
TUE INDIAN NATIONS.

medicines there are trodden under foot by
them. The Sioux are many, and we cannot go
,to the mountain of the Red Pipe. We have
seen &Il nations smoking together at that place,
-but, my brother, it ie flot so now-"

One of the old chief's of the Sacs, on seeing
some specimens of the stone which I had
brought with nme froni that place, observed as
foliows:
"My FRImND:

"lWhen I was young, I used to go with our
young men to the mountain of the Red Pipe,
and dig ont pieces for our pipes. We do flot
go nuw; and our red pipes, as you see, are few.
The Sioux have again spiit the bluod of' red
men on that place, and the Great Spirit je of-
fended. The white traders have told the Sioux
to draw their bows upon us when we go there;-
and they have offered us many uof the pipes for
sale, but we do not want to smoke them, for
we know that the Great Spirit is offended. My
mark is on the rocks in many places, but I shall
neyer sce theni again. Tbey lie where the
Great Spirit sees tbem, for hie eye is over that
place, and hie sees every thing that is dune
there."1

Ke-o-kuck, chief of the Sacs and Foxeswhen
1 asked him wbether he hail ever been there,
repied:-

"4No, I have neyer seen it; it jesin omir ene-
mnies' country-I wish it was in ours-I would
oeil it to the whites for a great niavy boxes of
money."

Such ame a few of the traditions relating ta
thie curions place, and many others might be
givenwhich I have procuredlthough theyaznount
nearly to the saine thing.

Tho position of the pipe stone quarry is in a
direction nearly wegt fromn the Faits of St. An-
thony, at a distance of two hundred and twenty.
or tbirty miles, on the summtat of the dividing
ridge between the St. Peters and the Missouri
rivera, being about equi-distant from either.-
T.his dividing ridge je denuminated by the
French the "lCoteau du Prairie," and the "iPipe
,Stone" je situated near its sonthern extremity,
and consequently nut exactly on its highest
elevation, as its generai course ie north and
aouth, and ite southern extremity terminates
in a graduai. siope. Our approach to it was
froni the east, and the ascent, for the distance
of thirty or forty miles, over<a contînuedl suc-
cession of slopes and terraces, rising une aboya
another in singular regularity, that seemed ai-
Most to lift us into the clouds. The singular
character of this majestic anomaly in nature je
(frum appearance, and froni information we re-
ceived,> continued on the west aide un its des-
cent toward the Missouri. There is flot a tree
or bush to be seen from the highest sunimit of
the ridge, though the eye miay range east and
west almoet to a boundiess extefity over a sur,

face covered with a short grass, that je green at
one's feet, and about him, but changing to a
blue in the distance, like nothing but the bine
and vastness ut' the ocean.

The effect that will be wrought upon the
minde uof future traveliers, who wii wend their
way over these gigalitic pastures of green,
(pro vided their imaginations are like niy uwn,)
wiil be grand and thriiling in the extreme. As
for niysel', niy feelings may have been oe
wruught, for they seemed to swell and enlarge
at every ewell and terrace that we niounted
up, and when at the very sunimit, (where the
nieanest horse will neigh and gaze with admir.
atuon,) 1 muet say that 1 faiteas light as the air
that was about mne, and aimuet able to jly with
a pair ut' wings nu larger than thosa on Mercu-
ry'e beels or Cupid's back.

The whole surface of this immense tract of
country je hard and smooth, aimuet without
atone or gravel, and coated with a green turf of
grass ut' tIree or four inches oniy in height.-
0Over this the wheele ut' a carniage would run as
easiiy, for huadreds of miles, as they coutl on a
niacadamized road, and its graceful gradations
wouild in ail parts admit of a horse to gallop,
with easa to himef and hie rider.

The full extent and true character of these
vast prairies are but imperfectiy understood by
the wurld yet, who will agrea with nie that
they are a subject truiy sublime for contempla-
tion, when I assure theni that a coach and six
horses niight ha driven at full gallup and with
perfect ease (with the exception of rivers and
ravines) over unceasiamg fields of green, froin
the Falls of St. Anthony ta Lord Selkirk's es-
tablishment, froni that to the mouth of Yeilow
Stona-thence to the Platta-to the Red River
and the Arkansas-from thence ta Santa Fee,
and through Texas ta the Gulf uof Mexico; a
distance ot' more than 5000 miles, and that tua
ail the way in United States tarnitory.

But ta return ta the pipe stona quarry. The
scenery alune of this place is a eubject for ait-
miration, as wiil be sean by the viaws irhich 1
shail bring home. A graphic description of ita
features and colours, and of the forme and cere-
nionies observedl by the Indiens preparatory tu
taking away the stone for their pipes,shali be the
thame for a future epistie; and su for another,
niy theory ut' the geology and mineralogy uof
this region ut' country, which niay differ matari-
ally froni the theorias that have haratofore been
advanced ta the wurld.

"6Womae limite" I shail aiea dascribe, and
her training on this hillowed gronnd; her
marks are set; sha can toe them,but nu farther.
Woman is ailowed ta sec, but flot to touch
vwith hier foot, the sacred ground ut' the rad
pipe.

1 niantioned in niy former letton that we Ihad
been arrested and miade prisoners by the Sioux>


