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hopefutsnbjects of mere physical influence as
others, and yet, as communities, they have no
mrt in this movement ; and when individuals
m these connexions are brought to feel ats
power, they invariably turn to the way of
truth, from which, in some cases, no amount of
persccution ean drive them. ‘That God does
ay under contribucion the laws of our consti-
tution i+ no doubt true; that Hemakes instru
mental in promoting lis purposes of grace ns
well asas of providence even physical condi-
tions of being we firmly believe; but, apart
from a Divine power, these utterly fuil to ae-
count for such facts as the above.

Sceond, In respeet to what is Lodily, and
therefore visible, in the movement, it occurs to
mo that by far too much importance has been
genenlly attached to the onticard, to the over-
Jooking of the inmward ‘That Geod mnay have
had a specinl design in making in some casea
His work wvisible, is highly reasonable, 'The
bulk of the world was fust losing all fuith in
Christianity, and preaching and praying were
often rather to perform o duty, and fill up a
form, than beeause we had any real confidence
in their power.  Millions were rushing to cuin,
laughing at averything serious, and most of nli,
at professors of religion who neither practised
its precepts nor had fuith in its truthe,  Now,
as ““ tongues were for a sign to them who be-
lieved not,” it is not impossible that so have
the visible effecta of this work becen designed
to scrve sutne special olject in respect of the
world 8 unbelief.  Nor have they been in vain,
The world has been struck with awe, and
made teachable: unbelief has given wauy; «
thirst for the Word and a spirit of enquiry
have Leen excited, and much has Leen done to
deepen  religion on the publie mind. More
over perhaps, we are not correct in sup]l)osing
that the work of the Spirit will generally be
silent and undemonstrative. I we exclude
bodily cficcts from the work of the Spirit, we
cannot understand much that the Bible sayz
of experimental religion, Weeping crying,
groaming.roaning, are bodily acts, anditis said
of the repentance of Isracl, whena ¢ spirit ot
geace and supplication” is poured out, *‘ they
v. "mourn forllim as one mourneth for hisonly
Sor and shall be in bitterness for Him as one
that is in bitterness for hisfirst-born.” Now,
a parent’s mourning for an only son and and a
first-born is not generally eo quiet and unde-
monstrative a thing. Still, admitting both of
these views, I think there has been a disposi-
tion to make far too much of cases of prosira-
tion, and an over-nanxious dcsire wanifested to
have them largely taking place at Revival
meetings; so much so, that disappointment
hasnot only been felt if the meeting passed off
quictly, and a feeling prevailed that wo good
had been done, but very absurd and foolish
attenpts have been common in some quarters
to force persons into a state of prostration.—
We have had less of thisevil here than perhaps
in many other localities, ns the Presbyterian
Ministers with whom 1 have had the pleasure
of co operating have displayed a wisdom and
a firmness in conducting the movement beyond
all praise ; but to my knowledge, in many
places, and especially under the direction of
the lay clement, things have been practised
and things have been saig, as if to compel tho
Spirit to operate and to overcome 1lis reluct
ance, and to produce cases of prostration, that
hava gone far to prejudice the minds of good
men agaiost the whole movement, while cases
of bodily weakness and nervous derangement
havo been paraded as examples of the Spirit’s
work. My own experience leads me to think
that noither can we conclude all cases of bod-
ily impression to be certain conversions, nor
have we ground to believe that they form any
thing but asmall fraction of those made to feel
the power of Divine truth, Ihave seen and

examined persons who had been prostrated,and
1 could not hy the greatest stretel of charity
conclude that they had been even savingly con-
vineed, Yet 1 would not say that cevenin their
cases no good had been done,  God may call
sowe, with whom it is necessary to begin at
point not so far advanced as conviction, lle
may begin by first making them teachable,
and may lead them by that means to get such
a knowledge of original aud actual sin as may
be necessary to conviction. Still every one
thould be minde clearly to apprehiend tﬁnt he
should be looking principally for the inward
change, and, without the evidence of that,
plaece no value on bodily impressions,  Be-
sides I have known many, since the awaken-
ing began, who had no bodily impressions, to
sufler greater distress of conscience for sin,
and to puss through more awful and protract-
¢d convictions, than those who havebeen pros.
trated.  Alarm and distress of conscience for
sin, especially for the sin of unbelief and for-
mality in religion, ave very generl, and the
casesin which persons have bLeen savingly
Lrought to repentance and the blood of Christ
without any visible impression have been far
more numerous, than those where these have
been present, whi e to almost all bel:evers the
movement has come with wonderful power to
qui;-ken theiv grace into fresh activity and
zeal.

Third. Great practical wisdom and caution
arce neces:ary to guide the moventent aright,
and prevent eatravagances and mtakes, by
which the subtlety of Satan and the wenkness
of man have in some measure already marred
the Leanty of the work. I have already no-
ticed some things to beavoided,and ean now on-
1y indicate a few more against which we ought
to be on our guaad. 1st. The anxiety for con-
verts to address mcetings, under a kind of im-
pression that they are in some sort spiritual
medinms, through whom the Iloly Spirit is
$1id to be conveyed, and the setting up to in-
struct large assemblies, persons who would
need themselves to be taught “ what be the
first principles of the oracles ot God.” If
young persons of this class Le ealled forward,
let them be strietly confined to an_ account of
what God ba2 dune in them and for them,
without attempting to teach, when they
neither know ¢ what they speak nor whereof
they aflirm.”” Nor can it be wise to employ
in conducting prayer at large meetings persons
who, from ignorance and inexperience, may
render the servico contemptible to others—
2nd. The practice on the part of some of set-
ting down as de facto conversions all cases of
bodily impression, without teaching the mne-
cessity there is ** for every man to prove his
own work.” Many arein danger of falling in-
to delusion here, by taking it for granted that
their conversion is certain, while perhaps their
Jife is very little changed. And thisleads to
another ¢vil, viz, the undervaluing of any-
thing erely mental, if prostration hns not
taken place, producing an unhealthy Jonging
for prostration, and an overwcening satisface
tion with themselves when it has taken place,
very much caleulated to foster spiritual pride.
A tendency also is mavifested by many to rast
satisfied that they are pardoned and saved,
simply because of what has taken place, with.
out, faith, apprehending Christ in some offer or
promisc of the Gospel; in fact, a disposition
to live by feeling rather than by faith, 84,
A disposition on the part of some to imagine
that they have got spiritual illummation, cith-
er in respect to truth or duty, apart from the
Scripturcs, as if miraculous inspiration was a
thing of our day. No doubt some who have
been of Iate brought to God have been remark-
ably enlarged for a time; but it has not been
by way of supernatural revelation, but by their
beiog enabled to apply and more freely ex-
press what they previously knew of Scripturo

truth, T never knew a ense where the con
vert could go beyond his previous knowledge
Porlnps it is searcely necessary in conneaton
with this to notice the absurd stories of per-
sons being gifted with different kinds of pro-
phetic power, of eome who have had visions,
ecen sighte, ef koc gesus omne, any further than
Just to imprees this most important caution,
that there never was a time when the minds
of men were more open to reeeive ideas, und
that there is great danger of error being
mixed up with ‘the truth, and the whole we-
ceived with unquestioning credulity. v ry
approach to error or superstition “+hould Lo
promptly and firmly repressed, and ev ry
available opportunity employed thoreughly to
Jeaven the publie mind with evangelical senti-
ments,  th, Much caution, teo, is necded to
avoid tnreasonable and long-protracted meet-
ings, that in many enses sadly icterfere with
other dutics, especially the duties of the fam-
ily.  Unnecessary nssemlbding of youug sud
excitable persons, and unseemly extravagances
under the name of spiritual “exercises—chil-
dren and gervants breaking away from all
proper restrning, and unfitting themgelves for
the ord}nnry duties of life, Ly keeplng them-
selves inastate of continual and unnatural
excitement—these, and such things as these,
require wise snd prompt vemedies to be ap-
plied wherever they prevail. It isin no spivit
of ecnsoriousness I rdfur to these things, but
rather that, by having such things ranesved,
“ our good muy not be evil spoken of”  Such
things have not only furnished a handle to en-
emies, but have Leen a stumbling-block even
to many good men, €0 that they fed Jess free-
dow in conneeting themselves with a move-
ment which T hope will p ove, by its fruits,
that it has really been of God.”

In the meantime the movement advances
in Ircland spreading from town to town and
from one district to another.

In Scotland too and i Wales the work las
commenced, and hundveds have experienced
its effects. While we read the accounts of
these movements Jet usrejoice and prase God.
The revival may mot have extended to us.
But it has Llessed our brethren in other Jands.
Now the church is one. Tho field isthe world,
The interest is the same everywhere, and if
any onc portion of the field has been visited
with showers of blessing, let us rejoice and
bless the name of God. Let us also be ene
couraged to plead with God for the influences
of the Spirit. What e is doing clsewhere
JI¢ ean do here. Ilisarm is not shortened.—
His caris not heavy. With Himis the resi-
due of the Spirit. Let us plead with Him
that 1le would come to us and biess us, and
cauze Ilis work and power to appear unto Iis
servants,

DAY OF PUBLIC THANKSGIVING,

We rejoice to find that a day of publie
thanksgiving has been appointed by the Gov-
croment of the country. The day appointed
is the third of November.  There has rarcly
been an an oceasion when we have been, in
the course of providence, more Joudly called
upon to recognise the gracious hand of God,
andgive thanks to him for hisabundantgoodness
The scason has been peculiar; the alterna-
tions of weather have been frequent; fear
and hopes have held alternate sway in the
breasts of the community. DBut in the end




