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Perhinps ha«-d Mr Gretton taken the trouble,
hie mighit, byv changing his estimates, have
turned Uic current of Ross's feelingrs. Difficul t
as it is for a mann «ho works ;vitlî his hantis
to comnprchenti the toil and weariness of intel-
leotuiti labour, Ross rnight have l>cen macle to
undcrstand the rnoncy value of Mr. Gretton's
education, the cost in pountis and shillings of
those preparatory studios, Nvhich hand madie tan
minutes of Mr. Gretton's wortb months of his
labour. He niight possibly have undcrstood
what we believe the political econornists cal
the accurnulated capital upoi, ;vhich the law-
yar was now receivingy the inct'me. Anti if lie
coulti have had n littie farthar insigh' into thc
anxious hxours Mr. Gretton liat endi .red durîng
bis siov approaches ta is prescnt assureti
condition, while he hati a sîckly wife, looking
ta him flot only for bread, but for luxt.ries
which habit hati macle necossities; and stîll
farther, coul lie have seen in Grctton's pale
brow, and sunken check, thîe cnrse of intense
sedentary occupation, the too sure propbecy of
the short career that awaits our professional
men, ho would havc returned to bis hiammer
and nails wvithi a tranquillîzed and unenvious
spirit. But thus it is. it is, for the most part,
ro-an's igynorance that makec bis breast the
iibode of discontent, distrust iii Providencce,
envy, and covetousness. I tisinot ofthe dîptlis
of bis ignrance tl-t corne his repining-s, anti
railings, and calîs for Agrarian law.

31r. Gret ton smileci at wbat scamiet ta him
rnerely a rhapsody, andi saying, " Perhaps, my
,friend, you wvoulti thîink the play faîrer if you
knew more about it," lie drew a papar from a
file, adding; " as the yenr is drawing to aclose
l suppose you have corne ta sec hoiv your debt
stands. Have you any prospect of paying off
-the i-nortgnge "

IlLess than ever. MIy wife bas bean sick,
and there's been a doctor's cuirsati bill ta pay,
-and Jernmy must be dressed up for seheol,. andi
tLhat costs rnoney ngain; but for aIl, Jernmy
shail be a lawyer if I die for't."

Mfr. Gretton did flot noctice the ineffable grin
with wvbich this wvas saiti.

"lBut you have a good business," he repliati
"ca carpanter is sure of employment in otîr city,
and you arc an iniuîstriotîs man, Ross."

'lGod knovs 1 amn that; but it cornes in at
the spile and goas out nt the bung. Corne,
Squire, you may look, it over; 1 know pretty
welI hov it stands; 1 calculate the interest that
runs up eaob day when I go ta bed at nigbt;
it amounts now to 2001-. 5s. 71c4.

MXr. Gretton srnlcd. IlA trifle more, Ross."i

"It caîî't be !-it ean't I Ivc gone over
hîntirads of ies; I've o!halkcd it out wh
I've becît at iiîy wok; I'vc «ut it clown o%
anti over; I'vc calc lateti it again and agaiin
tic niglît «lien thei e «as nothiîîg to take
nîy mmid. It is 2001. 5s. 7,1d., and no mot,
flot a fraction."

"lAt simple interest youi are riglît; you fo.
got ta calculate tic compoundtinterest."

IlComnpotidnterest!-m-lat's that ?-whi
tlîat?2"

ilr. Gretton explaineti. Ross swvore th
as hae nover agreed for it, ha «oulti neyer pa
it. Mr. Gretton, «ho «as consoious of hîavîîî.
boen forlîenring, and of lîaving «aiteti at 50

pecuniary sacrifice, wns provoketi, anti threa4

oedet to forelose the rnortgage at once, an-
have tionr %vitb it.

Ross %vas calmeti, not satisfiei. 'Il liav
wvorked liard twenty y2-ars," lic saiti
tioughit to have a hîouse over Jcmrny's lîaa
îlîat he'd neyer bc aslîamcti of. 1 built it wi'
my owvn bantis; every nail I've ilriv rnysel[i
anti no« aIl to go topay tluat compound mue:
est; it's too blat.*"

It «as evitient, tbat ta Ross's appreliensio
the uvhole deht «ns mergeti in this unlook
for addition to it. Mr. Grctton piticti tlîe niai
ignorance anti disappointrnent, anti saiti sooit
ingly, Il You wvihi get throîîgl with it, ROs.'
Pay «liat you can, andi 111 «ait for the rcs
Saturday is New Year, a holiday for you an
me. 1 will corne up to Clîorry-street andi lIo
at your promises, anti bring tlîe morigage w.il*

me, anti yoîi mav thon mako a paymcnt; th
wvill save you the trouble of conîing to Val
streetagn.

Ross nîerely noddteti bis lienti ncqiicscingl..
and left tbe office withot speakinga «ori. .1
moment after, Mlr. Grctton's son, a boy of n:
years, came in, lus coat mnîddied, andîtibs fir)
head bleadtng. " Staîlcy, 'ny boy, whlat isil
malter 1" saiti bis fathier.

"Oh, notbing, sir; 1 am flot huirt to sigîifY
I met a hiorriti hooking man coming clown th
office stops, ndi lic man against nie and knock
eti me do«n. 1 know lie diti not sec nie, b
bie miglît just have said ho «ns sorry for it.»

Ross «as unicrrscious of the offence again~
the boy; hie «as brooding over thie coîipoun
tnterest, wliicb seeet ta birn so ticatly an IF
jury. Lke a gooti portion of the ignorar,
world, ha coult entertain but qwe id'za at a tîinc
that fillati lus fielti of vision; thc Ilcompun.
irîterest" seernti ta h; m more thîaii th-- origini
debt; anti bis gloomy rneditations endeti mûi
a mental oath thait, caine «hat woulti, hev.'h


