I

i
ii

'
i
:

THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 397

jents are uvh‘ and Justlﬁable accordmf' to the scrnp;urea. Inall

charity I sincerely regard this as a very grave mistake.

Speaking indeed of “the principles implanted in our nature,” there
. is a specious plausibility thrown into the very core of the (uestion.
Our nature, with all the principles God put in it, has been grandiy
led away from divine nature, so much so that ro man can lawfully
trust reason, much less uneducated or native propeusity. The prin-
ciples originally implanted in our nature are no longer in our nature
in their primitive power and pureness, otherwise Owen and Hume
Vultaire and Volney, would have given better lessons to ail men who
have heard and admired them. DBut I cannot arguc the point to-
day.

ThLe following article, copied from The Christian Friend, publish-
¢d by brother Walsh, North Carolina, will answer all prescnt pur-
poses ou the religions character of marriage and the caution which
shouid be cxercised by those who are interested in forming attach-
mis matrimonial i — b. 0.

Ve propose to write a few numbers on the subject of marrviage
te

ye

mtemplated in the light of God's Holy word. The qucetxon
'I: we .sx::h discuss is this : 25 ¢ propes for chrisiians to marry
bedt

er

coers ?

y soon after thu expulsion of our first parents from Iiden, the
.m! amily was divided into classes—the sons of God, sud the
o :m,:l. Cain bad slzin Abel, and, for this offence, God Lad
dl‘\)x d:ihim to bea vagabond Al the days of his tife. Seth takes
the place of Abel, whom Cain had put to death,* becaunse h.q own
works were evil, and his brother's righteous.” In the iv of Uonesis,
2tk verse, we read—-Aud to Sct,h. to him also ticre was bora a
~on ; and hecealled | nm. Enos: then began men to eall upon the name
o the Lord: Lonee ¢ Ley were calied thcaom» of God. 'The tamiliea
ef Reth and (J.m malti plied and became very unmerous. 'The live
of demareation, however, was distinetly drawn between them—they
dicl not mz:,-'mzu* i for some time. The fawily of Seth worshipped,
God ; bus that of Cain, so far we learn, never did. After some
considerable time Lad elapsed, these two families began to inter-

..n"lj “ gud it came to pass, when men begau to walti 1.1)' on the .

¢ face of the ea"h. and daughters were born to them that the sons qf

Goid saw the o uu.'«lus oj men that they were fair; and they twok
them wives of all whom they chose” The result of this un};oly

_ allianes was, the race became exceedingly corrupt. - And God saw

that the wickedness of man was great in the earth. and that every
imagination -of the thoughts of his heart was only c\'xl em\m.mally "
So extensiveand deep rooted was the corruption of the human heart,
that God xc*s,nted He had made man, and be resolved to destroy
hiwe from im, fuce of the earth. The worslnp of God was abandoned,
except in the house of Noah ; and the whole race with the excepmon
mentioned, was ripe for destruction. Now, it is obvious to any one
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