
CORRESPONDENCE.

COMPARISON OF SCHEMES.

Is it not posibl to bav a comparison of
schemes of Amended Speling on the foloing
plan: Select a pasage suitabi in length and
otherwise as a test. Let each author sub-
mit the pasage speit in acordans witb bis
own scbeme, ail to be printed side by side,
each author to bear bis own share of expens.

The Eng. S. R. A. bas adopted a number
of general principîs in acordans with wbich
Nev Speling shud be constructed. In sub.
stance they wver. A symbol for evry sound,
t he New Sp. to be easy to Print. Teacb,
Rite and Read by present Readers. Tliese
conditions 'Ver paramount. Other consider-
ations wver relegated ta a subordinat posi,
tion. Among the latr may be mentiond:
Analogis of Foren (.anguages, simnilar sounds
to hav similar shape, difthongs to be repre-
sented b3' their elements, &c., &..

Nobody abjects ta new letrs on Drincipl,
but evrybody feels the practical dificultis
encounterd in tbeir introduction. Ther is
but one printing office in Eng. wbere new
!etrs can be bad, and tbe variety of fonts is
limited. If I wvish to ilustrate Sp. by Sound
in a newspaper it canot be done wvîth new
letrs. An artici with present letrs can be
sent across the Atlantic and printed wvith
acuracy in type of any size.

My good f rend. Mr. Knudsen, of S. Nor-j
walk, Conn., is so ernest, sa able, and s0
persevering that I wud be glad to come to
nearer acard wvith him. A great obstacl
wiid ha remnoved if wve got rid of the idea
that similar vowel sounds sbud hav symbols
of similar shape, as wve have got rid of that
idea as regards ponsonants. Ch and i rep-
resent sounds which pair; but where is the
resemblance in shape?

Liverpool, Eng.
E. JONES.

[The Yurna1 of Auuzer. Orthoepy, publisht
monthly at Ringos, N.J., $i. a year, wvil iius-
trate schemes during the year, under âfr.
J ones' supervision. Those interested sbud
subscribe. -EiD.]

VOWEL PAIRS.

Si,-In yur last, yu say that Iltwo vowels
ar exact pairs when they difer in quantity
only, and flot in quality," and that in tbis
sens tber ar no exact pairs. I maintain tbat
several vowels do pair so nearly at least tbat
a comon ear canot detect the.slightest dif-
erence except in quantity. If vowels difer
in quantity only, a prolongation of the short
vowel produces the corresponding long. Yu
admit that tbis is almost (I say holly> the
case with ell and aie and also with the vowels
infoot andfood. Yu surelydo not ask usto,
believ it is the same with iii and eil, or with

those in not and fathcr, aitho yu contrive to,
pair these vowels in some way to me unin-
teligibi. The relationship apears to me
perfect in odd and aiwcd; also in the vo%ýels
in at andfather.

JOHIN WATSON.
Oatonsville, Md.
[Quantity bas nothing to do with vowvels

pairing. They pair aproximatly, not exactly,
and betr the les they difer in quality. In
quality, the twvelv vowels ar as distinct to our
ear as twelv men in a jury box ar to our
eye-tho related to one another, stil indi-
vidualized. The first v. infadder aproximates
that in father more closely than that in for-
Mier, and mal<es the closest pair of ail. Ar-
ranging them in order of proximity, they ar
x, fadder and flMer; 2, full and faoo; 3,
fiW and feel; 4. fell and jail. The other
vowels do flot aproximate near enuf to de-
'serv to be phird, Who wud dlaim note and
;îîîasa gcod pair? Manifestly, Mr. W.does.
not pronounqe odd and father as wve do.-
With this we leav it to our readers. -E .]

VOWEL: PAIRS-DIFTHONGs.
SiR,-I tho't it understood by evrybody

that aranging the twelv vowel scale in six
pairs wvas flot strictly tru, but a stenografic
convenience.- The six short vowels -ar cer!
tanly not always mates for the six long-
flot of the same quality.

As to difthongs, I wud, for sakie of peace,
and unity. provide singi signs for those wvho.
canot determin the [so-calld] elements of
difthongs. Then evry man cud spel acord-
ing ta his convictions. Yu wvud rite hous,
and I, haus (bouse.) Pitman -vud spel bis
naine Eizak; I wud spel it Aizak.

Owego, N. Y..H.KDDR

AN ENLARGED ALFABET.

SIR,-I believ that a jurnal advocating ani
enlarged alfabet, and doing its best to geL à
good one cud be * SUS12ifld iîi tiînie; H!af-
way alfabets wil never succeed, and nevero't
to succeed. Twelv vowels, four glide vowels
and twenty-six consonants wvil make a good
alfabet, leaving out shade vowels as bolly un--
necesary. Use the samne vowel sign in faje-
andfare ; use e in let and carth.

Oberlin, Obio. OLMES

-Dr. W. Vietor, Prof. of Englîsh Filolo-
gy in University of Marburg, Prussia, rote
us that be, wud start in April a new periodic-
al devoted ta Fonetics, or the Sience of
Speech-sounds. Ther wil be tbree or four
parts iss.<xd yearly. The parts wvii hav 70
or 80 pages cach. We bav receivd Z
second edition (1887) of'his Elemente der
Phonîtik and shal notice it shortly...


