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study Old English texts for philological purposes. It -was not
very long agro the general opinion-and unfortunateIy this
view is stili too prevalent-thiat the provincial dialects of Eng-
lishi are corrupted fornis of the classical language. A wvise"r
philology lias taught us that whiat we caîl classical "«Enghish"
is but one of a number of local dialeets, many of whichi survive
only as spoken p)atois, while not a few can boast each of an
extensive literature. One of these dialeets, which probably
hiad its "lIocal habitation" in the nîidland district of England,
becamne by the chapter of accidents the predominant language,
and the writings of Chiaucer, Wyclif, nnd others, made its
predoîninance permanent. The analogue of this process is to
be found in that which mnade the Attic the predoininant dialect
of Greece, in that w'hich developed one of miany spoken dialects
into classical Latin, in that whîch pcrforrned a similar service
for mîodern classical French, and in that ;vhichi made one of
the high Gernian dialeets the languagye of Luther and of
Goethe. The student of Old Englishi inayv not be able to appre-
ciate, in ail its beat.y and force, this ]aw of natural selection
and the survival of the tittest in langruagre; but lie will be able
to catchi at least a glimpse of one Of the grreat scientific truths,
and will have his intellectual horizon expanded by its appre-
hiension. Not tili hie learns that our own beautiful and flexible
languagcre lias passed throùghi extensive changes of forin, that it
wa-s for-m-erly one of many local dialeets which had equal
chances of .literary clevelopment, and that mnany of these
dialects stili survive in a Iess altered fori, is the student in a
position to understand clearly the wvider relations of Engclish as

aiber of the gyreat Teutonic famnily of languages, and of
the stili larger Indo-Gerinanic grroup wvith their coinmon Aryan
elemnent.

But 1 inay be to]d that lie can learn aIl this more easily
froni philological compendiums like Lathiains or Earles, which.
grive in brief compass the digested conclusions drawý-%n from the
researches of mnany eminent sehiolars, than lie can learn it fromi
his owvn reading, of Old Engrlisli texts. This bringys me face to
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