
Ili Tlie Ifflntlily Advocale.
TI.e influence of literature upoii niaikinid is reniaikable "it imakleSq

the m ." Ones rcadingo is usually a fair index of li>s chairact'er. A nifilis as easily juclged bv the books lie reads as by the comnpanv lie keeps.The boy wlio reads d1eeds of n1 îmd1,-iîess, noble dlariing, anti truc braveiýV,feels the spirit of enulation rising in' hs bosorn, prolipting him to lieroic
endelavouirs afzer exalted life. On1 the other lhandj ail the life aîîd feel-
ings of a youthi fascinated hy sone g1lomg love romianc(e or tragcedy'
beconies coloure(l an(l shaped by the page lc reCs

What a reckoning wvilI those parents be called to niake at the bar OfGod, who have ruined the souls of tîjeir eidren by allowing, inî their
famnilies that cuirsed IlYellowv covcred literature"I of the (lay-thosc
exponents of a vitiated taste and a corrUpt Society, siiited to (lestroy theyoung- for ever-whiclî is being circulated throughout the lengthi anld
breadt1i of the land by unscrupulous publishers and news vendors, W11O-no matter how higli their chiaracter flay stand -are moral pests i
the conmunity.

Aithougli many excellent publications are ia circulation, adwilouglit to be daily perused in every family ; yet the Bible sho ul(l le thechief text-book of honie-education. Where it is otherwise, parents arcunfaithful. Lo thieir duty. It is the basis of aIl teaching, revealingrI "the
truth, the way and the life." It is (4od's testimiony and message, and i"4profitable for doctrine,, for reproof, for correction, for instruction urighteousness," andl ias written "lfor our learning, that we, througli1patience and conîfort of the Scriptures, mliglt ]lave hope," and l)e madeccwise unlto salvation." "0 f ail the books ever writtemî, no one contains
so instructive, so sublimie, and so great a variety, as the Bible. Resolveto read three chiapters each day, for omie year, aud you will iind realitiee
there, more wonderful tlîan any pictures of fiction that have been dra»11
l)y the finest pencillings of the niaster liand of the most practical nove1writer, wvho has shone il' the dazzlingy gal;IxY Of ancient or mîodern literaqturc." The Bible is "a book for the nîind, the heart, the conscience, thewill and the life. " IlIt is simplAe, yet grand ; niysterious, yet plain ; andthougli froni God, it is, nevertheless, within the coml)rehiensioii of a littlechild." Timothy knew its divine teachigs froni his iîîfancy. " Youi niaYsend your childrenl to sehool to study other books, froni which they niaYbe educated for this world ; but in this divine book they study the scienocof the eternal world." Do you wishi to, inspire your chuldreii with Song,Wlîat songs so sweet as the songs of Zion 1 Do you desire tlîem to couieun(ler the influence of eloquent oratory l What orationis so0 eloquenit agthose of the prophets, of Christ, aud of hi8 aposties? Do you desire torefine aud elevate their souls with beuyIdnulmtll thes
sacred pages there is a beauty ever fresli, and a sublimity which towers il'dazzling ra(liance far beyond the reacli Of humani genius. Whlat storieg
so thrilling as the stories of the Bible ? What a mine of treasure theBible utbflds! ilere *we have ilistory, geography, astronoiny, etliicS,poetry, l'iography, geologv, the present, past aud future sceles of ourworlà comibiined in omie harnionious whole, and depicted in language
a(laptefl to the weakest capacity of our miatture. Take this grand 01(1l)Ookfroni the faîmily, snd wonian "Iwill degenerate into a mnere conventioll
alism nî,arriage into a "civil contract," the spirit of rmother will depart;


