
The Story-Telling Art

onal work by the teachers witb their srbolars
waa dwelt upon. It was sbown wbat bad
Imeen accompliabed in special cases, lîy con-
versations witb individuals, jiersonal visita-
tion, latter writing, etc.

A deep impression was miade. Tearbers
hecamne more intecested anîl active ;and iii
the autumin work liegan with pcomime of large

i)uring the faîl or wiriter iii sonie aclinols
a week of prayer hy the Sunday School wvork-
ers was observed. on certain eveninga the
pastor and cburch officiais would lie invited
ta join witb the officers and teîîchers of the
achool, and on others, the-.parcîta of the
scbolars. Parents' sociail evecîiiîgs were held,
witb addresses upon the respoiisihility and
privileges of parents, aîid poiîiting ont bow
they and the Sunday Scbcol workers inigbt
co-operate iii tbe salvation muid training nf
the boys and girls. In snome scbools i day
was given ta an evaiigelistic service. Tbe
plan of aivation was plainly and tenderly set
forth. Cals for the manifestation of desire
or decision were flot favored, hut teachers
were expected ta gather up results by Bpemîk-
ing privateiy ta the niemlieca of their clamses,
and report ta the Superintemîdent.

We found thse year ta île the inost fruitfuii
in conversions we bave ever bad.
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The Story-TeIii Art
Io igtary-teiling a rare gif t ?Caîî only a

few people eidowed witb natural aptitude
for it learn bow ta do it well ? By o mnenus.
It is possible for every teacher to become a
astary-teller wbo will boid the childas heart.

The toacher wbo practisea with careful
observation nf the offect, the degree of in-
terest nf the little ones, their recollectin
of the @tory the following Sahbath and at
home, and then makea the next stary more
graphic or more simple or nmore inimediately
heipful, wilI grow steadily in the story-
teUling power. The foliowing suggestions
may be hclpful:

Use the imagination very actively. Let
the persons ins ynur stary stand before ynu
deflnitely as ta whether large or uniail, at-
tractive ,r unattractive, fair or dark, .with

bloe or lrown eyes, and other particulars.
It is flot necesaary in teliing the story to
descrihe ail these particolars, but it wil
give you viv'jdness and power to see thora.

(jet the saine mental conception of the
places and things. If located in a city have
saine well-kiown place in your mind which
you can recail graphically. If in the country
or at the seashç re, imagine anme place for
it you know wk 1.

For the action have everything well defin d
and fixed in your mind, an that you P.iay
proceed witbout hesitatin or indistinctn.'es.
A rapid and asaored motement in the stary
as it. greateet intereat and pnwer.
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ee ail for the child, as if by the cbild,

and io the childas simplicity. Itemember
thc smalinesa of the littie ine's world, and
introduce fno persons or nbjects which are
foreigo to that littie wnrid.

Tell the story cheerily, confidently, wateb-
ing the effect at every atep. itepeat pointa
of description freeiy. Be sure ynur dlais aee
with you, :omd are going avith you in yor
telling ;if tbey are ot, go bock ta the be-
ginning, and repeat it still more clearly until
you have theni.

Construct atonies for spiritual truth and
permanent belpfulness. This will give a
wide range if skilfully managed.

lieniembher that in thia, as in every art,
skili cmes thcough continuai practice: The
tosk, difficuit at firot, with a littie patient
effort lecoie. a delight.-Primary Teacher.

Constraining Love
By Rmei. R. G. Mai-BIh. M. A.

Out on thie .fa;rýr fcntiers of the West, aone
yaars ago, a mini one day said to the writer
rather suddenly :i'n're gning Euat this fait
to see nîy mother." And then the ressort
wa8 plain, wby, aînid the aeething life of that
outpoet, the moan bad, ot ny aurcmfuily
fnught the flght for a dlean manhnnd, but had
an steadily atuck to bis wnrk, that he might
afford ta give his mnther every comfort in ber
nId age. In a grand sense the love bis mntbar
had iavisbed upon him fcom hie childhood
bad constrained bim ta make the moat of hilm-
self, and bad narrowed bis life nohly into a
determnation to do soinetbing for her sake.


