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is the wornan, the inother ; " the
hiani that rocks the cradie is the
h and that rules the w\orll." '-l owv
bc-autifully Sienkiewicz expresses
thiis idea in one of bis nunmerous pen

* piCtures. 'Flbe Romians placed wo-
man on a level witb the beast of the
field, as the author shows, wbien bie
represents Petronius " talkingr part
in a diatribe as to wbetber wonian
hias a sou] 1' " I grce that wonian bias

* tbree or four souls but none of thcm
a reasoningy onie; " Chiristians know
that woman bas duit niost 1)ric(dess
of ail g-ifts-ani imimortal soul macle
to the imagre aiid lik-eness of God

imnself. Tife p;agan marridm wonan
wvas a play toy, to l)e cast aside at
wvill ; the inviolability of christian
inarriagre w-'s the toucha;one of
woilianly digrnity and liberty. Pagan
wonien w-Ce the slaves of their bius-

* bands ; christian womien, th<îr part-
îîers and peers. 1>caii wofliCf were
the tenants )f their hiusqbtnds'ihouses;
chrîstimn wc nncn the mistresses of
their hious;eliold. The pagan wo-
mran wvas always Ii fear of arva
the christiani Wom1an dreaids no usur-
per, sbe is the empress of lier court.

No wondcr, then, that ail Seke
wicz's pagfan wromcn play a most
immoral and clespicable rote at borne,
at the banquet and Ii the orgies at
the banks of the lake. I nficlelity to
the marriagre bond w-as s(> common,
that Petr< mius charaicterizes Ponipo-

* nia-a christian womian,- as a i-cal
cypress. Sbe is a on-anWolafl
hence, <' am<>ngit our ladies of fo>ur and
five divorces, she is straigbhtway a

Inimmorality, bas infected the royal
palace, the cmpress he(rseif is a di-
vor-ced, abandone-d womanti, eveni the
vestal x'irgrins are flot, îmlper%*w>us ti)
the plagrue that is fast sucking the
]îfe-blood fronm Romian socîety. What
ani eniconium, Xilniciusi the hiero of

Om?[~ds bestowvs upon a christian
hiomie, wben bet ceclarcs, "lIn that
bouse wblere ai], beg-ininingr witb tbe
miasters and ending with the poultry
in thiebleni-bouse, are virtuous." And
ag(1ain "« 1 sawv that sufferingy in it uthe
Christian Ponmponia's bouse) wvas
more to be wisbied for than delight
in anothe- place, that sickness there
xvas butter than health in another
place." I3ebold the wondering aston-
ishmient of I eLronius, the 1)ast grand-
miaster of lewvd ]uxury, as hie enters,
for the first timie a borne wberein.
Christ reiglins: This is a wolicler-
fui bouse. 0f course it is knowvn to
thee tuit Pomponia is suspected of
entertainingc tbat Eastern supersti-
tion whicb c<)nsisis in honoring a cer-
tain Chirestos. A one-man womian !
To-day, in Rc'mc(- ,it is --casier to get
a haif-plate of L esb înusiiroonis from
Noricumi than to finci su:h». " Oh

'ierl, said Petronius, " permit us

to listen from near by to that glaci
laughter wvhicb is of a kinci beard so
rarely in those days. Life deserves
IaugbIter, bience people laugli at it
but laughiter litre basaniothersouid."
« li the people, Ii the trees, in the

wbole 'garden there reigned an even-
ingY calmi. That calmi struck Petro-
mius and struck honii especially in the
people. Ili the faces of Pomiponia,
old Aulus, tbeir son, and Lygria, there
wasL somletbingr sucb as lie bac i lot
seen iii those faces whicb surrounded

irni every day or ratber-eveî-y igbrlt.
iberc xvas a certain light, a certain
repose, a certain seî-enity floxvîng
dii-ectly frorn the life wvbich ail lived
there. And writhi a species of aston-
îsbment, lie tbougblt that a beauty
and sweetness might, exist, wvhich hie
who cl1ased after beauty andi sweet-
ness continually hiad not known. He
COuid not bide the thioughlt in imiself
and said, turningy to Pomponia. I
amn considcring iii ny soul how clif-
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