
CHURCH WORK.

reasons; yet it is a fact that the in review, it xnay be, the long array
mind of our countrymen is too muchi of good intentions which have re-
perverted and prejudiced to appre- suited in failure, we must feel pro-
ciate those higlier principles. We found humiliation. How often
can ':ardly refer to themn without hare we stood thus on the threshold
wounding their feelings and exciting of the New Year, and promised
their antagonism; but might we flot ourselv,,s that in its course it should
safély and charitably direct their find us better, atronger, nobler than
attention to our liturgic system, first the last, more abounding in chari-
of ail, as soineMing which they ty, more faithf ul 'n duties, lem
ouqht to examine, and then leave devoted to, ourselves, mmr to the
themn to their own conclusions when good of others.-Alas! Dhd each
once they have discovered that this year, at its close, leave us further
inestimable posession is oniy to be on the road to Heaven? or flot a
found in ail its completeness among step advanced? nay, rather had we
those who have preserved ail the not lost ground ?
other Apostolic institutions of the It is well, indeed, that the New
Goipel in their purity and integ- Year should bringr with it high
rity -7'houghts on the Services. aimsand fresh hopesl, but let Us

0, on- -not have failed to apply the lesson

NEW YEAR. of the cloaing year!1 Let us not
shrink from, reviewing our paat

THERE are few persons, unles8 weakness, the promises we have
made to ourselves and to our Godthe utterly thoughtless, who, when that haegri 4d ginbe

standing on the threshold of a brknv tyi ~daanbe
New Y~ar, ave lot sme god in ; and, while renewing those

tetionS, wharegr nto te eaof i-Promises once more, let it beî with
tinie opening before them. Very ta ephmlt.ta ituto0 ~self and prayerful trust fn God,vague these intentions may be with which will best ensure an advance
nome. while with others they rnay towards the higher life, the life of'
arnounit to an earnest determination dsilansevtofheRL
to live in the future more in accrd - dNiscpeadsran fteH
ance witn wuau Toneir botter nature
acknowledges as the Right, than
they have done in the past. But
while good intentions are certainlv
te be encouraged as the firat neces-
sary gteps towards amendment of
life or good in any shape, yet, on
the other hand, such intentions, if
they have no practical reoult, are
often worse than useleas, for we
are too proue te regard them as in
themuselvea nmeritorious, and te fiat-
ter ourselves that God wiil thus
credit them. to, nur account. But
surely, if we look back upon the
record of our past years, aud paso

CIIICUMCISION.

TUEf f, 3tival of the Circumuciuion
is part of Christmas, aud ini couaid-
ering it we shall fot have occasion
so much te speak of any peculiar
doctrine connected with it, as to
point out the duty which it teaches,
and this not the lesa plainly fromn
our ]Beeaed Lord's own exaniple.
That duty in obedience. Christ
took our nature upon Him--this is
the genieral doctrine of the seaa.-i.
We who caUl aumrue by Bis


