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T R S AT S TRi T IS LTI LI T

Of necessary expenscs, and when to theso are
added, the expentes of keeping a family, educai- |
ing and clothing them, besides contingent ex-
penses, such as doctor’s fecs, &c, the small pit-
tance that temoins, cven out of a salary of £130,
is altogether too small to speak of laying past
money cvery year, and forbids the hope of being

l comfort of those ho tenderly luves?  The object

of ths fund is to mako auch a provision that the
dying minister may pass away o tho agsurance
that these are nut poor and depondent.

But again it 18 said, no congregation will ever
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allow the widows and orplians of a boloved pas- |

tor to want. We partly believe this,—~and we

able to leave a wife and family comfortable at | have two instances in which congregations Imvc.

his dcath, even afier a pastoraio of ten or filiecn
years. ‘The laying vp money then, w, as a
general thing, out of tho question.

3. He may insure his life ; but that will ro-
quiro at least £10 per annum ; and where is that
to come from1 We sn.wer, few cat savoe as
much, unless his peoplo pay it for him.

4. Then, there is the establishinent of a Wi-
dows’ and Orphans’ fund., This is equivalent 1o
an insurance with the double ndvantage, that
the sum paid annually, £2, is small, when cotn-
pared with premium required in assurance ; and
thai, while unmasried or widowers, as well as
others, pay for its support, their heirs receive no
benefit from it, and o ly those who aro seally in
need, widows aund or, hans, feel the advantage |
of it.

But it is said ministers should be just as other
men,—tlieir families just liko other families. Wo
ask no more for them. Tho lawyer, the doctor,
the merchant, tho farmer, the mechanic can, with
God's blessing on their industry, accumulate
property and make money, 80 as to provide for
their families ; 2 minister cannot-—and we only
ask that what ho cannot do be done for hiin, Is
it not enough for a minister to have devoted the
strength of his youth, and expended .all his
earnings in obtaining an cducation? to have
spent his best days iu the eeif-denying wotk of
the ministry, dependent,in a sense, on the libera-
lity of his followmen ? is it not enough for him
to sce the companions of his youth, supetior to
him in nothing, and it may be inferior in sterling
worth, attainments, and talents, rising to posi-
tions of influence, honor, and independence, and
havirg widows and orphans well provided with
every comfort and secured against waat, while
his unrequited labors scarcoly save him and Lis
from pinchiog poverty 7 Is it not enough to be
asked to do and see this, without further asking
him to leave those dearer to him than life to be
dopendent on public charity, and to struggle
against hardship and want ?

Lot thoso who spesk in tlus way remember
that ministers are men, and have feelings like
other men, While they rejoice over their
wide lands, which their children are to inheris,
or ovor the accumulated thousands to b, Jivided
amorg them, let them think that ministers love
their children as dearly, and desire their comfort
as earnestly. Religion refines tho feslings of
humanity, but does not blunt them ; and the ten-
der concern for his wife and children, whichmay
sink the heart of the dyiag saint, ard dim his eyo
with tears of anxiety, is not inconsistent with
the triumphant faith thatcommends them to that
God who hassaid, Leave thy {atherless children,
I will preserve them alive ; and let thy widows
‘vost jn me.” What should make the minister
slons of men, of Christian men, insensiblo to the

done nobly. But this cannot always bo done,
Many congregations havo great difficuliy in rarse
ing the pastor’s salary, and could not in any way
pay also a widows’ annuity. So the moncy, if
procured, sould cume from a very few more able
and benevolent individuals.  Desides, in tlus
way, while a few congregations would be barden-
¢d, and some, perhaps, vory heavily, others would
bo excmpted, though niore able to contnbute.
Now the fund proposes 1o take what would be
contributed for individual cases, and, rceeiving
from all congregations in addition, so to equalizo
tho burden that no congregation or individual will
be sensibly ofivcted by at.

Let our readers give theso considorations their
prayerful attention, and we confidently appeal to
their Christian wisdom for support. Reader,
your mite may do little, bt with those of many
others, it may help to roothe the anxiou~ spinit of
a dying saint, or wipe the tear off a bewildered
mother's anxicus oye, or lighten the orphan's
migery. Sure we are, you will account 1t a
great privilege to do cven this for those, who, fore-
going opportunitics of entiching themselves and
their families, spend, and are spent in the sorvice
ot Ilim who, though he was rich, for our sakes
becamo poor, and had not where to lay jus
head.

A detailed statement of the fund is Jaid before
the Synod each year, and alterwards published in
the Record. According to the statement laid
before last Synod, the fund amounted to £4,208.
By niext Synod it is to be hoped the amount will
not bo far from £5,000. But when 1t is remem-
bered that almost each year some additonis
made to the number of annuitants (thero are now
so.en), it will appear that the fund 13 not yet by
any means so Jarge as 1t should be to ensure tho
success of the schemo. Wo earnestly trust that
the collections will be liberal, and given with
willing hearts, * for the Lord loveth a choerful
giver.,”

[ ——
THE FRENCH CANADIAN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.

There never was a time when it was more in-
cumbent upon Protestants 1a Conada to put forth
their energies, in dependence on the eflectual
blessing of God, for the spiritual enlightenment
of their Roman Catholic fellow-subjects in Lower
Canads. Popery is doing 1ts utmost to regain
its influence, and even to extend it. New chains
are being forged for fetteriog the minds and souls
of the people. New dogmas sre being pro-
pounded and enforced by those who exercise
lordehip over thera. It is surely more than ever
our duty to mabnifest our sympathy towards our
brethren, and do what we can to break their
bonds, and bring them into that liberty where-
with Christ makes his people free.

!

The principal means at present omployed for
promoting the cpiritual welfate of the French
Canadians are the agoncies of tho French Cana~
dian \lissionary Society. ‘This excellent society
hina Jaboured for a number of years, not withous
manifest tokons of the approval and blessing of
Gud.  We have just received the lost Report of
the Society, and have read it with deep interest.
n the work of evangelisation, four distinct
classes of agents aro empluyed, viz.: 1st, Ordain-
cd ministers ; 2ud, Catechistg, or Scripture road-
erg 3 3rd, Colporteurs; and 4th, ‘Feachers.

Four ordained tninisters have laboured under
the auspices of the Society, but at present thero
are only two directly connccted with it, one of
these being the Superintendent of the Insututo as
Pomt aux Trembles, and tho other the General
Secretary of the Society. It is most desirable
that more agents of this class wero employed.
Oue young man, with the view of being engaged
in this department of the work, is pursuing lus
studies at Geneva, under tho direction of Dr.
Merlo D*Aubigne. Seven Catechistshavoe labour-
ed in connection with the Society, being all ve-
sident or local missionaries, who co-operate
with the ministers in their labors, and, by their
active efforts and their consistent lives, tear tes-
timony for the tiuth. 'The work of colportago 15
chiefly carried on by means of tho converts who
labour for part of the year, the nature of the work
rendering it very difficult for agents to continue
in it throughout the year, Tho work of tuition
is carried on chicfly at the Institution at Point
aux Trembles. The school is conducted by the
Rev. Mr. Roux, aided by Messts, Rivard and
Rondeau, and several of the moro advanced pu-
pls. ‘Tho Guls' Institute has been superintend-
ed temporarily by Madamo Moret. ‘There are
at present 51 pupils at tho Boys’, and 23 at the
Girls’ Instituto, the lighest number at boib
during the past year having been 111. Tho
ordinary branches arc taught, the stady of the
Bible having great prominenco in the system.
Missionary operations are carsied on at the fol-
lowing places, viz., at Montreal, where the Rev.
Mr. Wolff ministers to a small Church—the
number of communicants being twenty, of whom
nine were admitted dunng the past yoar, seven
being converts from Popery; Chateauguay ;—
Buckingham ;—Belle Riviero, where there jsa
congregation of about 70 persons under the care
of Rev. Mr. Doudict—Saint Lin and Mas-
couche ; Saint Elizabeth ; Industry Village ; Ram-
say; and Les Grais. At Quebec, too, a com-
meacement has been made by Mr, Solandt, who,
smidst great difficulues, has obiained access to a
foew families where he can read the Word of
God.

During the year the contributions to tho So-
ciety have amounted to £2644 84d., boing £600
17s. 3d. less than the amount contributed last
year, the short-coming being from Great Britain
and the United States.

Tho following is the summary, &c., given in
the conclusion of the Report :—

To sum up the opcrations of the Socioty, it

may be stated that this Mission reckons at
present seven Stations provided with resident



