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B A 18 “ The /cw.r :ougu the more to kil
:, &im.” They persecuted Him because He had
: the man on Sabbath to carry his bed, po
;¥ doubt citing Ex. 31: 14, 15. They sought the

* spore to kill Him because * He called God His
, own Fatker,” R.V. He was a blasphemer, they
+ amid, in thus making Himself equal with God,

Blsaphemy was punishable with death. Lev. 24:
" _23-16, - The question is, was Jesus guilty of
%pbemy 1n this bold claim of His to oneress
. with God? He proceeds to vind'\cate Himself by

unklding the relation between\the Father in
. Heaven and Himaelf, the Son of God.
AY - ¥

SIN, fts Explanatlon, 19, 20.

V. 19, ““The Son can do mothing of Hiwm-
s6lf.,” What an unexpected line of defence?
“They looked for Him either to back down from
the claim ‘made, or to”affirm more confidently
“I am equal with

the Father, I am one with God.” He ddes

péither the one nor the other, but says, *‘I can-
" pot act independently of the Father in Heaven.

It is only what I see Him do that Ido. His wil}

and His way are mie,”” The Jews were keen

': enough to perceive that this manner of speaking
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implied on Jesus’ part an absolute confidence that
He and God were really one, that it was a
stronger re-affirmation of His equality with the
Father thao any formal attempt to prove it #tould
have been. How difterent, too, this self-
effacing spirit—the Father all and the Son doing
asthe Fatber does— from the spirit which possessed
His accusers, v. 44.

V. 20, ‘““For.” This explains the community
of thought and action on the part of the Father

and the Son. Love is the key to the mystery

4 The Father loveth the Som.” **This is the
revelation of the very heart of the Godhead, s.¢.,
the beart of the Father to the Son, whence flows
all Divine love to ourselves—words Yhat tax

theologians ; words that speak home te the

hearts of children.” (Reith.)

Y Greater works” : healing and life for the
soul as we shall presently see.

I11. Its Detatls, 21-27.

V. 21, * Qmickemsth.” Giveth life, and life in
the fullest sense, Rom. 4:17; 8: 1

 The Som guickemeth.” See ch. 6:33; 11:
353 1 Cor. 15: 45.

V. 22. ** Hath committed all judgment.”’ The
giving of life is one of the *‘greater works.”
The judging of mea is another. Jesus Christ is
to be the judge (Acts 10: 42; Rom. 14 103
Matt. 25: 31, 33.

V. 23. * That all men Mouldlamr:h.fvn
‘“ The great peril threatening the Jews was that
(failing to recoguize Jesus as the Messiah] they
uld deny honot to the Son and thereby incur._
the guilt of refusing honor to the Father.”
(Dods.) The highest honor we can pay the
Father is to believe on Him whain He has sent

. to reveal Himself to us.

V. 24. ** Have everlasting life.” The steps to
life are ‘“ hearing ” and ‘¢ believing” (Rom. 10:
17). This life is a present possession. As we
now hear and believe, so we now have eternal
life, ch, 3: 15, 36. All men must appear before.
the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5: 10). But
the judgment of believers is alresdy determined
‘in the act of giving them life (Rom. 8 : 1), They
‘“shall mot come wunmto condemmation.” Their
resurrection will not be the *resurrection of
damnation ” but the ““resurrection of life” (v. 29).

V.25. * Zhe hour” ; *“epoch.” *‘Is com-
ing ", will fully come and is already here in its
annmg:. “ The dead shall kear.” Those
who are in the realms of death, the spiritually
dead, as in vs. 28, 29. *' They fhat hear.”
Literally * Those hearing,” the construction in
the Greek indicating that not ail, but only a cer-
tain class, of the *“ dead ” are meant. *‘ All the
dead hear, bat not all give ear” (Weiss), and
those slone that give ear shall live.

V. 26. ** The Father Ratk life in Aimself.” We
bave not life in ourselves, but God has.
That life is in Him apd His Son. His Son as
Mediator is for us the source of life. The source
of life is pot higher up than the Son. Itis in

Him. He says, *“ye will not come to Me,
that ye might have life.” . He is the fountain of
life. '

V. 37. ' Becanss Ae is the Som of man.” The

 judge of men has, not only Divine attributes, but

also human sympathies. It is our Eldet Brother
who is to be our judge,



