After a brief dis-
sertation on, the Greek Church, its service, and its ageney in
spreading abroad the Seriptures, Dr. Whyte gives a biograph-
ical sketeb. of his subjeet and a portraiture of the man at work,
followed by selected passages from John Sergieff’s (for that
is his name) book, entitled “My Life in Christ.” Comenda-
tion is too poor a word to express onc’s active appreciation
of the generous catholie spirit that lcads a man of Dr. Whyte’s
acknowledged ability a1 1 high Christian reputation to put
himself in the background, in order that God’s saints, of dif-
ferent ages, lands and communions, may be allowed to speak
to his large literary clientelage. Tis work in the present
case is an appreciation, as he himself calls it, not a eriticism.
There are people who cannot put pen to paper nor open their
months in public without having a fling at something or




