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PLEABANT HOURS.

Marguorites.
AY HALIEL k. MOORRE

are flovere aume Uright. and
bLluoms tuore rare
Thau the llscom marguerite,
I where wil you find a flower more
fulr

Or one mure modestiy sweet ?

01 thelr slender stems the white disks
Ulnw
In a swoet. contented way,
As {f {t werv Dleasure Indeed to grow
And blossom from day to day.

in field or an lawn, It matters oot,
They bloom in beauty the same.

Nor trotble about the sofl or apot,
Or whotbor thoy're wianing a name

IZach margucrite as its leaves unfold,
{mprisons a sunbeam bright,

\nd there In its heart, ke & bit of gold,
It glittars day and night.

Ah, ministry hidden, tender and sweet,
In tho potals of dalsies falr,
There are souls who need thelr lesson
replote,
With his gracious love and care.

Theros a natural suo for the daisles
bright,
But a Sun divine for you;
1ho dnistes” sun goes out at night,
But yours shines always true

And whethor you llve to be great or not,
Or over are known to fame,

Lot quiet contentment Lo your lot,
Hig love I8 over the same.

sin, and a new life in the sight of God
by having the 8pirit of God work a diract
change In hig character.

¢.  Flesh ' denotes the outward, ma-
teria! part of man. “ 8pirit” denotes
that part of man's nature which is mnost
Iiko God.

7. ** Marvel not “—Wonder not. *“ Yo'
~Even ye, the Wise Men and Pharlgees

8. * Canet not tell whence "—Just where
it comes from, and just how far Its forces
will extend, the most advanced sclenco
cannot tell, ‘8o is every ono'"—Such

is the caso of overy one. We can feel
Qod, though we are unable to comprehend
him.

9. " How can theso thlpgs be''—How
ia this new birth to be had, what Is the
cause, and where may it be found ?

10. " Art thou a master"—A teacher,
which s tho old sonse of the word, re-
tained by us In *schoolmaster’ and
“ master of arts.”

11, “Woe . . we . . wo'—The am-
bassadors of God give thelr “ personal
oxperience.”

13 “The Son of man"—A term used
In the Old Testnment, which Jesus was
fond of applying to himself  *In hea-
ven “—In spiritual conditfons.

14. “ Must'*—The atoning sacrifice of
Christ was a necessity. * Bo lifted up”
—Nicodemus probably did not at once
undersiand that this was a prophecy of
the death ot Ch-ist.

16. “ Whosoover “—Nicodemus would
have satd, ** What Jew goaver.”
16. * Everlasting )ife ""—Eternal life;

the life ot the soul.

17. “Not . . ., to condema"—This

One ray of the heavenly light,
And your life, an the dafsy. will glow and
shine,
In darkness as well as light.

uoen your heart to the Sun divine, ‘

—————

LESSON NOTES.

FIRST QUARTER.
STyUDIES IN AR LIFE OF JESUS.

LESSON Vi -FEBRUARY 11}
JESUS AND NICODEMUS.
Juhn 3. 1-18. Memory vorses, 14-17.
GOLDEN TBXT.

For God so loved the world, that he
s@ve his only Legotten Son, that whoso-
«ver belleveth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting lite.—John 8. 16.

OUTLINB.
1. Man's Great Need, v. 1-12.
2. God's Great Gift, v. 13-18.
Timo.—A.D. 27, possibly May.
Place.—Jerusalem, ’

LBSSON HBLPS. !

1 A ruler”—A member of the San-
bedrin, a body which consisted of priests,
rabbis, and * elders.”

2 * By night*

Perhaps for fear of the

Jews, perhaps to avoid fnterruption.
* Rabbi " —Afastoer.  * Miracles "~These
wero fntended to be. as Nicedemus re-
garded themw evidevces of the divine mis-
sfon of Jesus.

8, * Jesus answered "— Answered Nico-
demus’ thought  ** Bern agsio "—An en-
tircly new Iife must degin in him. “The
kingdom of Qod *—Nicodemus though:
he was a citizen of that kingdom by right
of birtu. Jesus tells him that to be
God's helr ho must hgve a kigher birth-
¢Ight than any that Abraham could give.

4. Nicedemus’ question indicates won-
der and pearhaps incredulity.

5. " Verily, verily "—A term used by
our Lord for emphasis. “ Barn of water
and of the Spirit "—A man must begin a
pow 1ife in the sight of others by pub.
Ucly acknowledging and confessing bis

How hzas God shown his love ?

What commends this love to us ? Rom.
b 8

What was the purpose of this gift ?
See 1 John 4. 14,

What will follow the refection of
Christ?

PRACTICAL TEAC!{ING.S.

Where in this lesscx aro we taught—

1. The meaning of miracles ?

2. The need of being born again ?

3. The blessednoess of being born again?

Our father in heaven loves
Seo on the blackboard
this picture of a globe. We will write
‘“God so loved” upon {t. How much
did he love? Oh, it was “zo' much
that he gave Jesus to dlo for all. Hea-
ven I3 large enough and tho welcome is
large enough for the whole world, for
every living porson {o come fn.

God’s lova.
the whole world.

JESUS AND XICODEMUS,

teachec not that siuners are not con-
demned by the Lord, but that the pur-
pose of Christ's coming was their sal-

vatlon,
HOME RBADINGS.

M. Jesus and Nicodemus.—John 3. 1-10.
Tu. Jesus and Nicodemus.~—John 3. 11-21
W. The brazen serpent.—Num. 21. 4-9.
Th. A new creature.—2 Cor. 5. 14-21.

F. The new life.—~Rom. 6. 1.11.

S. In the Spirit-—Rom. 8. 1-14.

Su. Wondrous love—Rom. §. 1-11.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1 Man's Great Need, v. 1-12.

What visitor came to Jesus by night ?
. To ?whnt Jewish gect did Nicodemus be-
(3,4

What did he say he kunew ¢

Upon what did he base this opinion ?

How only can one see the kingdom of
God ?

What change octurs in this new birth ?
2 Cor. §. 17,

What two questions did Nlcodemus
ask ?

How did Jesus explaln the new birth ?

What difference is there betwecn na-
tural and spiritual birth ?

What should not cause serprise ?

What do we knuw about the wind ?

What do we not know about it ?

What §s this mystery like ?

What then did Nicodemus ask ¢

How aid Jesus question him in turn ?

What Qir be ssy of his own testimony ?

To what greater mystery did he refer ?
2. God's Grea? Gift, v. 13-18,

Who alono can testify of heavenly

things 7
aid Jeaug

‘Wh?at symbol of his death
Bive
Whit does faith n him secure 1

LITTLE BOB ST00D THR TEST.

The “blue line” strest car stopped at
the.corner, says a writer in The Youth’s
Companion, #nd an anxlous young wo-
man put a.small boy {oside,

“ Now, Bob,” she said, as gshe hurried
out to the platform again, ¢ don’t lose
that note I gave you; don't teke it out
of your pecket at _all” :

“No'm,” sald the little man, looking
wisttully after his mother as the condue-
tor pulled the shap, the driver unscrewed
his brake, and the ucrses, shaking thefr
bells, trotted off with the car,

“What's your name, Bub ?” asked a
mischievons looking young man sitting
beside him.

“ Robert Cullen Deems,” he answered
politely.

“ Where are you- golng 7

“To my grandma’s.”

The lcok of lnnocent surprise in the
round face ought "to have shamed the
boy’s tormentos, but he only said agalp,
“Let me see It.”

“J tan't,” sal* Robert Cullen Deems,

“See here, it you don't, 1’1l scare the
horses and make them run away.”

The little boy cast an apprehensive look
at the belled horges, bat shool his head.

“ Here, Bab, I'I1 give you this pesch it
you'll pull that note halt way out of your
pucket.”

The boy did not reply, but some of the
older people looked angry.

“1 say, chum, I'll givé you this whole
bag of peaches, it you will just show me
the corner of your note," sald the tempter.

The chiid turned away, as it he did not
wish to hear any more, but the young
mAan opened the bag and held it cut just
whers he ¢conld-see and smel] the Juscious
fralt, A 100k of dlatress catne Inlc the

sweat little face; I balieve Bob was afrald:

to trust himself, and when a man left his
scat on the otlier alde to get off the car,
the littie boy slid quickly down, laft thé
temptation behind, and climbed into the
vacant placo. ’

A pair of pretully gloved hands began
almost unconsciously to clap, and then
overybody clapped and applauded until it
might have alarmed Bob, it a young lady
sitting by had not slippad ber arm around
bim and satd, with a sweet glow on her
faco—

“Toll your mamma that we &ll con-
gratulate her upon having a little man
strong enough to resist temptation and
wise enough to run away from it.”

I doubt if that long, hard message ever
reached Bob‘’s’mother; but no matter, the
noto got to his grandmother without ever
coming out of his packet.—Presbyterian.

An Irishman who was out of work
went on hoard a vessel that was {n the
harbour and asked the captatn {f he could
find bim work on the snlp, “ Wel,”»
said the captain, at the same time hand-
ing the Irishman a plece of rope, * if you
can find three ends to that plece of ropa,
you shall have some work.,” The Irish-
man got hold ot the end of tho rope, and,
showiug it to the captaln, said, “ That's
ono end, your honor Then he took
held of the other end, and, skowing it
to the captain as before, sald, * And
that's two ends, your honor.* ‘Then,
taking hold of both onds of the rope, he
threw {t overboard, saying, * And, faith,
there's another end to {i, your homor,”
He was immediately engaged.

“Did you divide your bonbons with
your little brother, Mollis 1 *' Yes, ma.
I ate the candy and gave him the
mottoes; you know uie is awrully fond of
reading.” -

Bible Stoties

.- BOOKS FOR THE YOUNG. . -

014 Testament Siories, The Red
Nursery Series, By Rev. Robert Tuck,
B.A.  With illuatrations by W. ¥,
Webb, Horace Petherick, W. B. Stacey
and others. Price, 35¢,

New Testament Stories, -The Red
Nnm%v.&da. By E. A. Macdon-
ald. ith numerous fllustrations,
Price, 35¢,

Bible Storiesin Sim le Language.,
For little children. leth numesrous
illustrations, Iluminated board oovers,
Price, 35¢. )

The Life of Cur Lord. in Simple

age, _For little ochildren,
Fully illustrated, ted- board
covers. Price, $¥¢. :

Bible Stories for Children,-and a
short "“‘”Z of Christianity after the-

¢ Apoatl. By Iady
ith fllustra.

tionk,  Cloth, p
A Jife of Christ forwtho

Ry Goor&;nlln n author of
““Great Traths Simply Told.” Cloth,
price, 60c¢, ’ ;

Life of St. Paal for the Young:

" By Ludiogten Weed. Cl:tf,
price, 6

A Child's Story of the Bible. With.
72 illustrations. Cloth, price, $5¢,

A Child's Life of Christ, With 49
{lluatrations, TCloth, price, 3¢, .

Bible Stories Without Nanes., 3y
ﬂx:;- Rev. Harry Bmith, MLA. Cloth,
price,

Bible Boys and Girls. How they
looked, where they lived, axd whas

they did. By Calvin Dill Wilson sand

James Enapp Reave. Hiuvstrated by

g;oé'%o‘ Foiter Bames. Cloth, price,

Young.

Young ¥olk's Bible Mistory. B
g'%ftzlim M. Yonge. ~ Clotb,ypﬁoo{ :

The Story-of the Gos, and Scenes
in Bible Lands. By Charles Fostar,
275 illustrations, = Cloth, quarto, -
price, $1.25. .

The Story of the Rible frem
songsitto Berchaion, 1ol
sim; e. sxles SN
Adappted tgnﬁ ,ybnt especialiy-to

the yov.nlg. 113 llustrations, N

pﬁN, $1,30. ‘ :

Bible Stories. New Testament.
(Mzdern Reader's Bible), Edited, with

an introduction and notes. By Richard.

G. Moulton, M,A., PhD -
price, 50c. - .
AANAAANCAANAA,
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Methodiat Book a0d Fublishing Homann . .
Toronvo. .
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