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“hat of the diy, commentators whoee
mwmreuuo%, rejects, One great use
of consult mentators ia this, that all
minde sre to error, but not equnlg
to the same Thus, the ray of tru

" 18 refract; rs throogh the dusky

same caunq for Jix wining the trathe
of the Bible th od indidm,
as for othar men ! his understanding is na-
turally as dark, and ns heart aa corrupt, as

modn ut different

N my an oligé gg;a.
L’;&t‘uiﬁuf:e of nﬁ?ﬁfAﬂwloﬁ

as ho cannat himself determine whether the
way an.-which ha is conducted is the ri,b!
onc, his confidence is nothing bup a blind
faith, which muast induce him to follow in.
differently the s‘oood or tho bad guide, to
roceive ux 1rue the mowt brtoneous Intemee.
tations, as well as the most correct. For

f man ;

minds have
can so adju
defects of our
hold correctly the distant dbjects which
revelation discovers, and Jorm a correct
outline of the remote, though rapidly ap.

proaclivg realities of cternity.
‘ unite with all good men, we must
Join

standing ; and for this we need the Spirit
of life and Juve fo be poured out abundantly
upon us. None are so richly furnished
with Christan gifia and graces ss to be
able to stand alone, and unconnected with
others, without much loes both to their use-
fulness, and to their advancement in the

fractive powers : we:study ia requisito.
as to coumervasl the|contont himself with this, he may epure
poculiar vision, and be-|lumeelf the labour of interpretation alto-

them in heart as well as unier. !

this purpose, it is plain that no particular
If 8 man 1e willing to

gether.  Hence, then, it is wost clearly
ovident, t%& very different design from
this must roposed, and this can be none
other than one already stated. In pursuing
tho study of hermeneutics, the only de~ign
which can, with any appearance of reason,
be aimed at, is, to learn how to interprot
for ane’s_self, and to form & judgment, on
suro fundamental principles, reapecting the
conclusions, which the interpretation of
others has deduced from the Bible. In
reference to this design, and only to this,
must the method also be determined, by

spiritosl life. The Holy Spirit does not
worely xmgart his gifts to
men; he divides them severally
ho will; and it is on{{

cise of these divide

1t can be individually appropriated.  With-j
out the teaching of the Spirit, not only will
Christian gifts languish, because cultivated
n the case of eacg

of the tr
moonlisht view of it. Distinet it may be
1 its dark outlines, but not represented !
all ite diversity and life, unless the Divine
Teacher, who first discovered it to the
mind, keep up its fading impression on the
soul, by continually renewing it; and,
brooding over the ruins of our nature, as
ovor the chaos of a former world, bring
back all into order, and separate the light
of truth from that darkness, which, in the
mind of man, is so continually mungling
with it—J. Douglas, Esq.

Bibliral Fiteratnre.

OBJECT OF MERMENEUTICS, AND MODE OF
ATTAINIRG IT*

We shall now subjoin some observa-
tons on the wethod by which we may.!
with the most facthty acd success, not
only cosn nd the principles of } -
neutics, but also apply them willﬁo
degree of readiness. These observi¥ibns
may be reduced to a small compass.
For, on the one hand, in this subject all
depends siwply on the correct determina-
tion of the objecy propesed by any one 1n
the study of hermencutics, from wiuch the
observations then flow of themselves; and,
ou the othier, after what Las already been
stated, it can hardly be further necessary,
o recommend it or any particular grounds.

Now, with respe that object, st may
certamnly be presu that the principal
aus of every one who applies himself tothe
study of hermeneutics must be this: to
place lumself, by means of this knowled%)c,’

¥

an such a situation, xs will enable hum,

the aid of corroct principles, to explain the
Dible for uwself, and with lus own eyesto
discover its contents ; aud further, to apply
hig knowledge as a test of the mterpreta-
tions of others, thereby forming a judg.
ment respecting the results to wiich they!
have arnved.  We may safely suppose,|
that every man, who s clearly conscious of!
any designt on this subject, will have this'
two-fold view; at least, 1t is easy 0 show,
that one of thess olyects cannot be possess-
«od without the other, and that & this
design, or nonc that is reasonable, must be
contemplated.

For one, who contents himself with
querely hearing an exposition of what the
Bible contains, it 18 not of very Freat im-
portance, at least m a principal respect,
what the interpretation 1. hether he

-
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e cinldren of {under consideraticn.

to whom!  If this point be aduwitted, the neceesity of
by the umited exer-ithe following conditions, and the propriety
gifts, that all the!of the directions resulting from them, for
mighty advantages to be derived from them ! the study of interprotation, will strike every
can be reaped. 1t ix a harvest which must!
bo collected for the public benefit, before!

individual only by hun-i he has collected sufficient phitological know-
sclf, and for himself, but the clearest un-{ledge of the lauguages of our sacred writers,
dcratamling}.] even when put In possession|from the sources before adduced, and in the
uth, will retain but a cold andimethod alrcady laid down.

|showa in this work, that philological ac.

which we eliould be guided in the subject

one of themselves.

The first condition is this: no one should
venture to begin interpreting for himself, or
even to suppose that he has acquired the
ability necessary for such a task, before

It bas been

quantance with language is the firei and
most necessary aid and instrument in inter-
preting; and, as it is a self evident truth,
that no man can explain a book while he is
unacquainted with the language in which it
was written, this at any rate need not be
further developed, although it may be
the more neccssary to take some notice
here of the very abeurd method which is
too often pursued in studies of this nature.

The usual wanner in our universities is,
to begin with hearing exegetical lectures,
before the student has acquired grammat:-
cal knuwledge enough to enable him to un.
derstand even the words »of tho original
text; and, in fact, not a few, who are ear-
nest in pursuing a thorough course of study,
begin in this way for the very purpose of
learning biblical philology, and of becom-
ing acquainted with the language of scrip-
ture,

A part of this object they may also, in
sawe degree, secure w this way. Ininter-
preting before aclass, every professor must
of course point out the sigmfications of the
words, the characteristica of his author's
language, the peculiarities of Ius style and

rammar. Allof thig 2 student may appre.

end, observe, aud at all events note down,
aud thus he may collect a cousiderable num-
Ler of fragments of bibhical philelogy of no
little use. But, in most cases of this %ind,
what can a 1nan do with such fragmests!?
Not to urge that they are nothing but frag-

come acquainted with the peinciples of her-
meneutics,- with those gencral yules which
sound underslanding prescribes, and those
means of asdistance and invention which
Jogie must supply. In fact, the knowled

of theve i now indiapensablys “but this
knowledge msy be procured iu more ways
than one, and it is by no means a matter
of indifference which of them ahall be sc.
lected.

These principles and rules can be readily
enough found in the best directions for her.
meneutics which are mnost acceemble. Nei-
ther are these principles so numerous as to
require any great trouble to extract thom
from these directions, or any great effort
to retain them jn memory; wuch less are
they so abatract, as to demand particular
aculeness or deep thought, in order to po-
netrate into the grounds of them, and thus
become convinced of their truth. If we
proceed on this direct course, we certainly
arsive quickly and easil{] enough at an ac-
quaintance with them; but still considera.
ble advantages appear to be possessed by
another, which, although it does not eo
promptly lead to the same result, accom.
plishes the abject with equal certainty.

We may aurselves draw these rules and
principles of herineneutics even from ex-
amples wherein they are applied, and there-
by sccure the advantage of making our-
sclves acquainted at the same time with the
pnnciples themselves, and with the man-
ner, with the benefits, with the talent of
applying them; and thus wo shall the
soongr acquire a readiness m this matter.
Yet 1t 13 probable that both of these methods
may be connected without inconvemence,
and this would undoubtedly be the most
useful course. At all events, there would
certaialy be no loss of tume, if a student,
preparatory to i first exegetical course,
should apply hunself for scme days to the
Interpras of Ernesty, in order to obtawn from
1t the rules wiich should guide bum in inter-
preting. A few days only would be quite
sufficient for this purpose. Let lum then
be shown by an instructor—not bow there
rules can be applied—but their actual ap-
plication in mterpreting, and by the inter.
pretation of the senptures let them as it
were be brought before him : in other words,
let him attend to a course of nstruction ac-
cording to these rules, and thus learn the
art of applying them from the procedure of
us interpreter.

That he ought not in this stage to venture
Inmself to make the application, and imme-
diately to exercise himself in interpreting,
i2 100 plain to need proof: for 1n the first
effort 1t will certainly be found that this re-
quires some experience, which can only be
gradually obtained by attentive observation
of the endeavours of others. But this ob-
servation iz undoubtedly made with the
most effect, by aitending a course of inter-
pretation, and listening to the oral wnstruc-
tion of 2 teacher. It may indeed be drawn
also from any commentary on the Bible, or
on some separate book. We need onlyask
ourselves, 1 regard to any interpreted pas-
sage, why the commentator has explained
it in this way and not 1 anotber ~nd we

ments,—that for the most part they suppose

cessary grammatical principles of the lan-
guage to have been already made,—that no
teacher, in an exegetical coliegate course,
can enter into these,~that what he draws
from higher philology can be of .0 use 'toi
those who are not conversant in the ele-;

these scattered philological notices, ast

mustbe given in the lecture of an nstruc-
tor, in reference to their sources, their rea-
sons, and objects, so as to be able to apply

m fact, what is equivalant o a formal re-
nunciation of any purpose of internroting
for himself.

It is therefore absolutely necessary, to
bring to the study of hermeneutics 2 know-
ledge of the first principles, at least, of the
grammar of the sacred ﬁmguxges. For this
study can teach us nothing more than how
to ascertain the sense of scripture by the
assistance of that knowledge of its Jan.

It can only show us, how we muat
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t certath whether the interpretation iy
2

an acquaintance with the first and most ne-{the rule by which be was

wents of grammar;—lo set aside all tlus.ithe true sense of 2 passage interpreted ac-
who can expect immediately to seize ugon‘cording to there rules: we perceive, with
2

them himself with safety ?  If a man canuot | with these, many practical advantages, an
do this, or does not desire to do it, he does, jin

ahall not only, m general, easily ascertain
verned, but
also be 1n a situation to perceive the parti-
cular manner 1o which he applied it. Bat
s the oral lecture of an instructor; we see
as it were tlus very application; we can
observe the proper mise of the mterpreta-
tion, the gradual growth and formation of

clearer spprehension, how the whole busi-
ness can be conducted, how much foredight
may be directed to 1t, where it may be ab-
breviated or lightened ; we learn also, alon

in this way we certainly shall approach
nearer to the object in view in s shortspace
of time, than we could poesibly do in a
!onﬁer period, spent in pursuing a course of
study entirely private.

‘The benefit of exegotical Jectures is, in
this view of the subject, strictly and une-
quivocally determined; hut, even ju thia
view, is it not also very evident bhow, and
fost'e:lvha; purpoec, they can and ought to be

e

be!njm;ch collegiate courses, {:gmﬂ& m
Xlat, 1y to fexmn'w

TS e Ay

to’ nligcs Bow ne Yt ' Th~othe

. In the most trying period of
o tiwe, from 1%”1@0.

ey . taine, but ra.

or thidWA10 ASCERTLIN JIOW WK NAY BE
ABLE OURSELVES TO DISCOVERITS CONTENTS.
Woa must therefore p? mote attention to
the teacher’s method of interpretation than
to his interpretation itself, more to the man.
ner than to the resufts of his exegesis, more
10 the ressons from which ha shows-the
true sense of a passage of scripture, than
to that sence itsell which he shows as the
true one,

The ground of this mﬁ bo seen in that
design which a man should have in the study
of hermenautics, and which alone cen pro-
perly be called reasonable.  But, in order
to attain this object, it is not necessary to
attend lectures on the whole Bible and all
its separate books; it can very well be at.
tained by hiearing a course of instructionon
some. It nay indeed, notwithstanding
thie, be requisite to attend particular expo.
sitions of some booksof the Old Testament
and of some of the New; and in peculiar
circumstances, and with certain objects in
view, it may also be very useful, if oppor.
tunity offer, to hear more than one jnter-
preter on the same book. The tyro in her.
mencutics duripg this period, or in this
term of his course, cau derive little or no
advantage from what are cailed Cursoria,
or brief cutlinves. Undoubtedly they may
be uscful in a variety of respects, and the
more certainly if the whole Bible is gone
through with them ; but their utility is con.
fined to those who are prepared for them
by other means, aud who have apgoached
the.close of the third term, which they have
to pass through.

After the student has acquired, in the
propesed way, some clear ideas respecting
the practical apphcation of the principles of
herneneutics, then, mn the third and last
place, it is time for hum to begin to exer-
cise himself snterpreting; for which no
particulardirections are now necessary. In
order the sooner to acquire a readiness amd
a confidence in this matter, it ia perhaps of
chiel importance, to undertake it at firstra.
ther slowly, tu 2dopt nothing without being
able to give one's gelf «2 nccurate account
of the reasons which have led (o its adop-
tion, and not tw advance a step without 2
clear consciousnesg of the causes which
make it necessary. Inorder toacquire this
habit the more readily, it would be very
proper, to select designedly, for the first
effurts in interpretation, some passages of
ecripture, the exposition of whick involves
several difficulties. If we exerciee our-
selves at first with very easy passages, we
may very soon be led into the error of sup-
posing the business of hermeneutics much
lighter than it is, or 1o congratulate our-
sclves on having acquired a greater ability
m conducting it than 18 really the fact. On
the other hand, we can in no event losean
thing, if we originally venture on difficolt
placea: for if mn the attempt we find them
too difficult for our abilities, we thereby
experience, with the utmost certainty, what
deficiencies in our knowledge still remain
to be supphed; and if we succeed n the
effort, we may be certam of a favourable
result in reference 1o all easy places. The
correctness of these attempts of our own
will be best put to the proof, by comparing
the.nterpretations thusdeduced, with others
which can easily be found 1n the abundance
of commentaries extant.

That, by pursuing this method, a man
does and must learn to become his own in-
terpreter, isnot only 4 matter of experience,
but is also to be presumed. Still, however
—and this consideration affords the most
suitable conclusion to the whole subject—it
1s certainly moet evident, that no one can
ever learn tonterpret for himself, unless
he has acquired the necessary kuowledge
of all the literature already introduced as
belonging to cxegelical theology~—Dr. G.J.
DPlanck; translated from the Germanby Dr.
8. H. Turner.
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BIOGRAFHICAY, NOTICES OF THE REV.RARTRO~
LOMEW WESLEY, AND OF THE REV. ICHX
WESLEY, J11$ $ON; GREAT-GRANDPATEER,
AND GRANDFATHER, OFE THE LATE REV.
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