
XTke ilaster Univrity Àlfozthly. [Jn

" Mort soluble is this knoc,
Like clmost ai Vie Te8t if men w'ere iie,
By gentIeness than -%ar. I want 2hcr love.
What were 1 niglier this aitho' I dash'd
Your chties into sharda %vitIi catapuits,
And dwtkd cown your dornes iIt 7angonels.Y

Frorn the reply of the Princess to Lady Blanche, some twenty-
five lines of vigorous satfire have been omitted. The ehaxacter
of the hieroine clearly gains in dignity «by this revision. ln the
third edition, that of 1850, the Prologeue and Conclusion were
re-w%%ritten,, and the fine passage of eighteen linos,

"'So Liiia sang: we thought her half poscssd,
She struck such Nvarbling fury thrc? the Nvords,"

appeared for the lirst time. There were also'numnerous slight
aIterat ions, omissions, and additions in other parts of the poem.

Tl:e subtle referenees to the " weird seizures " of the Prince2
which stir the imagi'nation so deeply, were ail added in the
edition oft 1851.

These examples of iimce kibci, be it remembered, are al
drawn fromn1 what, for the time being, was a completed product,
of a master of literaiy formn, and -%hich he liad given to the
wcrld. Gouid we inspect, the revisions which The Princess uuder-
wvent before it -%as published in 1847, the patient labor of the
poet would commptnd even n.ore fully our admiration.

The six intercalary songs; in The I>rincess were fi-st pub-
lished in the thi-d edition. These lyries are even more widely
knownm thian the poem of -which they now form so essential a
part. They are «unong the mnost beautiful in the Eng'lish Ian-

gua-, whose linkzed sweetness they have borne to every civiid
people under hecw.en. .Although these lyries; have not, lndergone
any revision since their £irst publicaition, their wcnderful deli-
cacy and perfection of structure and forim bear witne-ss that they
are

"A11 perfect, finished to the finger-nail.Y

A year ago, through the generosity of a valued friend it was My
good fortune to corne into -possession of an autograpli copy of
five of these lyrics,-a copy made by the Poet Laureate before
their publication. This nianuscript etopy contains the well-nigh
perfected text, yet it -will be seen. that the work of revision did
not reach. its completion until publication 'vas macle in The Prin-
cess. The followinfr is a fac-simi]e reproduction of thme MS.
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