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THE CANADIAN CASKET.

nisronteah,

“An Moruli;;is the science of human life, so
flistory may bo defined to be morality taught by
sxample."

ANCIENT DRUIDS.

Before the invasion of the Romans,
the ancient Britons had among them
various schools and senunaries of
learning, which were wholly under the
direction of the Druids; to whosc care
the education of youth was_altogether
committed. These Druidical acade-
mies were very much crowded with
students, as many of the youths of
Gaul came over to finish their edu-a-
tion in this island. The students, as
well as the teachers, were excmpted
from military services, and from tax-
es, and enjoyed many other p.ivileges,
which much served to increase their
number. Their acadeinies were situ-
ated in the deepest recesses of woods
and forests; partly because such situ-
ations were best adapted to study and
contemplation; and principally be-
cause they were most suitable to that
profound secrecy, with which they in-
structed their pupils, and kept their
doctrines from the knowledge of oth-
ers, In these seminaries, the profes-
sors delivered all their lectures to their
pupils in verse ; and a Druidical edu-
cation, comprehending the whole cir-
cle of the sciences that were thep
taught, issaid to have consisted of a-
gout t'wenty thousand verses, and to
havelasted in some cases twenty years.
Thescholars were not allowed to com-
mit any of these verses to writing, but
were obliged to get them all by heart.
‘When the youth were first admitted
into these academies, they were oblig-
ed to take an oath of secrecy, in which
they solemnly swore that they would
never reveal the mysteries which they
there should learn.

The noble art of rhetorie, which en-
abled thera to display their wisdom and
learning, and which contributed to the
support and advancement of their rep-
utation, was diligently studied and
gaught by the Druids of Briton. A-
mong their deities was one named Og-
mius, signifying in their language, the
power of eloquence, who was worship-
ped by them with great devotion, as
the patron of Orators, and the god of
Eloquence. He was painted as an old
man, surrounded by a great multitude
of people, with slender chains reaching
from his tongue to theirears. Lucian,
expressing his surprise at this picture,

“received from a Dru.d the following
explanation of it:

“You will cease to be surprised when

I tell you that we make Hercules (who
we call- Ogmius) the god of eloquence,

justifies the picture of the old man,

contrary to the Greeks, who give that
honor to Mercury, who is so far inferi-
or to him instrength. 'We represent
him as an old man, because cloquence
never shows itself so lively and strong
as in the mouths of old people. The
relation which the car has to the tongue

who holds so many people fast by the
tongue. Neither do we think it any
affront to Hercules, to have his tongue
bored; since, to tell you ali in one
word, it was that which made him sue-
ceed in every thing, and that it was by
his cloquence that he subdued the
hearts of all men.”

T RARTRAL BISTPORY,

TGAl aro but parts of that stupendous whole,
Whose bady Nature is, and God tho soul.”

FOR THE CANADIAN CASKET.
THE CAMEL.

This animal is an inhabitant of the
sands of Arabia; but it is frequently
seen in many parts of America, attach-
cd to the extensive caravans that trav-
el the eastern and southern states.—
Authors differ as to the length of time
it is capable of sustainiag life without
drink. Capt. Riley, was wicecked on
the cost of Africa, and was taken pris-
oner by the Arabs, with whom he trav-
elled the desert for a number of years,
before he was ransomed, says the cam-
el seldom gets fresh water oftener than
once in fifleen or twenty days; and
he mentions one instance where absti-
nence continued for twenty-eight days.
As the wells, or watering-places on the
desert are situated ata great distance
from each other, it has often occurred
in slaughtering one of these hardy ani-
mals a week or ten days after it had
been watered, that several gallons of
water have been taken from its stom-
ach. Burckhardt says that “the best
Arabian camel after three whole days
abstinence from water, shows manifest
signsof great distress; in caseof abso-
solute necessily, it might possibly go
fivedays withous drinking; butthis he
says can never be required, since there
is no route across the Arabian desert
in which wells are farther distant from
each other than three days and half
The extremity of thirst, indeed, indu-
ces the traveller, unable to support the

exertion of walking, to cling as a lass
resource to this serviceable animal ;—
nor doces it stomach, unless on the first
day’s watering, afford by any means, a
copious supply.”  On the authority of
Capt. Riley, and Archibald Robbins,
second mate to Capt, & with whom
we were | _ssonally acquainted,boih be-
fore and since his eaptivity, we doubt
some parts of §i. Burckhardt’s obser-
vations.  The camels never receive a-
ny water, ouly at the wells; and the
Arabscarry their water in gazelles, or
in case of emcrgency, untanned cam-
I's hides are called in requisition, and
these reserveirs contain o number of
gallons eachi, and are carried astride of
the camels.

Theswiftness of the camel has been
greatly exaggerated ; 115 miles in elev-
en hours, during which occurred two
passages over the Nile in a ferry boat,
cach requiring twenty minutes, is the
most extraordinary performanee which
was cver authenticated ; and this, in
all probability, has been surpassed by
an English trotting mare. There is
not the lcast doubt, that if left to its
own free. will, the camel, generally
speaking, would travel from 175 to 200
milesin twenty-four hours. Twelve
miles an hour is the utmost trotting
pace of a camel; it may gallop nine
miles in half an hour; but it cannot
support that pace, which is unnatural
to it, for a longer time, Notling can
be easier than its common amble of five
and a half miles an hour ; and proper-
ly fed every evening, or, as is often the
case, once Inn two days, it will contin-
ue this pace for five or even six days.

Mr. Burckhardt gives as a reason,
which by the way, we are unwilling to
believe, that ¢ while the hump contin-
ues full, the animal will endure consid-
erable fatisnieon a very short allow-
ance; feeding, as the Arabs say, on
the fat of its own hump.” Now there
is not the least truth in this last quo-
tation ; for it is evident that the camel
cannot live without food, no more than
any other beast : and further, the hump
is composed of muscles, attached to
and a part of the back bone. The fuil
growth of the camel is attained &t the
ageof twelve years; he lives forty ;—
but, at about, or under thirty, his ac-
tivity declines.

In Egypt camels are kept closely
shorn, and are guided by a string atl-
tached to the nose-ring. Those of A-
rabia, are seldom perforated in the
nose, and readily obey the short stick
of the rider. Thecamel saddies of the
Arabjan women are gaudily fitted out ;
and a lady of Nadja considers it a de-
gradation to mount any other than a



