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-gave "hiin somewhat the appearance of
undue delicacy.

When Shelley was tefi years old hie was
piaced under the care of Dr. Greenlaw,
W ~ho presided over sixty or seventy roister-
ing youngsters in Sion House Academy,
at Brentford. The youth was flot happy
at Sion Hlouse. His second cousin,
Captain Medwin, was aiso in attendance
at the Academy, and hie tells us in bis
well-known published reminiscences, how
the mental stimulus too strongly dominat-
ed the physical energies of the poor young
poet for him to care m uçh for the ordinary
sports of boyhood. A book was more
valued by him than a bat, a ballad than a
bail. Then, bis companions viewed hirn
with suspicion as a voung 2ristocrat, and
hie, unconsciously no doubt, scorned them
for certain trifling, though none the less
reai, vulgarities. !-le beionged to, ilthe
caste of Vere de \Tere,» and althouigh a
mere child was even then a Republican and
steadfast believer in the essenitial eqaality
of ail men, but the young Hodges about
him only thought of bis comparatively high
descent, and pecked at the strange peacock
which had been driven into their barnyard
to, insuit their homely attire with bis giowv-
ing plumage. Yodr typicai schooiboy is
a littie savage. I do flot believe the stu-
dents of Sion House Acadeiny wzere a
whit worse than the general run ofsýtudents
elsewhere. Here ivas a strange youth
comie arnong themn Who coupied »with
aimost feminine beauty, a look of flaturai
*gentleness; and innocence. Here was one
weho :showed but littie inclination for their
rough and boisterous games. Here was

oreWho had an incom*prehensible habit of'
amusir.g himseif in a ràanùer -which they
did flot understand. Here was one ivho
spent his; time in dreamy reverie and in
-watching the clouds, the glittering streàm s,
-and the white. mysterious moofi when lie
shouid have been at cricket or »manfully
kicking the infiated sphere. StWfeiy lYr.
Greerilawv's young bears may be weil ex-
:cused for pouncing upon this ,etcentriè
-young iamh. M'as lie flot fair prey.? In
ibhis world does- night flot rule ? Trnè,'he
-was a .young genius. ,But nien, flot to
-speak of li'tle boys, frequently find it im-
possible to understand your genius. Girl-
ish, gentle, sensitive, retiring, a dreamer of
dreanis, fond of solitary rcading afld lonely
musing,..-.zsurely hiere was an apprôpriate

victim for that humane- and deiigbt(ul
collegiate institution knowvn as fagging 1
have dwvelt on this period of the career of
Percy Bysshie Shelley, not to prove his
juvenile tormentors, depraved, which cer-
tainiy they were flot, but rather to, set forth
in due proportion events and experiences.
wvhich nîany reasonably believe flrst influ-
enced the subject of this paper to, become
the lifelong antagorist of-to use bis own
words-" tyrarits and foes "-even when
the former assunîed the shape of public
order and the latter that of religion and of
approved convenition.

' *At the age of twelve, according to Pro-
fessor Bowden, Shelley wvas removed from
Sion House and entered at Etoni. iere
the youth had to, face, not three score of
il tyrants; and of foes," but a company of
severai hundred. The head-master wvas
little better than a polished brute, wvho was
known to, have gleefully thrashed eighty
delinquents in succession on one occasion
*and on arnother to, have ieft his meal in
order toflog a hatch of youngsters, returfi-
îng to bis- beef and coffee with intensified
gaiety and appetite. Shelley was, at first,
placed with a sympathetic tutor, but, ere
'lonig, was transferred to the care of a duil
and ignorant assistant master. This man
entered Sheiley's roomn one day and found
the boy occupied in producinÉ a blue
-flame. The teacher angrily inquired the
nieaning ôf the uncanny work and bis
pupil joculariy replied that hie ;vas " raising
the devil -. A voltaic battery stood on
the table, but the miaster was unawvare of
its properties. When he received the
-surprising answver just given he seized hold
-of the machine and ivas instantiy hurled
.back against the-wall by the unexpected
force of the-* elcctric *shock. 0f course
Shelley ivag severely thrashed, and bis
tcherished chenîical experimients; prohibit-
;ed, but he mustuhave found infinite solace
-for. bis woes lin the. discoifiture of hi%
Gtupid ichastiser. It 'isonyfitosae
however -that ail hf*s woes did flot proceed
fromn big teachers. His fellow-students
mide hig' life *pefèctly miserable for a
long ime. Williaim Shàrp tells us, in his
excellent iîônograin on Shelléy, ýthat the
poor yoïitb was baited, wvorried, jeered at,
called '«Mad Shelley,-" and constantly sub-
jected io endless drubbirig. He hated
cruelty and bie hated meanness. Vet
Ïmuéh of this abiise he withstood without
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