
FEDERAL v. PROVINCIAL SANITARY LEGISLATION.

A LTHOUGI-I, as I have stated, there arein the Dominion three or four Pro-
vincial Boards of Health, Canada as a
Dominion lias no special provision what-
ever for promoting the publie health. In
this she is behind alnost every other coun-
try, even such as Brazil and Japan. To
most legislators whose thoughts and time
are chiefly occupied withl such questions
as railwavs, colonization and trade, the
subject of the public health nay seem to
be of little consequence. But who wvill
contend that a departinent of health, or a
sub-departmîent, say, in connection with
the Federal Governnent, is not just as
essential as almost any one of the
present departinents? What greater
necessity is there for a Federal De-
partment of Justice or of Agriculture?
Why could not the affairs of these bran-
ches of the Government be left in the
hands of the provinces, just as well as
inatters concerning the Public Ilealth?
If anyone will give the subject suflicient
attention, he will be very likely to come
to the conclusion that no branch of the
Public Service needs more to be centraliz-
ed than that of Health,

I would not, by any ieans, take from
the'provinces all authority in relation to
health matters. But I say the Canadian
Government is or ought to be responsible
for the preservation of the health of the
Canadian people, and for the country's
credit, it should adopt such measures as
would secure to all the provinces the best
sanitary condition for the preservation of
health and life. Not long ago I observed
in an English peridocial, in sone remarks
on the low death rate in England, a refer-
ence to the high nortality in the " Colon-
ies," and a reminder to emigrants that in
leaving Great Britain to live in the " Col-
onies" they exposed their health and life
and the health and life of their fanilies to
proportionately greater risk.

The nortality in the cities in Canada is
largely in excess of that in the much
larger and more densely populated cities
in England. The infantile mortality here is
something dreadful-sonething to be
ashamed of ; while our death rate from

zymotie diseases averages about double
that in England. Hiow can any country
reach the highest point in lier proslerity
with such a state of things? Howv can she
reaeh to even a high point. to say nothing
of the highest, with fron *20,000 to 40,000
more leaths every year than there should
be ? The country is undoubtedly fairly,
and probably substantially. prosperous.
Somie people question this ; and much is
said about our enorîmous debt and higli
tavation. As I vrote in a former paper,
think of the enornous tax arising from
preventable sickness and death. Why,
vith eflicient practical sanitary w6rk.

enougli could be saved bv it in a few years
to pay off the national debt.

I shall nowv endeavor to show why
it would be much better for the con-
trol of the pulblic health to be umder
Federal authority. The foundation for
good Sanitary organization lies largely in
a system of nortuary and other health
statistics. By these the place and course
of epidenuics are learned, as also, is any
prevalency endemically, in any locality, of
infectious diseases, which imiglit spread
and become epidemic. The Province of
Ontario might make proviaion for obtain-
ing such statisties, and obtain then
satisfactorily from within the Province,
and act upon them. Just across the border
of the Province in Quebec or Manitoba,
however, there might prevail endemie or
epidemic disease in connunities having
direct intercourse witi communities in
Ontario. About such disease, Ontario
could learn nothing except that it might
do so tlhrough the Quebec authorities.
Again, vaccination might be efficiently
practised in one Province and neglected in
an adjoining,one. Insanitary conditions in
regard to drainage, sewage, waste refuse or
water supply, ready to explode at any time
fron the igniting touch of a case of malig-
nant infectious disease, mniglt exist at the
border of one Provintce to the great danger
of the one next to it, which would be prac-
tically helplebs iii preventing a catastrophy.

True, the saine difficulties are now en-
cornitered in relation to the Provinces and
the adjoining staies. But we cannot


