TIHIE NEW-BRUNSWICK AGRICULTURIST.

spaces two or three times to the
depth of nine inches, so as to render
the soil perfeetly fine. In the July
and October diggings it will be well
to give a two inch layer of decayed
leaves with one fourth part of wood
ashes, and todigit in. Sea-kale may
be planted ona bed of light sandy
soil, and it may be forced in the
spring, by covering it with flower pots
covered with manure, and throwing
some litter over the beds. But itis said
that this forced and early growth in-
juresthe plant. When the leaf manure
cannot be obtained, light rotten barn
yard manure may be substituted for it.

The Iusk Melon—The striped
Housainee Persian.~The melon has
been cultivated for many years in En-
gland, and it is said to have been ori-
ginally brought from Jamaica. The
varictics under the title of musk melons
have been considered natives of South-
ern Europe they are very numerous,
Loudon’s cataloguc describes nineteen
varicties, but the sub-varictics from
intermixturcare almost unlimited.  If
melons of different varieties are grown
in the same bed, “not only will the
seeds of each be more or less con-
taminated, but there is rcason to be-
lieve that those teken from the same in-
dividual imelon will be found to produce
plants, whose fruit may differ very con-
siderably in appearance and charac-
ter.

The melon is a species of the genus
(or family) cucumis, or cucumber ; cu-
cumis is derived froma Greek word sig-
nifying a swelling, and melon is de-
rived from another Greek word signi-
fying an apple, so that cucumis melo
means literally the apple cucumber;
but the melon rescmbles the apple
more in its odour than its form. It
frequently happens when melons and
cucumbersare planted in the same bed,
that the intermixture of the male and
female flowers of each plant produ-
ces, on the respective vines, fruits uni-
ting the appearance of cucumber and
melon—therefore such vines should
always be planted in detached and
separate beds.
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Melons are divided into carly and late
kinds. The carly kind comprehendsthe
beechwood, cantaloup, Des Carmes,
early cantaloup,germck, green-fleshed
Egyptian, green-fleshed Staliur, green
fleshed Masulipatam, Polignac, rock
scarlet fleshed. The later kind com-
prehends the Cephalonian, the Persian
Daree, the Dampsha, Geree, the Per-
sian green Boosaince, Persian striped
Hoosainee, the Persian Keiseng, the
Gerger, Necksheven, silver rock, Sir
Gore Onsley’s Persian, small Levant,
sweet melon of Ispahan, Valentia,
the Windsor scarlet fleshed.

The Hoosainee is onc of the supe-
rior varicties whichhave of late years
been introduced from Persia. It
comprises two kinds, the Damp-
sha, and the sweet melon of Ispahan.
It is said, that if the Dampsha “4s
kept in a dark room, it will remain
good during the winter months.” The
sweet melon of ispahan “isa large
and very peculiar fruit, somewhat re-
sembling in figure alarge swollen cu-
cumber, its skin is extremely delicate,
pale, sulphur yellow, smooth, or with
very few vermicular reticulations,
flesh white, flavour luscious, abound-
ing witha rich saccharine juice. Pi-
geon dung is used as a manure upon
melon beds in Persia, where this fruit
is cultivated in greatest perfection.
The striped Housaince melon was not
lnown in England until 1831, «Itis,”
says a writerin Paxton’s Horticultural
Register, *“a noble fruit, one of great
beauty and excellence ; itsskin is firm
but thin ; the rind under it, and the
fleshy ccllular substance adjoining to
the depthofrather more than the eighth
of an inch, is of a bright green, gradu-
ally becoming paler, till it meets and
blends with the bulk of the flesh, which
is of a pinkish buff or salmon colour.
The green portion is not quite so ten-
derand juicy as the internal substance,
but the whole may be eaten, soasto
have nothing remaining but the thin
external integument : there is no de-
fraud in this fine fruit; all is juicy and
catable ; the flavouris delicious; the
odour that of a fragrantapple, and the



